December 25, 2022 (The Incarnation of the Lord)
A Service of Scripture, Sharing, and Song

GATHERING

Call to worship — Wexford Carol

Come, let us worship the LORD,
and consider what wondrous things God has done:
Alleluia! The Lord is come!
For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given!
O come, let us adore Him;
let us consider what wondrous things God has done:
The peoples who dwelt in darkness have seen a great Light!
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
O come, let us bow in worship before the LORD,
and consider what wondrous things God has done:
Christ, the Word made flesh, unveils to us God’s hidden mystery,
that we have become joint heirs of the promise of salvation!
In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets
at many times and in various ways;
But in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son,
whom He appointed heir of all things,
and through whom also He made the universe.
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory
and the exact representation of His being,
sustaining all things by His powerful word.
O come, let us worship the LORD,
for God has done wondrous things!




O Come All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, O come ye
To Bethlehem!

Come and behold Him,
Born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore Him!
O come, let us adore Him!
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning;

Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n;
Word of the Father,

Now in flesh appearing.

O come let us adore Him ...

Sing choirs of angels,

Sing in exultation;

O sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

O come let us adore Him ...

Words: John Francis Wade, c. 1743. Hymn tune: ADESTE FIDELES.

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit

(Sung)
O come let us adore Him ...
We’ll give Him all the glory ...

For He alone is worthy ...



FIRST READING
Psalm 98

Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods,

Rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the worlds with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts. Music: George Frederick Handel.
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SECOND READING
Isaiah 52:7-10

1t Came Upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear,

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold.

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heav’n’s all gracious King!”
The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains

They bend on hovering wing;

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

The blesséd angels sing,

For lo! the days are hastening on,

By prophet seen of old,

When with the ever-circling years

Shall come the time foretold;

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing.

Words: Edmund H. Sears, c.1849.
Hymn Tune: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1850.



THIRD READING
Luke 2:1-20

The First Noel

The first Noel, the angel did say,

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the East, beyond them far.
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,

That hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.

Traditional English carol, 13" century.




FOURTH READING
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay;
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray.

Refrain
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

From God our heav’nly Father the blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.

Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place;
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace,
This holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.

Public domain. Traditional English carol.

TIME OF OFFERING
Words and prayers of praise, gratitude, and hope

Worthy of Worship

Worthy of worship, worthy of praise,
Worthy of honor and glory;

Worthy of all the glad songs we can sing,
Worthy of all of the off’rings we bring.

Chorus
You are worthy, Father, Creator.
You are worthy, Savior, Sustainer.
You are worthy, worthy and wonderful;
Worthy of worship and praise.



Worthy of rev’rence, worthy of fear,
Worthy of love and devotion;

Worthy of bowing and bending of knees,
Worthy of all this and added to these...

Almighty Father, Master and Lord,

King of all kings and Redeemer,
Wonderful Counselor, Comforter, Friend,
Savior and Source of our life without end;

CCLI Song #82869 ©1988 Van Ness Press, McKinney Music.
Music: Mark Blankenship; Words: Terry York.

SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

Go, Tell It On the Mountain

Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

Refrain

The shepherd feared and trembled, when lo! Above the earth,
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth.

Refrain

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blesséd Christmas morn.

Refrain

Music: Traditional African-American Spiritual;
Words: John W. Work, Jr., 1907.



Benediction:
Jesus, from the beginning, is the Word, made flesh in our midst.
May His incarnation fill our hearts with joy and peace.
Jesus is the promised Savior, born of Mary.
May His birth among us renew our hope.
Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.
May the gift of His presence bring forth rejoicing.
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

A thought about worship...— “The incarnation is the starting point for our
spirituality. . . . God united himself with humans in order for men and women to
be united with God. The incarnation is not something unrelated to us; it has
everything to do with our spirituality—for the incarnation not only brings God
to human nature but brings human nature to God. ” (Robert E. Webber, Ancient-
Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year [Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2004], 62).

Image credits — p. 2: “Heavenly window,” Chapelle Notre-Dame-de-Grace-et-de-Toute-Joie,
Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Wikimedia commons; p. 3: Ain Vares, Shout for Joy to the Lord (Psalm
98:4-6), www.ainvaresart.com; p.5: Gerard van Honthorst, Adoration of the Shepherds, 1622,
Wikimedia Commons; p.7: Ain Vares, A Child Is Born, www.ainvaresart.com (Estonia).

Lectionary for next week: Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18;
Matthew 2:13-23

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community

www.Epiclesis.org | Info line: (916)572-9113
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter
Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list.

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841.
Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM.
©2022 EK.



