An Ancient-Future Faith Co;nmunity
Liturgy
May 24, 2026 (Eighth Sunday of Easter)
Day of Pentecost

Sweet, Sweet Spirit

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord.
There are sweet expressions on each face.
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love.

And for these blessings, we lift our hearts in praise.
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived,
When we shall leave this place.

W# 18204 ©1 962*290 Manna Music. Dori
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O LoRrD, how manifold are Your works!
In wisdom You have made them all.
You send forth Your Spirit —
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
of counsel and strength,
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD —
And Your creation is renewed.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
May the LORD be glad in His works.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
May our meditation be pleasing to Him,
For we rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
Praise the LORD! — from Psalm 104 and Tsaiah 11:2

All Creatures of Our God and King

All creatures of our God and King,

Lift up your voice and with us sing: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam;

Thou silver moon with softer gleam,

O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,

Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along: O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;

Ye lights of evening, find a voice.

O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,

Make music for thy Lord to hear: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou fire, so masterful and bright,

Thou givest man both warmth and light,

O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: St. Francis of Assisi, ¢. 1225; transl. William H. Draper, 1919;
Hymn tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN. Peter von Brachel;
in Ausserlesene Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Cologne, 1623.
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PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit

Bow Down

Bow down before the Lord;
Worship Him, O worship Him.
Bow down before our God,;
Enter in, O enter in.

Consuming fire and sweet perfume,

His awesome presence fills this room.
This is holy ground; this is holy ground;
This is holy ground,

So come and bow down.

CCLI Song #1222013 ©1993 Intergrity’s Hosanna! Music.
David Baroni, Tony Sutherland (As sung by Paul S. Morton, Sr.)
CCLI License #3097801

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Let us express our unity with the church of all ages
on this Pentecost Sunday by professing our faith
in these words of the Heidelberg Catechism:

In His divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit,
Christ is not absent from us for a moment.
By the Spirit’s power
we make the goal of our lives not earthly things,
but the things above, where Christ is,
sitting at God’s right hand.
Through the Holy Spirit,
Christ pours out His gifts from heaven upon us,
His members.
The Spirit, as well as the Father and the Son,
is eternal God.
The Spirit has been given to us personally,
so that by true faith
the Spirit makes us share in Christ and all His blessings,
comforts us, and remains with us forever.
—from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 47,49, 51, 53
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

Jesus said, “I will ask the Father,
and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever.
This is the Spirit of truth, who abides with you
and will be in you. He will teach you all things ...
and He will guide you into all truth.”

Through the Spirit of Truth, who helps us in our weakness
and intercedes for us according to the will of God,

let us freely confess our sins to God.
— from John 14:16-17, 16:13, and Romans 8:26-27

Almighty God, You poured out Your Spirit upon the gathered
disciples creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of
faith. Yet, we confess that we too often hold back the force of Your
Spirit among us. We do not listen for Your word of grace, speak
the good news of Your love, or live as a people made one in Christ.

[Silence]

Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the power of
Your Spirit and fill us with a glowing desire to be Your covenant
people, doing Your will for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew.

That I may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly Thine,

Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.

Text: Edwin Hatch, 1878. Hymn tune: TRENTHAM,
Robert Jackson, 1888. Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2020.
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
This is the promise of God:

I will sprinkle you with clean water and you will be clean.
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.
I will remove from you your heart of stone,
and give you a heart of flesh.

And I will put my Spirit within you
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My ways.

You will be My people, and I will be your God.
—from Ezekiel 36:25-29

Thanks be to God!

Passing of the Peace

TIME OF OFFERING

Gracious and loving God, we acknowledge that You have opened up
Heaven and rained down Your blessings in amazing ways, over and
over.

[Spontaneous words and prayers of praise and thanksgiving]

And now we gratefully offer ourselves, all we are and all we have,
as a reflection of Your love and expressions of our worship. Amen.

Holy Spirit, Rain Down

Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down; f '
O Comforter and Friend,

How we need Your touch again.

Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down;

Let Your power fall, let Your voice be heard; \
Come and change our hearts W —
As we stand on Your word;
Holy Spirit, rain down.

=

No eye has seen, no ear has heard;

No mind can know what God has in store,
So open up Heaven, open it wide,

Over Your church, and over our lives.

CCLI Song #2405227 ©1997 Hillsong Publishing. Russell Fragar.
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THE WORD

Acts 2:1-21

Numbers 11:24-30
Psalm 104:24-34

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 7:37-39

John 20:19-23

THE TABLE
Remembering the Body of Christ

The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!

Our Father in Heaven (sung)

Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy,
Your name is holy, our Father.

Your kingdom come, and Your will be done
Here on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us, we pray, our bread for today,

Our debts forgive and in turn we will live,
Forgiving of what others owe.

Keep us from trials; save us from our ancient foe!

As we sing the kingdom, we sing the power,
We sing the glory be Yours — Forever. Amen. Amen. Amen!

Chris Alford and Ellen Koehler. ©2014. All rights reserved.



Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,

Breathe new life into my willing soul.

Let the presence of the risen Lord

Come renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see;

Give me passion for Your purity;

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within,

May Your joy be seen in all I do.

Love enough to cover ev’ry sin,

In each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace;
Turn my strivings into works of grace;
Breath of God show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,

Giving life to all that God has made,

Show Your power once again on earth,
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our pray’rs arise;

Lead us on the road of sacrifice,

That in unity the face of Christ

May be clear for all the world to see.

CCLI Song #4779872 ©2006 Thankyou Music. Stuart Townend and Keith Getty.

SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

All Creatures of Our God and King (Doxology)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below: O Praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly hosts;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
O praise Him! O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Benediction:
Now may the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you will abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit of promise,
who was given to us and who has sealed us in Him,
to the praise of His glory.
Since we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit,
going forth into the world to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
—from Romans 15:13, 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14; Galatians 5:25

A thought about worship...

“Pentecost Sunday ends the extraordinary season that began on the first Sunday
of Advent. In approximately six months the church has been carried through all
the saving events of God—his incarnation, manifestation to the world, life,
death, resurrection, and ascension as well as the coming of the Holy Spirit. All
these crucial events form faith and the spiritual life. . . . Broadly speaking,
Pentecost brings understanding to the followers of Jesus, empowers them in
ministry, establishes the church, and points to the end of history when the
kingdom of Christ will be established over all the earth. ” Robert E. Webber,
Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year (Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2004), 163, 161.

Image credits. p. 1 Mark Wiggin, Pentecost, contemp.; p. 4: Daniel Bonnell, Dove of Peace,
contemp.; p. 5: Macha Chmakoff, Pentecost Dove, contemp.; p. 6: El Greco, Pentecost, 1596;
p. 7: Lynne Farrow, Holy Spirit, contemp.

Lectionary for next week: Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm §;
2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community

www.Epiclesis.org | Info line: (916)572-9113
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter
Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list.

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841.
Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM.
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