
 

 

 

 

A Word from Pastor Chris 
 
It never fails to amaze me, and it ought not to 
surprise after these 11 years. But every time I 
read our annual report, I’m stunned at the 
amazing growth and the work and, well, the 
sheer amount of ministry in this amazing part of 
the Body of Christ. 
 
We’re not an especially big church, but we 
have a big impact. Truly. 
 

We said early on that we weren’t looking for more church members for the 
sake of numbers. Rather, we’re seeking people who want to join God’s 
big story— the ancient-future story of the redemption of all creation 
through Christ— and to worship Him with abandon and passion in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
And that’s counter-cultural in many ways. An-
other thing that’s a bit counter-cultural? We 
think of ourselves as pre-denominational 
church, because one of the things that’s im-
portant to us is reconnecting with the truth 
found in our ancient Christian heritage. 
 
We are a Jesus-loving, Bible-believing church 
that’s orthodox, evangelical, and charismatic 
in the very best sense of those terms.  
 
Are you hungry for authentic worship that cen-
ters on Christ? Are you longing for a place to 
worship where the only measure of success of the service is whether Je-
sus is lifted up and glorified? Are you ready for deep, scriptural teaching 
and discipleship-making that’s rooted in our rich Christian heritage? 
 
Then Epiclesis is the place for you. Come join us! You’ll be so very warm-
ly welcomed. 
 
And if you’re not in the Sacramento area, please thoughtfully consider giv-
ing generously to the Kingdom of God through this part of the Body of 
Christ. You can see here that we’re busy and effective in going about 
Kingdom tasks, and you have our pledge before God to use resources 
with integrity and care. 
 
Most of all, we’d love to know that you’re praying for us as we walk out 
our baptisms telling God’s big story here in Sacramento. 
 
The Lord be with you! Pastor Chris 
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Introduction 

 

Each year, the Elders of the Church 
prepare a narrative report of the many 
activities and ministries that occurred at 
Epiclesis during the previous twelve 
months. But we can’t get everything 
down onto paper. Why? Because some 
of the very best ministry is that which 
happens daily, quietly, and in a thou-
sand ways by the people of Epiclesis 
as they walk out their baptisms in the 
world around us.  

 

One of the most encouraging times in our worship services happens 
when the saints share how they saw God at work in their lives during the 
previous week— and how they joined Him there. And by the way, we do 
this sharing at the offering time to reinforce the truth that giving God our 
time, talents, and testimony is as important as giving Him our treasure.  

 

Our hope is that this report will be received in that same spirit— testimo-
ny to how Epiclesis is joining God in working out His purposes in the 
world. This report is an offering. 

 

Something we should highlight: It’s easy to focus on numbers— things 
that are easy to count. While we believe that facts and figures, when it 
comes to participation or budgets, are important, we don’t want to be-
come a church whose primary lens for evaluation is “nickels and noses.” 
Growth in discipleship, depth in worship, and an enriching spirituality are 
rarely, if ever, measured by numbers. God has surely blessed our 
Church in both nickels and noses, but our heart-felt desire is that our 
annual reports mostly focus on ministry, discipleship, covenant keeping, 
and Kingdom building. 

 

One final note: You’ll notice that this report includes a longer period of 
time than usual. We did not prepare a report during the 2020 Covid-19 
lock-down year and would like to use this present opportunity to fill in 
those details. 
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monks gather there to read aloud from the Bible, discuss theology, or 
share the news of the day. In more modern times, the Church leadership 
uses the chapter house to conduct the business of the worshiping com-
munity. We love the idea of recovering and reinterpreting this practice in 
an ancient-future way.  
 
The Chapter House was the location for several “Movie Night” 
events during the year, featuring a film, discussion, and treats. 
It’s also the location for the Epiclesis women’s monthly third-
Saturday morning gathering, which resumed in May following 
its Covid suspension, and for their first-Thursday monthly book 
club, which has yet to resume. 
 
The address is: 7985 Park Drive; Fair Oaks; 95628, across the street from 
the Plaza Park, Village Park, and Fair Oaks Theater Festival. 
 
 
Basic Financial Activity (July 2019-June 2021) 
 
Epiclesis income is derived from tithes, offerings, and donations. Expens-
es are classified as Fixed Expenses (infrastructure and administration) or 
Discretionary Expenses (all other expenses). Examples of fixed expenses 
include facility rental, pastors’ compensation, and so on. The Elders of the 
Church prayerfully and carefully appropriate discretionary income as the 
Spirit leads across the many diverse ministries and needs of the Church. 
 
Total income for the 12 months ending June 30, 2020, was $221,624, a 
decrease over that of FY 2019 (which was $254,392). This decrease was 
likely due, in part, to the effects of the California State shutdown. Our total 
expenses for the period were $185,772. 
 
Total income for the 12 months ending June 30, 2021, was $225,210, an 
increase over FY 2020. Fixed expenses for the same period rose, due in 
part to some extraordinary outlays for necessary equipment and media-
related resources related to our virtual gatherings/streaming. Our total ex-
penses for the period were $196,562.  
  
Here's perhaps the best piece of news: By the Lord's blessing, and your 
faithful and generous giving, total income increased by nearly 2% during 
the challenging 18-month COVID-19 pandemic. That enabled us both to 
continue and expand Epiclesis ministry. Church family, we not only sur-
vived, but we thrived. To God be the Glory. 



The Life of the Body (July 2019-June 2021)  
 
Epiclesis especially loves to bless our college students with “Care 
Packages” that we ship out about three times each school year. We 
also recently took special time in a worship gathering to bless and pray 
over our college-bound kids. 
 

+++ 
 
Starting during the Covid-19 pandemic, our Elders divided up the con-
gregation into “mini flocks” among themselves. The intent is to keep 
watch over and care for each member of the Body as best we can, es-
pecially during difficult times.  
 

+++ 
 
The men of Epiclesis continued, until Covid, to meet for 
breakfast one Saturday every month for prayer, devotion-
al time, and fellowship. In addition, the men often extend 
aid and assistance to various members of the Epiclesis 
community with service projects, including yard cleanup, 
fence building, moving assistance, etc. That work contin-
ues, though the breakfasts have yet to resume post-Covid. 
 

+++ 
 
The women of Epiclesis planned and implemented their fourth and fifth 
annual retreats in the summers of 2020 and 2021. The location, 
again, was the Jesuit Retreat Center in Applegate, CA. Our very own 
Ruth Richardson was the speaker for the 2020 retreat titled “Beauty for 
Ashes: A Journey from Disappointment to Hope,” (with 13 in attend-
ance). Kim Akes of  Shreveport, LA, was the speaker at 2021’s gather-
ing titled “Joy Unbound” (with 14 participants). 
 

+++ 
 

After three successful and happy 
years at the Epiclesis “Chapter 
House” in Old Fair Oaks Village, the 
Elders decided to continue our lease 
and signed a new 5-year agreement. 
 
The Chapter House is used for office 
needs and small meetings, Bible 
study, prayer, and as a launching pad 
for ministry. Why is it called a 

“Chapter House”? A chapter house is a building or room attached to a 
cathedral where meetings are held. In monastic communities, the 

Please find a report on the following areas: 
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Mission and Kingdom Building Activity (July 2019-June 2021)  
 
When Jesus gave His followers the Great Commission just before His 
ascension (Matt 28:16), we sometimes overlook that those instructions 
occur in the context of worship. The disciples came to the mountain to 
worship Jesus, and then He sent them forth into the world on mission. 
 
We are on mission. One of the most encouraging qualities of the Epi-
clesis community is our being Christ to others, not only as a church 
body, but as individuals. There are as many missions as there are peo-
ple in the congregation. Most are done quietly, without a great deal of 
attention. All have impacted the lives of those being ministered to as 
well as those doing the ministry. 
 
Mission also means resources. At Epiclesis, we strive to have a healthy 
balance of sending both monetary resources and people when it comes 
to missions, for we don’t want merely to be a church that sends money 
to a place or a cause and believe our work is done.  
 

+++ 
 
Several significant financial gifts were made in 
support of ministries that reach far beyond Epicle-
sis: Funds were given to purchase and distribute 
Scriptures (the Gideons, for example), and we 
supported individual ministries through connec-
tions made by faithful saints in our community of 
faith (recovery items for those affected by natural 
disaster, for example). 
 

Another continued project has been the physical support 
of the local Sunrise Christian Food Ministry. In the re-
cent past, Epiclesis gave monetary gifts and technical ad-
vice for the design, construction, and installation of a new 
industrial, walk-in refrigerator/freezer room. And along 
with regular food donations, several in our Church contin-
ue to be very active, ongoing volunteers for the ministry. 
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The Journey to Jesus: When God leads people to 
Epiclesis, and they feel led to become members, we 
like for them to learn more about how the Lord has 
led us to "do church" in the postmodern world. Then 
we ask them to walk through an intentional, deliberate 
process of learning and discipleship, called Journey 
to Jesus (or “J2J” as we affectionately call it), that fully brings partici-
pants into our amazing community of faith. 
 
This process is similar to how early Christians brought people into the 
life of the worshiping community— as a matter of fact, the basic design 
of "Journey to Jesus" is based on a method of evangelism and spiritual 
instruction in the ancient church. 
 
Along the way and throughout the four steps of the Journey to Jesus, 
there are some rites of passage that we observe in our worship services 
including a Rite of Conversion/Welcome and a Rite of Covenant.  
This past two years, several new J2J mentorships began, were conclud-
ed, and we had several people go through the rites.  
 

+++ 
 
The newest discipleship ele-
ment to be introduced at Epi-
clesis is the implementation 
of what we call “Cloisters.”  
Like home-based small 
groups, but much more, we 
named these gatherings 
“Cloisters” after the sacred 
space found in convents, 
monasteries, colleges, or ca-
thedrals: courtyards with an 
arcaded walkway around 
each side.  
 
That’s what came to mind when we sensed that God is encouraging us 
to build groups of Epiclesis folks, especially during these odd and chal-
lenging times: For us, our Cloisters are also sacred spaces– retreats– 
places to come for spiritual nourishment, soul friendship, and a time and 
place to be replenished.  
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“Ancient-Future Faith” 
with Dr. Chris Alford, the 
radio program launched 
by Epiclesis in January 
2014, continues to air 
Mondays on 710-AM and 
105.7-FM “The Word,” as well as three additional times weekly.  
 
The radio program provides not only an outreach opportunity; it’s also in-
tended as a gift to the community. Many people who visit and attend Epi-
clesis report that they first become acquainted with us through the radio 
broadcast, and we often hear from folks in the area who listen regularly. 
 
Epiclesis often advertises on “The Word,” whether in short segments on 
the air or through their online listening portal. 
 

+++ 
 
Epiclesis maintains a very robust website (www.Epiclesis.org) with thou-
sands of excellent items of content, including liturgies and podcasts. Apart 
from keeping our own members informed of news and upcoming events, 
the website is visited by people from all over the world. A walk through the 
traffic statistics of our site is to take a “tour” of nations. It’s encouraging! 
 
In the past two years, the website has had thousands of visits and 
pageviews. The podcast portion of our ministry, which includes sermons, 
radio programming, and long-form interviews, is also available through a 
free iTunes subscription. One piece of trivia: The most often read item on 
the site is a lengthy article on identifying and dealing with narcissists in 
ministry: It has been viewed nearly 100,000 times. 
 
And here’s a happy bit of news: Epiclesis is in the middle of a website re-
fresh that should be available in the fall of 2021. The new look and layout 
will hopefully be faster, even more user-friendly, and provide easier, quick-
er access to video content.  
 

+++ 
 
One of the primary ways we keep in 
touch with both Church members and 
those interested in our ministry is 
through the Constant Contact email 

and social media tool. Epiclesis has been one of their award-winning “All 
Star” organizations most every year in the last decade. The award recog-
nizes excellent communications and activity rates and statistics that sur-
pass industry standards.  
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Additionally, Epiclesis uses the 
Text In Church communications 
tool not only to send messages 
quickly to connected Church mem-
bers, but we also use it to send follow up messages to visitors and 
guests. 
 
For example, if visitors choose, we can add them to a special text list 
that will automatically put them in a rotation of encouraging messages 
and reminders about upcoming services. 
 

+++ 
 
Epiclesis also has a presence on Facebook and occasionally “Tweets” 
on the Twitter platform. Items that are sent out via our Constant Con-
tact tool are automatically sent to the Epiclesis Facebook page and 
Twitter account. 
 

+++ 
 
The Epiclesis video team 
continued the ministry begun 
in 2018, providing a means to 
share meaningful content 
online. The specific goal at its 
inception was to capture the 
reading of the liturgy and mu-
sic aspects of worship from 
the service, as well as the 

teaching, for those not able to attend a given service, or those who 
would like to revisit content. To protect privacy, Church service videos 
are edited to remove personal sharing.  
 
Password-protected content is also posted on the Vimeo platform and 
is accessible via the Epiclesis website. The video ministry continued 
until we suspended our in-person worship services in March, 2020, 
due to pandemic restrictions.  
 
But 2020 also brought new opportunities: 
The Church elevated its video streaming 
presence online during 2020 and exponen-
tially increased its “attendance” on the 
Zoom and Facebook platforms. Even after 
our services and other teachings are posted 
on Facebook, numbers of engagements 
continue to rise. 
 
 

During November, 2019, we em-
barked on “a Month of Thanksgiv-
ing” through a scriptural study of 
thankfulness and also through the 
ancient-future lens of past, present, 
and future thanksgiving. For what 
are we thankful, and why? To whom 
do we direct our thanksgiving? And, 
what kinds of things does God deem 

worthy of inspiring our thankfulness? Beginning with All Saints Sunday 
and ending with the last Sunday of the Christian year, which is devoted 
to Christ the King, we contemplated these questions– and more– 
through the weekly readings of the Revised Common Lectionary  
 

+++ 
 
During Covid, and in place of our usual fall retreat, Epiclesis hosted a 
smaller event at the Christ the King Retreat Center. Pastor Chris talked 
briefly about The Benedict Option (a book that many in our Body be-
gan to read in 2020) and, together with pastors Rick and Ellen, began 
a conversation about “Cloisters” (more on that below).  
 
The gathering also featured a fun time of making Bible 
book marks/ribbons to help find Scriptures in the con-
text of the colors of the Christian Year. 

 
+++ 

 
Four other significant discipleship emphases 
occurred in this two-year period: A 3-session 
“Compass Class” during Epiphany 2020, titled 
“How We Got the Bible;” a 5-session Lenten 
Study (2020) titled “From Death to 
Life” (sessions 4 and 5 were virtual); another 
virtual Lenten study in 2021 titled “A Practical 
Lent: Daily Disciplines for Disciples;” and a 
6-part virtual series in May-June 2020 focused 
on “The Essentials of Christianity.” 
 

As always, the pastoral staff at Epiclesis produced excellent (and sig-
nificant) support and study materials for all of our special discipleship 
series. 
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And speaking of online 
streaming, our pastor be-
gan a new outreach minis-
try in the summer of 2020 
with the creation of 
“Monday Morning Devo-
tional with Pastor Chris.” 
The 15-minute segment 
streams live to the Epicle-
sis Facebook page, and 

then is permanently posted there for later viewing. The devotional time 
includes Scripture, words from a Church Father, a work of art, and 
some commentary and application by Pastor Chris. 
 

+++ 
 
Epiclesis has had a long, joyful relation-
ship with Christ the King Retreat Center 
and often engages in projects there. The 
latest was a series of very rigorous work 
days where huge amounts of brush, 
cleared by lots of trimming, was carried 
out by several teams from Epiclesis.  
 
Past projects at the Retreat Center included the construction and in-
stallation of an accessible ramp and the purchase of several chairs for 
one of their conference rooms. 
 

+++ 
 
During the Covid year, our Church assisted and supported one of our 
young people with a significant service project. A long-time and deco-
rated member of American Heritage Girls, the young lady completed a 
major project for a local Sacramento ministry to homeless children. 
 

+++ 
 
One exciting addition to our associated min-
istries has been Trail Life. In a way, Trail 
Life began at an Epiclesis Men’s Breakfast. 
One attender had recently heard about Trail 
Life USA, a church-based, Christ-centered, 
boy-focused mentoring and discipleship jour-
ney that speaks to the hearts of boys. Work-
ing from timeless biblical values in the con-
text of outdoor adventure, boys K-12 are en-
gaged in a troop setting by vetted male men-

Discipleship (July 2019-June 2021)  
 
Our eighth annual fall retreat in 2019 was one of the best and biggest 
in our history. Held at the Fair Oaks Community Clubhouse, very spe-
cial guest Ben Westlund led us in a fascinating, in-depth, and life-
changing tour of Moses’ Wilderness Tabernacle.  
 
Ben Westlund was born and 
raised in Israel. His father, an 
American from Minnesota, had 
moved to Israel at 23 to marry 
Ben’s mother, an Israeli of Finnish 
descent from Beersheba. Her 
grandfather had moved to British 
Palestine from Finland after being 
called by God to import, and later 
print, Bibles for Jews who were 
returning from around the world 
after a 2,000-year exile, resulting 
in the subsequent creation of the 
State of Israel. 
 
Ben is currently the senior guide at 
the Tabernacle replica in Timna 
Park, southern Israel (where mem-
bers of our Church first met him). 
He writes, “Since working at the Tabernacle, I have made great strides 
in my understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures as I keep reading and 
studying their relevance to living a full and complete life in Christ.” 
 
Our three small group sessions before the retreat provided a general 
overview of the history and background of the wilderness Tabernacle: 
In the first session, we explored the history of the people of Israel, from 
Genesis through the early chapters of Exodus, through the lens of al-
tars and sacrifices. In the second session, we studied the theology of 
covenant and the presence of God. Then, in the third session, special 
guest Teresa Gardner led us in a study of the furnishings of the Taber-
nacle and showed us how receiving and responding to the Lord at 
each of them outlines a journey into the very presence of God. 
 
The retreat itself was richly enhanced by stunning, life-sized replicas of 
the Tabernacle furnishings which were created over the course of sev-
eral months before the event itself by several Epiclesis members. 
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One especially important and joyful piece of news is 
the 2021 addition to our team of Greg Culler, a spe-
cialist in AV technology.  
 
Greg heads up our tech and setup teams and produc-
es/mixes our worship gatherings. Greg is a gifted audio
-visual professional and we are truly excited to have 
him on board. 
 
Also important to note is that the pressing needs of video production and 
livestreaming during the pandemic prompted several people to step up 
and volunteer. Since then, we have expanded our regular Sunday team to 
include a camera switcher and social media monitor. 
 

tors who challenge them to grow in Christian faith and character, to un-
derstand their purpose, serve their community, and develop practical 
leadership skills to carry out the mission for which they were created. 
 
Several leaders emerged and initiated the troop chartering process. Epi-
clesis Elders answered the call to be the sponsoring church, providing the 
chartering fees and legal covering. By late January, 2021, Troop 16:13 
was launched, so-named for the troop verse, 1 Corinthians 16:13: “Be on 
your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.” 
 
Currently, Troop 16:13 has over 20 young Trailmen registered,12 regis-
tered adult leaders, and is part of a national movement with 30,000 mem-
bers in 830 troops in 50 states.  
 

+++ 
 
The Church continued to extend financial support to 
Dianne Collard’s arts ministry, which includes 
“Montage International” and “Meraki Connection.” Di-
anne is the Europe Director for “Artists in Christian 
Testimony, International,” is the author of I Choose to 
Forgive, and is a veteran missionary and intercultural 
trainer.  
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Ministry Activity: Worship, Discipleship, and Life of the Body 

 

Worship (July 2019-June 2021)  

 
Ever thought about the purpose of 
the church? At Epiclesis we ponder 
that question a lot, and we're con-
vinced that there is really only one 
purpose. We want to help people 
remember why they were born— to 
worship— and we really believe, 
with all our hearts, that the only 
measure of success of worship is 
whether God is lifted up and glori-
fied.  
 
At our Church, we have several 
tasks that include making disciples. 
And we have one single purpose 
that fuels it all: worship. 
 
Therefore, for us the central and centering thing that we do is the weekly 
worship gathering, when the Body of Christ comes together to sing, tell, 
and enact God’s story— to respond to God’s invitation to come before 
Him, to hear His word, to renew the covenant in Christ at table, and to be 
sent forth into the world to love and serve the Lord. 
 
Some details of our Covid-related worship gatherings:  
 

On Ash Wednesday, 2020— 
just before the pandemic re-
strictions hit— we began Lent 
with a multi-generational, inter-
active worship experience, 
purposefully designed to en-
gage all the senses in an easy
-to-understand, image-rich and 
family-focused environment. 

This was a wonderful beginning of the journey toward Easter Sunday as 
our community considered the realities of being called from Death to Life. 
This theme of “from Death to Life” was also the focus of our Lenten small 
group series— a very fitting focus indeed, as we soon discovered. 
 
In mid-March, when the pandemic restrictions and guidelines first went 
into effect, we suspended in-person worship and other regular church 
gatherings. 
 

March 22 was our first 
“Zoom church.” It took a 
few weeks to work out 
technical challenges and 
get the Zoom process, in-
cluding streaming to Face-
book, in place. All along 
the way we posted litur-
gies and other gathering 
materials online. 
 
We continued, even though online, to engage in several special services 
associated with the Christian calendar, including Lenten, Holy Week, Ad-
vent, and Christmas observances.  

 
One especially fun and meaningful service was Christ-
mas Eve, 2020, which was streamed live from each of 
our pastors’ homes. 
 
Though worship was a challenge in many ways during 
the Covid year, our pastors worked especially hard to 
maintain regular opportunities for gatherings. Early in the 
pandemic, our worship was virtual only. Gradually, we 
expanded to outdoor gatherings, first at the Epiclesis 

Chapter House, then several Sundays in the fall we gathered on the lawn 
at Christ the King Retreat Center. In addition, when conditions allowed, 
we offered a small group Celtic Worship experience on Wednesday eve-
nings at the Chapter House. 
 
In 2021, we began to integrate in-person gatherings during Holy Week.  

 
The Ash Wednesday Service featured drive-through com-
munion and ashes with an accompanying Lenten prayer 
devotional, and we also hosted a limited-capacity indoor 
service in the Chapel which was livestreamed. Our Good 
Friday prayer vigil and contemplation at the Chapter 
House was also streamed to Zoom and Facebook, as was 
Easter. 
 

Epiclesis continued its weekly “Celtic Prayer and Com-
munion” gatherings on Thursday mornings. The ser-
vice, online since the beginning of Covid and continu-
ing that way until now, lasts about 30 minutes. 
 
 


