SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (reprise)

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again;

Gladly for aye we adore Him.

Public Domain: Joachim Neander; Transl. by Catherine Winkworth

God the Father, who sent his Spirit upon his Son, bless you with the
presence of his Spirit.

Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you
and make you a manifestation of his life.

And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in the fullness of power,
empower you as you go forth into the world to love and serve the
Lord.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

A thought about worship...

“The Christian church . . . has always been committed to a triune experience and
understanding of God, but most preachers seldom preach on this subject. The
discipline of addressing the congregation once a year on the meaning of triune
faith and worship is helpful and necessary. . . . Christians need to know . . . the

spiritual understanding of the self made in the image of God and the significance

of Christian community that mirrors the eternal, communal relationship of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” (Robert E. Webber, Ancient-Future Time: Forming
Spirituality through the Christian Year [Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004], 175).

Epiclesis
An Ancient-Future Faith Community
Liturgy
June 6, 2010 (Second Sunday after Pentecost)

GATHERING

Praise the LORD!

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.

He made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
He keeps faith forever.

He executes justice for the oppressed, He gives food to the hungry,
and sets the prisoners free.

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind, He lifts up those who are
bowed down, and loves the righteous.

He watches over the stranger, and upholds the orphan and widow.

The LORD will reign forever, our God, for all generations.

Praise the LORD!
— Psalm 146

Gustave Dore’, 1865
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READING: 1 Kings 17 :8-2

TIME OF OFFERING

Fountain of Grace

You have been faithful when I have been faithless,

Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.
Forever giving when I have been selfish,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Still the beginning of all that is holy,
Unsearchable Ancient of Days.

I kneel before You, and offer this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You were the constant when I chose to wander,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You were forgiveness when I cried for mercy,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You are the author of all that is finished,
I owe You my life and my praise.
I kneel before You, and offer this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Pour out the water of life on this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Words and Music by Twila Paris. ©1998 Ariose Music/Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by

EMI Publishing)

THE WORD

PROFESSION OF FAITH

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before Him.

In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved.

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished
upon us.

In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a
view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times;

That is, the summing up of all things in Christ,
things in the heavens and things upon the earth.

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to His purpose, who works all things after the counsel of
His will, to the end that we should be to the praise of His glory.

In Him, we also were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is
given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption
of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing

in the heavenly places in Christ.
from Ephesians 1:3-14; Romans 11:36 (NASB)
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