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GATHERING 

The heavens are telling the glory of God;  

and their expanse proclaims His handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech; night to night reveals knowledge. 

They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from 

them. Yet their voice goes out through all the earth,  

and their words to the end of the world. 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever. 
The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 

They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 

Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 
By them Your servant is warned;  

In keeping them there is great reward. 
 

Make Your face shine on Your servants, and teach us Your ways. 

Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart. 

I have inclined my heart to keep your decrees forever,  

even to the end.              – from Psalms 19:1-11 and 119:111-112, 135 
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We Bow Down 
 

You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, 

Lord of the land and the sea. 
You were Lord of the heavens before there was time, 

And Lord of all lords You will be. 
 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord; 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord; 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord: 
Lord of all lords You will be. 
 

You are King of creation and King of my life, 

King of the land and the sea. 

You were King of the heavens before there was time, 
And King of all kings You will be. 
 

We bow down and we crown You the King; 

We bow down and we crown You the King; 

We bow down and we crown You the King. 

King of all kings You will be. 
 

CCLI Song #20003. ©1984 New Spring.  Twila Paris. 

CCLI License  # 3097801 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 

Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 

 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

Praise to the Lord,  
The Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him,  

For He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear,  

Now to His temple draw near; 

Join me in glad adoration! 
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Praise to the Lord,  

Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

Shelters thee under His wings,  
Yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen how all thy longings have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Hast thou not seen how all thy longings have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Words: Joachim Neander, 1680; transl. by Catherine Winkworth, 1863. 

Hymn tune: LOBE DEN HERREN, 1665. Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2013. 

 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world through its wisdom did not know Him,  

God was pleased, through the foolishness of what was preached,  
to save those who believe. 

We proclaim Christ crucified,  

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  

but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;  

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 

God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 

to reduce to nothing things that are, 
So that no one might boast in the presence of God. 

He is the source of our life in Christ Jesus,  

who became for us wisdom from God –  

that is, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption, – 

in order that, as it is written,  

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
– from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

But who can discern their own errors?  

Cleanse me from hidden faults. 
 

Keep Your servants from willful sins; 

Let them not rule over me. 

Then I will be blameless,  

and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 

be pleasing to You, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer. 
– from Psalm 19:12-14 

 

[Silence] 
 

 

Purify My Heart 
 

Purify my heart, 
Touch me with Your cleansing fire; 

Take me to the cross, 

Your holiness is my desire. 
Breathe Your life in me, 

Kindle a love 

That flows from Your throne. 

Oh, purify my heart, purify my heart. 
 

CCLI Song #1314323 ©1993 Maranatha Praise, Inc. Jeff Nelson 

 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

This is God’s covenant promise to His people: 
 

“I will put my law within them,  

and I will write it on their hearts.  
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  

And they shall all know Me,  

for I will forgive their iniquity  
and remember their sins no more.” 

– Jeremiah 31:33-34 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

Oh God of Mine 
 

Oh God of mine, I’ll have no idols; 
Oh God of mine, come lead the way; 

Oh God of mine, I’m greatly humbled, 

This sinner’s heart, You came to save. 
 

Oh God of mine, through storm and trial; 
Oh God of mine, through death and grave; 

Oh God of mine, in resurrection. 

Your scars display my soul’s refrain. 
 

Oh God of mine, Who holds all nations; 

Oh God of mine, Who saves the day; 
Oh God of mine, Your grace sufficient, 

Your tender mercies new by morn. 
 

Oh God of mine, forever faithful; 

Oh God of mine, forever stay;  
Oh God of mine, forever after, 

These eyes upon Your face will gaze. (Repeat twice) 
 

Oh God of mine, I’ll have no idols; 

Oh God of mine, come lead the way; 

Oh God of mine, I’m greatly humbled, 
This sinner’s heart, You came to save.  (Repeat twice) 
 

Rita Springer. ©2004 Kindred Joy Music 

 
 

THE WORD 

 
John 2:13-22 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Philippians 3:7-11 
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THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

 

The Lord be with you!  

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever.  Amen 

 
May the Words of My Mouth 

 

May the words of my mouth,  

And the thoughts of my heart 

Bless Your name, bless Your name, Jesus; 

And the deeds of the day,  
And the truth in my way, 

Speak of You, speak of You, Jesus. 
 



 

7 

Chorus 

For this is what I’m glad to do; 
It’s time to live a life of love that pleases You. 

And I will give my all to You, 

Surrender everything I have and follow You, 

I’ll follow You. 
 

Lord, will You be my vision; Lord, will You be my Guide? 
Be my hope, be my life, and the Way. 

And I’ll look not for riches, nor praises on the earth, 

Only You’ll be the first of my heart. 
 

CCLI Song #3232310 ©2000 Thankyou Music. Tim Hughes, Rob Hill. 

 

 
I Will Bow to You 

 

Lord, I will bow to You, 

To no other God but You alone. 

Lord, I will worship You, 

Nothing hands have made, but You alone. 
 

I will lay down my idols, 
Thrones I have made, 

All that has taken my heart. 

Lord, I will bow to You, 
To no other God but You alone 
 

CCLI Song #3262139 ©2001 Integrity’s Praise! Music; Pete Episcopo 

 
 

SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (verse 4) 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again; 

Gladly, for aye we adore Him. 
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Benediction: 

Now brothers and sisters, go forth into the world to love and serve the 
Lord, living out your baptisms as Christ’s faithful disciples. And as 

you go, remember always that God is your Refuge and Fortress, who 

in His eternal faithfulness saves, sustains, enables, and encourages 

you. 

Amen. 
Now may the Lord continue to direct your hearts into God’s love and 

Christ’s perseverance, as you walk in Christ’s own footsteps, taking 
on His likeness, in this journey of Lent. 

We remember, and we go with grateful hearts into the world to 

love and serve the Lord.  Amen. Thanks be to God! 
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers – “The fear of the Lord is our 

cross. Those who are crucified no longer have the power to move or turn their limbs 
in any direction they please. Similarly, we shouldn't fix our wishes and desires on 

what pleases and delights us now, but according to how the Law of the Lord 
constrains us. Those who are fastened to the wood of the cross no longer consider 

present things or think about their preferences. They aren't distracted by anxiety and 
care for tomorrow and aren't disturbed by the desire for any possession. They aren't 

inflamed by pride, strife, or rivalry. They don't grieve during present pain and don't 
remember past injuries. For while they are still breathing in the body, they consider 

themselves dead to every earthly thing. Instead, they send the thoughts of their heart 
ahead to where they know they will shortly follow. So when we are crucified by fear 

of the Lord, we should definitely be dead to all these things. That is, we shouldn't 
only die to wickedness, but also to every earthly thing. We should fix the eye of our 

minds onto the place we constantly hope to reach. For in this way we can destroy all 
our desires and fleshly affections.”          – John Cassian 
 
Image credits. p. 1: Caspar David Friedrich, “Evening,” 1824; p. 4: Sarah Hall, “Living Cross,” 

contemp. Creative Commons.  

 
Lectionary for next week:  Numbers 21:4-9;  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; 
              Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
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Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
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