
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
January 17, 2021 (Second Sunday of Epiphany) 

 

GATHERING 

We are gathered to worship the LORD,  

the God of all creation, maker of heaven and earth. 

You spoke, and by Your Word brought all things into being. 

You spoke, and Your Word came to dwell among us, 

full of grace and truth. 
 

O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

You understand my thoughts from afar. 

You search out my path and my lying down; 

You are familiar with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, You know it completely. 

You have hedged me in – behind and before –  

and lay Your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

It is too high, I cannot attain it.  

I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are Your works! My soul knows it very well. 
My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, 

when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed substance, and in Your book  
were written all the days that were ordained for me, 

when as yet there were none of them. 

How precious are Your thoughts to me, O God!  

How vast is the sum of them! If I should count them,  

they would outnumber the grains of the sand.  

When I am awake, I am still with You. 
– Psalm 139:1-6, 14-18 
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Our Great God 
 

Eternal God, unchanging,  

Mysterious and unknown; 
Your boundless love, unfailing,  

Grace and mercy shown. 

Bright seraphim in ceaseless flight  

Around Your glorious throne; 
They raise their voices day and night  

In praise to You alone. 
 

Chorus: 

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 
 

Lord, we are weak and frail,  

Helpless in the storm. 

Surround us with Your angels,  

Hold us in Your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy,  

His pleasure is our harm. 

Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee  
Before our sov’reign God. 
 

Chorus 
 

Let ev’ry creature in the sea  

And ev’ry flying bird, 

Let ev’ry mountain, ev’ry field 

And valley of the earth; 
Let all the moons and all the stars  

In all the universe 

Sing praises to the living God  
Who rules them by His Word. 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song #3493094 ©2002 New Spring | Word Music | Dejamesolo Music.  

Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega. CCLI License  #3097801 
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PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 

Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
 

 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Let us together profess the faith of the church of all ages  

in the words of this creed of the ancient church: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day He rose again; 

He ascended to heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God, 

the Father almighty. 

From there He will come to judge  

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 - The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

4 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
try me and know my thoughts. 

See if there be any hurtful way in me; 

and lead me in the way everlasting.   – Psalm 139:23, 24 
 

[Silent confessions] 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

[Silence] 

 
 

Create In Me a Clean Heart 
 

Create in me a clean heart, 

And purify me, purify me. 

Create in me a clean heart,  
So I may worship Thee. 
 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; 

Please don’t take Your spirit from me. 

And restore the joy of salvation,  
So that I may worship Thee. 
 

Donnie McClurkin. © 2003 Seven Summits Music and Don Mac Music 

 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

The words of Jesus, great blessings of pardon: 
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“I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 

Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one  

who loves me. Those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments  

and abide in His love. 

I have said these things to you  

so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete.” 
– John 14:20-21, 15:10-11 

 

TIME OF OFFERING 
Words and testimonies of thanksgiving and praise. 

 

Open My Eyes That I May See 
 

Open my eyes that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit divine. 
 

Open my ears that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my ears, illumine me, 

Spirit divine. 
 

Text and tune: Clara H. Scott, 1895. 

Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2011 
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THE WORD 

 
1 Samuel 3:1-20 

 

1 Corinthians 1:20-30 

 
 

 

 
THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 

 
The Lord be with you!  

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever.  Amen 
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Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, God Almighty. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, God Almighty. 
Who was and is, and is to come, 

Who was and is, and is to come –  
 

Lift up His name with the sound of singing, 

Lift up His name in all the earth. 

Lift up your voice and give Him glory, 
For He is worthy to be praised. 
 

CCLI Song #1540719. ©1995 Thankyou Music.  

Nathan Fellingham 

 

 
 

SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
 

Open My Eyes That I May See (verse 3) 
 

Open my mouth and let me bear 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart, and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my heart, illumine me, 
Spirit divine. 
 

Text and tune: Clara H. Scott, 1895. 
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Benediction: 

Beloved, as we go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord, 
walking out our baptisms in trust and faithfulness,  

may our ears and hearts be ever attentive, attuned,  

and responsive to His voice. 

Amen! 
And now, Almighty God,  

whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world,  

grant that Your people, illumined by Your word and Table,  
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory,  

that He may be known, worshiped, and obeyed  

to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“Consider the ignorant person who is feeling his disgrace. Either driven by 

someone's encouragement or moved by a desire to imitate other wise men, he hands 
himself over to someone he is sure will carefully train and competently instruct him. 

Then if he who had hardened himself in ignorance should faithfully surrender 
himself to a master and promise to obey him in everything, the master, seeing his 

determination, would promise to take away all ignorance and to fill his mind with 

knowledge. The master will not attempt this if the student refuses or resists his 
efforts, but only if he sacrifices and binds himself to complete obedience. In the 

same way, the Word of God promises to take away the stony heart of those who 
draw near to Him. God will not do this for those who don't listen to His word, but 

only for those who receive His commands.”     – Origen  

 
Image credits – p. 1: Mark Lawrence, “The Curtain of Heaven,” contemp.; p. 6: Daniel Bonnell, 

“Communion Cup,” contemp.; p. 7: Mike Moyers, “Awake My Soul.” 

 

Lectionary for next week: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12;  

               1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
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