
November 17:  

“Thanksgiving for the Future of the Kingdom” 

Thanksgiving for future 
promises, built on the past 
and sustained in the pre-
sent. 

 

 

Readings:  

Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

 

 

November 24: 

“Thanksgiving for the Reign of Christ the King” 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be ages 
unto ages. 

 

 

Readings:  

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Co-
lossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
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A Month of Thanksgiving: 

An Ancient-Future Contemplation of Thankfulness 

 

     During Novem-
ber, we’ll embark on 
“a Month of Thanks-
giving” through a 
scriptural study of 
thankfulness. For 
what are we thank-
ful, and why? To 
whom do we direct 
our thanksgiving?  

     And, what kinds of things does God deem worthy of inspir-
ing our thankfulness? Beginning with All Saints Sunday and 
ending with the last Sunday of the Christian year, which is 
devoted to Christ the King, we’ll contemplate these ques-
tions— and more— through the weekly readings of the Re-
vised Common Lectionary. 

     But we’ll also take a close look at thanksgiving through the 
ancient-future lens of past— present— future. Do you re-
member the terms anamnesis and prolepsis? Anamnesis is 
that wonderful theological term that refers to the deep recol-
lection of God’s saving acts and deeds. It’s a powerful kind of 
experiential memory by which something from the past is 
brought with such force into the present that, in a mysterious 
way, we also are participants. Prolepsis, on the other hand, is 
a looking forward with deep anticipation and confident hope 
to that which we know will arrive in the future. 

     We most often speak of these terms in the context of the 
Lord’s Table, but they have profound theological meaning for 
all of worship and, especially, for thanksgiving. As we’ll see, 
true thankfulness resounds with both deep recollection and 
deep anticipation of God’s presence and works. And it’s al-
ways understood and experienced in layers of past— pre-
sent— future. 

Here’s our itinerary of thankfulness... 

 

November 3:  

“Thanksgiving for the Saints in Our Lives” 

The past, brought into the pre-
sent, still present and envisioned 
in the future. 

 

 

Readings:  

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; 
Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 10:  

“Thanksgiving for the Safety and Security of the Kingdom” 

Present thankfulness recollects 
the past and anticipates the fu-
ture. 

 

 

Readings:  

Haggai 1:15n-2:9; Psalm 145:1-
5, 17-31, Psalm 98; Job 19:23-
27a; Psalm 17:1-9; 2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 


