
 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 

July 18, 2021 (Eighth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Who is like You, O God, Majestic in holiness, 

awesome in praises, working wonders? 

Your faithfulness surrounds You, O God; 

Your lovingkindness is established forever! 

All Your works praise you, O LORD,  

and Your faithful servants bless you. 

We declare that Your steadfast love is established forever; 

Your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, 
Your faithfulness in the assembly of the saints! 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;  

Your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

Bow down toward His holy temple in worship, and give thanks 
to His name for His unfailing love and faithfulness. 

We will give You thanks with all our hearts, 

and sing of Your steadfast love, O LORD, forever, 

proclaiming Your faithfulness to all generations! 
– from Psalms 89, 138 
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O Worship the King 
 

O, worship the King, all glorious above, 

And gratefully sing His wonderful love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

Oh, girded with praise. 
 

O, tell of His might and sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

And dark is the path on the wings of the storm. 

O, sing of His grace. 
 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

O, worship the King, worship the King. 
 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend. 
 

Redeemer and Friend, He’s our Redeemer and Friend, 
O, worship the King. 
 

Redeemer and Friend, He’s our Redeemer and Friend, 

O, worship the King. Worship the King. 
 

Words: Robert Grant, in Christian Psalmody, 1833; adapted from William Kethe, the Genevan 

Psalter, 1561. Hymn tune: LYONS, attrib. to Johann M. Hadyn. Setting: ©2004 Ellen Koehler. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 

Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 

 
Sung: 

O, worship the King. Worship the King. 
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Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations! 

Son of God and Son of man: 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

Now and forevermore be Thine. 
 

Public Domain; Anon. German hymn Münster Gesangbuch, 1677; transl. source unknown, vs 1-

3; vs 4, Joseph A. Seiss. Music Schleische Volksleider, 1842  Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2010  

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Remember that you were at one time separate from Christ,  

aliens from the commonwealth of Israel  
and strangers to the covenants of promise, 

having no hope and without God in the world. 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off  
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

For He Himself is our peace.  

In His flesh He has made the two groups into one,  

and has broken down the dividing wall, 

that is, the hostility between us: 

He has abolished the law with its commandments and 

ordinances, so that He might create in Himself one new 

humanity in place of the two, thus making peace; 

and so that He might reconcile both to God in one body 

through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility. 
He came and preached peace to you who were far off, and peace  

to those who were near. For through Him we both have access 

in one Spirit to the Father. 

So then, we are no longer strangers and aliens, 

but fellow citizens with the saints  

and also members of God’s household, 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Himself the cornerstone. 

In Him the whole structure is fitted and joined together  

and grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 

In Him we also are being built together  

into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  
– based on Ephesians 2:11-22 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Lord, You have called us to be Your own – fellow citizens with the 

saints, members of Your household, and together Your dwelling place 

in the Spirit. We were bought with a price, the price of Your life and 

blood. We love You, and we want to live for You. 

 

 [Silence] 
 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to You, so guide our 

minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be 

wholly Yours, utterly dedicated unto You; and then use us, we 

pray, as You will, and always to Your glory and the blessing and 

well-being of Your people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 

Grant us peace, Grant us peace. 
 

©2001 Arr. ICS, UBP; Setting Jim Hart 

Used by permission. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

People of the church, hear the good news of the Gospel: 

The word of the Lord: 

“I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting 

covenant with them.  … My dwelling place shall be with them, and I 

will be their God, and they shall be My people.”    – Ezekiel 37: 26-27 
 

In Christ, we who once were far off  have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. For He himself is our peace. And He has made both 

Jews and Gentiles into one new humanity, reconciling them in Him. 
– from Ephesians 2:13-16 
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TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

Sovereign and gracious Lord, through Your goodness and mercies You 

have blessed us with all we have, and all we are. With gratitude we 

willingly give back to You what is Yours – Your tithes, our offerings, 
our very lives – as an expression of our worship, honor, and praise. 

 

We Humbly Bow 
 

We humbly bow before You now, 
We lift our lives up to You. 

On our knees we bring our humble offering 

Of worship and honor and praise. 
 

Chorus 

Boldly we come to Your throne, O Father, 
But only by grace can we come. 

We’ve been bought by the precious blood of the Lamb. 

We lay down our lives before You, Jesus,  
We willingly give You all, 

As humbly at Your feet we fall. 

For it’s the highest place of all, O Lord. 
 

On this holy ground our hearts bow down, 
Your awesome splendor overwhelms. 

But there is no fear, for Jesus You are here; 

Your shed blood has made us a way. 
 

CCLI Song #1270955 ©1994 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music;  Tom Brooks 

CCLI License  #3097801 

 
 

THE WORD 

 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 23 
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THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you!  
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again! 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heav’n. 
Provide each day our daily needs; 

Forgive our sins as we forgive others’ wrongs; 

And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, forever and ever; 

And Thine is the power, forever and ever; 

And Thine is the glory, now and forever, 
Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Behold the Lamb 
 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us: 
And we remember 

The promise made that all who come in faith 

Find forgiveness at the cross. 

So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King. 
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The body of our Savior, Jesus Christ, torn for you:  
Eat and remember 

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 

Paid the price to make us one. 

So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of love around the table of the King. 
 

The blood that cleanses ev’ry stain of sin, shed for you: 

Drink and remember 

He drained death’s cup that all may enter in  
To receive the life of God. 

So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 

As a sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the King. 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond,  

And to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ  

As His body here on earth. 

As we share in His suffering, we proclaim: Christ will come again! 
And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n around the table of the King. 
 

CCLI Song #5003372; ©2007 Thankyou Music. Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty,  Stuart Townend. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
 

Benediction 
 

May the Lord bless us and keep us. 
May the Lord smile on us, shine His light upon us. 

May the Lord lift us, turn His face towards us, 

Give us His peace, give us His peace. 
 

Blessed we came to this place today, 

And blessed now, we will go. 
In the name of the Father, the Spirit, and the Son. 
 

Go now in peace; go now in peace. 
 

CCLI Song #7000703 ©2013 Atlas Mountain Songs | Said and Done Music | sixsteps Music | 

Thankyou Music | worshiptogether.com songs. Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin 
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Benediction 

Now, brothers and sisters, as we go forth in joy and peace  
to love and serve the Lord in all we do: 

May the God of peace, 

who raised to life the Great Shepherd of the sheep, 

make us ready to do His will in every good thing, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen! 

And may He guide us closer to Him and to one another, in the unity 
of the Spirit and the bond of peace, confirming us in His ways,  

for His glory alone, forever. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
—based on Hebrews 13:20-21 and Ephesians 4:3 

 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“Feed us, Your children, as sheep. Master, fill us with righteousness from Your own 

pasture. Instructor, give us food on Your holy mountain, the church, which towers in 
the air, is above the clouds, and touches heaven. ‘And I will be,’ He says, ‘their 

Shepherd,’ and will be as near to them as clothes to their skin. He wants to save my 
flesh by enveloping it in the robe of immortality, and He has anointed my body. 

‘They shall call Me,’ He says, ‘and I will say, Here am I.’ You heard sooner than I 
expected, Master. ‘And if they pass over, they shall not slip,’ says the Lord. For we 

who are passing over to eternal life will not fall into corruption because He will 
sustain us. For so He has said and so He has willed. Our Instructor is righteously 

good. ‘I came not,’ He says, ‘to be ministered unto, but to minister.’ Therefore, He is 
introduced in the Gospel as ‘wearied,’ because He toiled for us and promised ‘to 

give His life as a ransom for many.’ For Christ alone is the Good Shepherd. He is 
generous and gives us the greatest of all gifts, His own life. He is extremely good 

and loving to men, while, when He might have been Lord, He wished to become a 
brother to humanity. He was so good that He died for us.”    – Clement of Alexandria 
 
Image credits. p. 1. Ain Vares, “So go ahead, Everyone, and Shout out Your Praises with Joy!” (Psalm 

98:4), contemp., Estonia. www.ainvaresart.com; p. 6: Daniel Bonnell, “The Good Shepherd,” contemp. 

 

Lectionary for next week: 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14; 2 Kings 4:42-44; 
             Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21 

 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 

(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2021 E.K. 


