
 

Epiclesis 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
January 11, 2015 (Baptism of the Lord) 

 
GATHERING 

 

Sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 
proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
Declare His glory among the nations,  

His wonderful works among the peoples.  
Say among them, “The LORD reigns!” 

Splendor and majesty are before Him, 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

The LORD gives strength to His people. 
The LORD blesses His people with peace. 
 

Leader:  
Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise! 
With all creation let us rejoice and sing before the LORD! 

– from Psalms 29 and 96
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how all thy longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee. 
 
Public Domain: Words: Joachim Neander; Transl. by Catherine Winkworth. 
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, 1665. 

 
INVOCATION 

Prayers of welcome and praise 
 
All Creatures of Our God and King (verse 5) 

 

Let all things their Creator bless, And worship Him in humbleness; 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son; 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One. 
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Words: St. Francis of Assisi, tr. William H. Draper Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, 1623. 

 
Amen 

 

Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen.  (Sing it over …) 
 

See the little baby (amen),  Lyin’ in a manger (amen), 
On Christmas morning –  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

See Him in the temple (amen), Talkin’ to the elders (amen), 
Who marvel at His wisdom – Amen, amen, amen. 
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See Him at the Jordan (amen), Where John was baptizin’ (amen), 
And the Spirit came upon Him –  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

See Him at the sea side (amen),  Preachin’ and healin’ (amen) 
The blind and the feeble –  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

See Him in the garden (amen),  Prayin’ to His Father (amen), 
In deepest sorrow –  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Then they crucified Him (amen),  Jesus, our Savior (amen), 
And He rose on Easter!  Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Halleljuah! (amen),  He died to save us (amen), 
And He lives forever  - Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen. 
 
Public domain. Words and music: traditional African-American spiritual. 

 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm together the testimony of the apostle Peter: 

 

God shows no partiality: 
But in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right 

is accepted by Him. 
This is the message God sent, announcing the good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
This message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: that God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with Him. 

And yet they put Him to death by hanging Him on a tree. 
But God raised Him to life on the third day and revealed Him to 

those who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 

He is the One ordained by God as Judge of the living and the dead. 
Of Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes 

in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name. 
—based on Acts 10:34-43
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

The call and promise of the Lord: 
“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; 

I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 
“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; 

and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 

“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.” 

– Ezekiel 36:25-27
 

Eternal and merciful God, You have loved us with a love beyond our 
understanding, and You have set us on paths of righteousness for 
Your name’s sake. Yet we have strayed from your way. 

 
[Silence] 

 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,  

through what we have done and what we have left undone,  
and we have wandered from your pathway. 

 

[Silent confessions] 
 
As we remember the cleansing water of baptism, O God, we praise 

You and give You thanks that You forgive us yet again. Grant 
us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to 
new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with You, and in whose 
strong name we pray. Amen. 

 
 
Whiter Than Snow 

 

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole; 
I want You forever to live in my soul. 
Break down ev'ry idol, cast out ev'ry foe. 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
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Chorus  
Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Lord Jesus, look down from Your throne in the skies, 
And help me to make a complete sacrifice. 
I give up myself and whatever I know; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Lord Jesus, before You I patiently wait; 
Come now and within me a new heart create. 
To those who have sought You, You never said no. 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Chorus  
Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2014. Text: James Nicholson; Music: William G. Fischer 

 
 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ – 

And raised us up together with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He 
might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus. 

For by grace we have been saved through faith; and that not of 
ourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works so that no one may 
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we should 
walk in them.                   –from  Ephesians 2:4-10
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TIME OF OFFERING  

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

 
Let the Rain of Your Presence 

 

Let the rain of Your presence fall on me 
Every day that I live, with every breath I breathe 
Let the rain of Your presence fall on me 
Everywhere that I go, Lord, let Your presence flow 
Rain on me. 
 

Love divine, joy unspeakable 
Overflowing in my soul 
This heart of mine is refreshed and at rest 
In Your presence, in Your presence. 
 
CCLI Song #1606354 ©1994 Praise On The Rock Music; Danny Chambers 
CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
 
THE WORD  

 
Genesis 1 and 2 

Ephesians 2 

 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 
 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Our Father in Heaven (sung) 
 

Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy, 
Your name is holy, our Father. 
Your kingdom come, and Your will be done 
Here on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us, we pray, our bread for today, 
Our debts forgive and in turn we will live, 
Forgiving of what others owe. 
Keep us from trials; save us from our ancient foe! 
 

As we sing the kingdom, we sing the power, 
We sing the glory be Yours –  Forever. Amen. Amen. Amen! 
 
Chris Alford and Ellen Koehler . ©2014. All rights reserved. 
 

I Can Hear Your Voice 
 

I’m in the river that flows from Your throne; 
Water of life, Water of life. 
It covers me and I breathe again; 
Your love is breath to my soul. 
 

I can hear Your voice as You sing over me, 
It’s Your song of hope breathing life into me. 
I can feel Your touch as I come close to You, 
And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. 
 
CCLI Song #3926011; ©2002 Smittyfly Music/Word Music LLC 
Debbie Smith, Michael W. Smith, Whitney Smith 

 
Living Water 

 

Come, Living Water flow through me like a river. 
My heart’s been thirsting so long. 
Flood through my soul and pour out your mercy. 
Come, Living Water, fill me. 
 
©1996 Diadem Music Publishing; Bob Carlisle and Randy Thomas 
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SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (reprise) 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the Amen sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 
 
Public Domain: Joachim Neander; Transl. by Catherine Winkworth 

 
Benediction:   

We are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

So may God the Father, who is rich in mercy,  
bless you with the presence of His Spirit. 

Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father, abide in you 
and make you a beautiful poiema in response to His salvation;  

And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in the fullness of power, 
empower you to walk out your baptisms daily. 

To the glory of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Lectionary for next week: 1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;  
   1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 
A thought about worship…– “The baptized life is a life that is lived in the pattern 
of death and resurrection. . . . The way of being in Jesus, the way of living the 
new resurrected life, is through participation. . . . We participate in Christ by 
living the life of our baptism into his death and resurrection. This is a daily, 
existential, moment-by-moment experience as we choose in this or that situation 
to die to the sins for which Christ died and choose the life of the Spirit for which 
Christ was raised to a new life.” (Robert E. Webber, Ancient-Future Time: Forming 
Spirituality through the Christian Year [Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2004], 146-147.) 
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