
 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 

September 26, 2021 (Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 

Sing to the LORD, all the earth.  

Sing to the LORD and bless His name; 

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 
 

Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases, 

Who redeems your life from the pit, 

Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; 

Who satisfies your years with good things,  

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 

The LORD has established His throne in the heavens,  

and His sovereignty rules over all! 
 

Bless the LORD, all His works, in all places of His dominion. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul!         – from Psalms 96:and 103 
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10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 
 

Chorus: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;  
Worship His holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul;  

I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 

It’s time to sing Your song again, 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me –  

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
 

Chorus 
 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger; 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing –  

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 
 

Chorus 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending –  
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore. 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song #6016351 ©2011 Atlas Mountain Songs ] sixsteps Music | Thankyou Music | 

worshiptogether.com songs. Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman. CCLI License  #3097801 

 

 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 

Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
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Chorus: 

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness: 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided –  

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm. Hymn tune: William M. Runyan.  

©1923, 1951 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI Song #18723 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches  

of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable are His judgments  

and unfathomable His ways! 

For from Him and through Him and to Him  

are all things; to Him be glory forever. 

The law of the LORD is perfect,  

restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the Lord is sure,  

making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the LORD are right,  
rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the Lord is pure,  

enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean,  

enduring forever; 

The judgments of the LORD are true;  

they are righteous altogether. 
They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. 

Your testimonies are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my 

heart. I have inclined my heart to keep Your statures forever,  

even to the end.           – Rom. 11: 33, 36; Psalm 19:7-11, 119:111-112 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

But who can discern their own errors? 

Cleanse me from hidden faults. 
Keep back Your servant from willful sins;  

do not let them rule over me. 

Then I will be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
– Psalm 19:12-13 

 

Most holy and merciful Father: 

We confess to You, our God, and before one another,  

that we have sinned, in thought, word, and deed. 
 

[Silence] 
 

We have offended Your holiness. We have followed the devices of 

our own hearts, and have spurned the promptings of Your Spirit. 
 

[Silence] 
 

We have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
 

Father Hear Our Prayer 
 

Father, hear our prayer that our lives may be 

Consecrated only unto You. 

Cleanse us with Your fire, fill us with Your pow’r, 
That the world may glorify Your name. 
 

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

CCLI Song #1559236 ©1995 IQ Music Ltd. Andy Piercy. 

 

Have mercy on us, Lord.  

Accept our repentance, and accomplish in us the work of Your 

salvation, that we may show forth Your glory in the world;  

through Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The word of the Lord to us, His people: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who gave Himself for our sins to set us free from the present evil 

age, according to the will of our God and Father. 

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 

transgressions from us. Just as a father has compassion on his 

children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. 

The steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting  

on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s 

children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do 

His commandments. 
– Galatians 1:3-4; Psalm 103:8, 13-14, 17-18 

 
TIME OF OFFERING 

Words  and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 

 

You Are the Light 
 

We are the people of God, the sons and the daughters of love. 
Forgiven, restored and redeemed, 

We’re living our lives to the praise of our King. 
 

We are the ones who will shine His light in the darkness of night. 

The hopeless, the broken, the poor, 
They will be hopeless and broken no more. 
 

Chorus 

You are the light, the light of the world, and we shine You, Lord. 

(Repeat) 
 

Bridge 

We shine like stars in the universe, proclaiming the hope of our God. 
To the sons and daughters in all the earth, we shine You, Lord. 
 

To the lost and the broken, the hurting and hopeless, 

We shine You, Lord. 

To the ones who are weary, the burdened and the suffering, 
We shine You, Lord. 
 

CCLI Song #4939849 ©2007 sixsteps Songs | Worship Together Music. Steve Fee. 
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THE WORD 

 
James 5:13-20 

 

 

 
 

THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

Before the Throne of God Above 
 

Before the Throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea, 

A great High Priest whose Name is Love, 

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on His hands; 
My name is written on His heart. 

I know that while in Heav’n He stands, 

No tongue can bid me thence depart; 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
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When Satan tempts me to despair, 

And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end to all my sin. 

Because the sinless Savior died 

My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God the just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me, 

To look on Him and pardon me. 
 

Before Him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I Am, the King of glory and of grace: 
One with Himself I cannot die; my soul is purchased by His Blood. 

My life is hid with Christ on high with Christ my Savior and my God; 

With Christ my Savior and my God. 
 

Words by Charitie Lees Bancroft (1863). Music: Vikki Cook. ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship. 

CCLI Song #2306412. This setting: Ellen Koehler ©2014.  

 
Agnus Dei 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, for our Lord God Almighty reigns. (Repeat) 

Alleluia. Holy, holy are You, Lord God Almighty. 

Worthy is the Lamb; worthy is the Lamb. 
You are holy. Holy are You, Lord God Almighty. 

Worthy is the Lamb; worthy is the Lamb; Amen. 
 

CCLI Song  #626713 ©1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music; Michael W. Smith 

 

SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 

 
You Are the Light (reprise) 

 

We are the people of God, the sons and the daughters of love. 

Forgiven, restored and redeemed, 

We’re living our lives to the praise of our King. 
 

You are the light, the light of the world, and we shine You, Lord. 
(Repeat) 
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Benediction: 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the 
world: Grant that Your people, illumined by Your word and Table, 

may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory.  Amen. 

And as we go forth, in faith and joy, to love and serve the Lord,  

may He grant that what has been said with our lips we may  
believe in our hearts, and that what we believe in our hearts  

we may practice in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever.  

Amen!  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  

“Will you be afraid of danger in persecution or of losing the most precious thing 

you have— Christ? . . . Perish the thought. For such fear isn't for the sane and 

such an argument argues insanity. If I may say so, it is incautious caution, a trick 

of the evil one! He is darkness and pretends to be light. And when he can't 

prevail in open war any longer, he lays secret snares. He gives apparently good 

advice (although it is really evil) to defeat us by a trick and trap us in his 

plotting. In this instance he is clearly aiming at defeating us. . . . This is his 
character. He will never cease from duplicity as long as he sees us pressing on 

towards heaven from which he has fallen. O beloved of God, why do you not 

recognize the plots of your enemy? For the battle is against him, and is 

concerned with the most important interests . . . The interests you are fighting 

for are great and you need great stability. Protect yourself with the shield of 

faith. The enemy fears you when you fight armed with this weapon. Therefore 

he wants to strip you of the Gift to make you unarmed and defenseless and 

defeat you more easily. He attacks every age and every form of life; everyone 

must resist him.”         – Gregory of Nazianzen 
 

Image credits. p. 1. Karen Harkema, A Pleasant Path, South Africa, contemp; p. 3: Mark Lawrence, 

Let Your Light Shine (Mt 5:16); p. 6: Kjersti Timenes, Bread and Wine, contemp; p. 7: Consecration 

Cross, Church of All Saints (Norfolk, England), 1301. Wikimedia Commons. 
 

Lectionary for next week:   Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Genesis 2:18-24;  

     Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 
 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
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Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
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