
 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 

August 15, 2021 (Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Ancient of Days 
 

Blessing and honor, glory and power, 
Be unto the Ancient of Days. 

From ev’ry nation, all of creation, 

Bow before the Ancient of Days. 

Ev’ry tongue in heaven and earth shall declare Your glory, 
Ev’ry knee shall bow at Your throne in worship; 

You will be exalted, O God, 

And Your kingdom shall not pass away, O Ancient of Days. 
 

CCLI Song #798108 ©1992 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Gary Sadler, Jamie Harvill 

 

We are gathered to praise and worship the eternal God, 

the source of all life and blessing. 

There is none like You, O LORD, 

Holy and awesome; righteous and just; 

nor are there any works like Yours. 
For You are great, and do wondrous things; You alone are God! 

We will give thanks to the LORD with our whole hearts, 

in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
– from Psalms 86 and 111 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

2 

Holy and Awesome Is He (Psalm 111) 
 

Refrain (sung): 

Praise the Lord!  
I will thank Him with my whole heart. 

Bless His Name!  

I will delight in His great works. 

Honor and majesty, righteous forever; 
Holy and awesome is He! 

 

(spoken) 

Great are the works of the LORD;  

they are studied by all who delight in them. 

Full of honor and majesty is His work,  

and His righteousness endures forever. 

He has gained renown by His wonderful deeds; 
the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

He provides food for those who fear Him;  

He is ever mindful of His covenant. 
He has shown His people the power of His works,  

in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
 

Refrain 
 

The works of His hands are faithful and just; 
all His precepts are trustworthy. 

They are established forever and ever,  

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

He sent redemption to His people. 
He has commanded His covenant forever. 

Holy and awesome is His name. 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

All those who practice it have a good understanding. 

His praise endures forever. 
 

Refrain 
 

Setting: Ellen Koehler; Copyright ©2009 Ellen Koehler. All Rights Reserved. 
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PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 

Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
 

Immortal Invisible (Your Great Name We Praise) 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise; 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes. 

Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light; 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, You rule us in might. 

Your justice, like mountains, high soaring above; 
Your clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

Chorus 

Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 

Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 
 

All life comes from You, Lord, to both great and small; 

In all life You live, Lord, the true Life of all. 
We blossom and flourish but quickly grow frail; 

We wither and perish, but You never fail. 
 

Chorus 
 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light; 

Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we will render, oh Father of Grace; 

Till one day in splendor we see face to face. 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song #4088941 © 2001 Sovereign Grace Praise;  

Bob Kauflin | Walter Chalmers Smith   
CCLI License  # 3097801 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Let us together profess the faith of the church of all ages 

in these words of the Apostle Paul: 
 

Our faith rests not on human wisdom,  
but on the power of God. 

This is the power of God:  

Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

We declare the wisdom of God, 

a mystery that was hidden  

and that God ordained for our glory  

from before time began. 
None of the rulers of this age understood it,  

for if they had,  

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

But as it is written:  

“No eye has seen, nor ear heard,  

  nor the human heart conceived,  

  what God has prepared for those who love Him.”  

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. 

Oh, the depth of the riches  

of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  
How unsearchable are His judgments  

and unfathomable His ways! 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 

To Him be glory forever! 
– from 1 Corinthians 2:1-10 and Romans 11:33, 36 

 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Come, children, and listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

Who among you desires life and loves many days, 
that you may see good? 

Keep your tongue from evil,  

and your lips from speaking deceit; 
turn away from evil and do good;  

seek peace and pursue it.    – Psalm 34:11-14 
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 [Silence] 

 

Most holy and merciful God, You have shown us the way of life 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

We confess to You and before one another  

that we have sinned, in thought, word and deed.  

At times, we have offended Your holiness.  

We have failed to love our neighbors;  

we have not forgiven others.  

Too often, we have followed the devices of our own hearts,  

and have spurned the promptings of Your Spirit. 
 

O God, forgive us, and cleanse us by Your Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify  

Your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Bless the Lord 
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 
 

Songs and Prayers from Taizé; ©1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, F-71250 Taizé, France 

 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

This is God’s assurance of His love and deliverance: 
 

The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous, 

and His ears are open to their cry.  

He is near to the brokenhearted,  
and saves those who have a contrite spirit. 

The LORD redeems the soul of His servants,  

and none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned. 
 

He sent redemption to His people;  

He has commanded His covenant forever.  

Holy and awesome is His name! 
– from Psalms 34:15, 18, 22; 111:9 
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TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 

Thou my best thought in the day and the night; 
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word. 

Thou ever with me and I with Thee, Lord. 

Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for my fight, 

Thou my whole armor, and Thou my true might. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower. 

O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance now and always. 

Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart, 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE); trans. Mary Byrne, 1905; versified by Eleanor Hull, 1912. 

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

 

 
THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, 

Forever.  Amen 
 

King of Wisdom and Light 
 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might: 

Heaven is filled with Your glory, King of wisdom and light. 
 

We worship You, we praise You, God Most High; 

We worship You, we praise You, King and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

CCLI Song #2514352 ©1998 International Liturgy Publications; Jim Cowan 

 

SENDING FORTH 
The Life of the Body 

 

Be Thou My Vision (verse 5) 
 

High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun; 
Grant me its joys e’er the victory is won. 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
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Benediction:  

Now, we go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord. 
And as we go, let this be the prayer of faith  

that encourages and sustains us: 

May we be made strong  

with all the strength that comes from His glorious power, 
filled with the knowledge of His will  

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding; 

that we may lead lives worthy of the Lord,  
fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work  

and growing in the knowledge of God. 

Amen! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
– based on Colossians 1:9-11 

 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“We pray that words may be given to us, as it is written in the book of Jeremiah:  

The Lord said to the prophet: ‘Behold, I have put My words in thy mouth as fire. 
See, I have set thee this day over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out and 

to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, and to build and to plant.’ For we 
need words now that will root out of every wounded soul the disgraces spoken 

against the truth. . . . We also need thoughts that will pull down all edifices based on 
false opinions. . . . And we require a wisdom that will throw down all high things 

that rise against the knowledge of God. Just as we must not stop rooting out and 
pulling down the hindrances that have just been mentioned, we must, in place of 

what has been rooted out, plant the plants of God's field. In place of what has been 
pulled down, we must raise the building of God and the temple of His glory. For that 

reason, we must also pray to the Lord who gave the gifts named in the book of 
Jeremiah. Pray that He may grant us words for building up the temple of Christ, for 

planting the spiritual law, and for teaching others to do the same.”  – Origen  
 

Image credits. p. 1. Mark Lawrence, The Privilege of Knowing (John 14:10); p. 3: Mike Moyers, 

Awake My Soul (“the Light of the Word shattering the darkness”), 2011, Creative Commons;  

p. 7: Consecration Cross, Church of All Saints (Norfolk, England), 1301, Wikimedia Commons. 
 

Lectionary for next week: 1 Kings 8:1-43; Psalm 84; Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18; 
                 Psalm 34:15-22; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69 

 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 

(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2021 E.K. 


