
EPICLESIS MINUTES of Council of Elders 

 

DATE:  February 14, 2019 

 

Meeting place:  Chapter House 

Chair:  Tracey Bennett 

Scribe:  Donald Bowes 

 

PRESENT:   Chris Alford, Donald Bowes, Tracey Bennett, Michael Bennett, Marianne Sutter, Greg 

Sutter, Ellen Koehler, Doug Asche, Rick Asche, John Henderson, and Toni Kerber (guests) 

 

Meeting opened at 6:50 with a prayer session and was followed by a devotional by 

Tracey Bennett on History of St Valentine.   

 

Pastor Chris welcomed John Henderson and Toni Kerber who are currently in 

discernment to accept calls to be Elders for Epiclesis. 

 

• OLD BUSINESS: 

 

• FINANCIAL REPORT:  Discussion on how rent for Chapter House is calculated per the contract 

we signed with the Landlord.  John Henderson indicated that the structure was created to 

“substitute” for a guarantee.  For the benefit of the two discerning Elders, the process for 

counting money was discussed. 

 

• CHILDCARE: Marianne reported that Olivia will start on February 24.  There are already 11 

volunteers who have stepped up as helpers on Sunday.  Olivia will be available in the child care 

room and text Richard (or Thom) if there is a need for designated helper.  Live scan issues were 

discussed.  Rick volunteered to ask fellow pastors from other churches he knows how they dealt 

with the issue.  John Henderson volunteered to take a look at the Live Scan process and make a 

recommendation to the CoE. 

 

• WOMEN’S RETREAT:  We have dates.  June 28, 29, 30.  Location will be Jesuit Retreat Center in 

Applegate, CA.  No speaker has been identified as of this date.   

 

• NEW ELDERS:  Pastor Chris moderated a discussion of the discernment process with the 

prospective new Elders John and Toni.  Each prospective Elder gave their testimony and talked 

about their Spiritual Gifts.  A question and answer session then followed.  Chris will follow up 

with John and Toni in the next few days and contact the CoE about the discernment progress. 

 

• EATIN-MEETINGS:  The next Eatin/Meetings will be held after church on March 17 (St. Patrick’s 

Day), June 9 (Pentecost Sunday) and September 15 (St. Cyprian Day) – could be at the Snook 

Residence and also include the annual meeting as well. 

 



• HOW CAN I HELP?:  Questions regarding this should be going to Doug Asche, not Mike Bennett.  

Chris will correct on the website. 

 

• PASTOR CHRIS SABBATICAL:  Chris plans to leave on July 3 and return on September 3.  He will 

be in the British Isles for the entire time, staying in London (Maidstone) at a friend’s home 

gratis.  He plans on making a side trip to Dublin to see the Book of Kells at Trinity University and 

also hopes to deliver a paper at an Oxford Symposium in London on “Why Worship is the 

Purpose of the Church.”  More detail on these things will be forthcoming as they are firmed up. 

 

• DOUG AND MARSHA:  Doug and Marsha would like to take the month of March off from Church 

responsibilities to complete home upgrades.  A brief discussion followed about how their 

absence would be covered with regards to sound board, bulletin production and keyboard in the 

worship band.   

 

• OFFICE OF DEACON: This was tabled to be discussed at the March meeting. 

 

• ORDINATION OF PASTOR RICK:  Rick’s Ordination paper will be completed soon to be discussed 

by the Elders with Rick on the day after the March Elder’s meeting. 

 

• The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:07.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


