
 

Epiclesis 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
February 8, 2015 (Fifth Sunday after Epiphany) 

 
GATHERING 

 
Reading: Isaiah 40:21-28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise the LORD! Shout joyfully to God, all the earth: 

Sing the glory of His name; make His praise glorious. 
It is good to sing praises to our God; 

for He is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Say to God: How awesome are Your works! Your power is very great. 

All the earth will worship You, and sing praises to You; 
They will sing praises to Your name. 

– from Psalms 147:1 and 66:1-4
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We Sing the Mighty Power of God 
 

We sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
We sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command, and all the stars obey. 
 

We sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food; 
He formed the creatures with His word 
And then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Your wonders are displayed where’er we turn our eyes, 
If we survey the ground we tread, or gaze upon the skies. 
 

There’s not a plant or flow’r below but makes Your glories known; 
And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Your throne. 
While all that borrows life from You is ever in Your care, 
And everywhere that we can be, You, God, are present there. 
 
Public domain; Text by Isaac Watts; Tune: ELLACOMBE from Gesanbuch der Herzogl, 
Würtembrug, 1784 

 
 
INVOCATION 

Prayers of welcome and praise 
 
 
We Bow Down 

 

You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, 
Lord of the land and the sea. 
You were Lord of the heavens before there was time, 
And Lord of all lords You will be. 
 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
Lord of all lords You will be. 
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You are King of creation and King of my life, 
King of the land and the sea. 
You were King of the heavens before there was time, 
And King of all kings You will be. 
 

We bow down and we crown You the King, 
We bow down and we crown You the King, 
We bow down and we crown You the King, 
King of all kings You will be. 
 
CCLI Song #20003. ©1984 New Spring.  Twila Paris. CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Let us together profess the faith of the church of all ages in these 
words from the epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Ephesians: 

 

God has given us life – 
we who were dead in the trespasses and sins in which we once 
walked, following the course of this world; 
we who were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
humankind. 

But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, 
made us alive together with Christ; 

And He raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He 
might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 

For by grace we have been saved through faith; and that not of 
ourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works so that no one may 
boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we should 
walk in them.        – Ephesians 2:1-10
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
on those who hope in His steadfast love. 

The LORD looks down from heaven; He sees all the children of men. 
From where He sits enthroned He looks out on all the inhabitants of 
the earth, He who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all 
their deeds.      – Psalm 33:13-15, 18

The LORD longs to be gracious to you;  
He waits on high to have compassion on you.          – Isaiah 30:18

 
 
[Silence] 
 
Everlasting and loving God, You stooped down to raise and restore 

fallen humanity, and seated us in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. Yet too often we fail to live as Your redeemed people. 

We confess that we have not loved You with a pure heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not done justice, loved kindness, 
or walked humbly with You, our God. 

We have been too quick to criticize, rather than to praise;  
we have dishonored those who are made in Your image; 
we have discouraged and destroyed,  
when we ought to have built up. 

 
 
[Silent confessions] 
 
We desire to walk humbly with You, in Your ways. 
Forgive us, we pray. Grant that we who have seen Your glory 
revealed in human nature, and Your love made perfect in 
weakness, may daily be renewed in Your image and conformed to 
the pattern of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Bless the Lord 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 
And bless God’s holy name;  
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
Who leads me into life. 
 
Songs and Prayers from Taizé; ©1991  
Ateliers et Presses de Taizé,  
71250 Taizé, France 

 
 

A Perfect Heart 
 

Bless the Lord who reigns in beauty,  
Bless the Lord who reigns with wisdom and with pow’r. 
Bless the Lord who reigns my life with so much love, 
He can make a perfect heart. 
 
CCLI Song #12860 ©1981 Bud John Songs, Inc. Dottie Rambo, Donny McGuire 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him,  
in those who hope in His steadfast love.          – Psalm 147:11

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God,  
the Creator of the ends of the earth.  
He does not faint or grow weary; 
His understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, 
and to those who have no might He increases strength. 

Even youths will faint and be weary,  
and the young will fall exhausted. 
But those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;  
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,  
they shall run and not be weary,  
they shall walk and not faint.        – Isaiah 40:28-31

 

Thanks be to God! 
 

They Shall Mount Up On Wings Like Eagles, Jah 
Pickney, Contemp. 
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TIME OF OFFERING  
Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise: 
 

Sharing glimpses and experiences of the work of our constantly 
creative Creator God this week … 

 

Take My Life 
 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 

Take my voice and let me sing always only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee. 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use ev’ry power as Your choose. 
 

Chorus: 
Here am I, all of me; 
Take my life, it’s all for Thee. 
 

Take my will and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Your feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for Thee. 
 
CCLI Song #4162843; ©2003 worshiptogether.com songs; Tomlin/Hevergal/Malan/Giglio 

 
THE WORD  

 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 
The Lord be with you!  And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your Name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done 
On earth as in heav’n. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us; 
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are Yours. 
Now and forever,  Amen. 
 
Setting by Eric Wyse; ©2000 Wildgrove Music (BMI)  
 

Beneath the Cross 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus,  
I find a place to stand; 
And wonder at such mercy,  
That calls me as I am. 
For hands that should discard me, 
Hold wounds which tell me, “Come.” 
Beneath the cross of Jesus,  
My unworthy soul is won. 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus, His fam’ly is my own. 
Once strangers chasing selfish dreams, now one, through grace alone.
How could I now dishonor the ones that You have loved? 
Beneath the cross of Jesus, see the children called by God. 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus, the path before the crown, 
We follow in His footsteps, where promised hope is found. 
How great the joy before us to be His perfect bride. 
Beneath the cross of Jesus, we will gladly live our lives. 
 
CCLI Song #4610917 ©2005 Thankyou Music. Keith and Kristyn Getty. 
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SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
 
We Bow Down (reprise) 

 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 
Lord of all lords You will be. Lord of all lords You will be. 
Lord of all lords You will be. 

 
Benediction:   

Now beloved, we go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord 
remembering this: God has created us in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which He prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
Amen. 

So may God the Father, who is rich in mercy,  
bless you with the presence of His Spirit always; 

Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you 
and make you a beautiful poiema in response to His salvation;  

And God the Spirit, live in you and empower you to walk out your 
baptisms daily. –  

To the glory of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
A thought about worship… “If God is the object of worship, then worship must proceed 
from me, the subject, to God, who is the object. . . . If God is understood, however, as the 
personal God who acts as subject in the world and in worship rather than the remote God 
who sits in the heavens, then worship is understood not as the acts of adoration God 
demands of me but as the disclosure of Jesus, who has done for me what I cannot do for 
myself. In this way worship is the doing of God’s story within me so that I live in the 
pattern of Jesus’s death and resurrection.” Robert E. Webber, The Divine Embrace: 
Recovering the Passionate Spiritual Life (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2006, p. 95.) 
 

Lectionary for next week: 2 Kings 1:1-12, Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, 
              Mark 9:2-9 
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