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The timing of this observance is important. Just as the transfigura-
tion prepared Jesus for his passion and death, so our prayerful ponder-
ing of his transfiguration helps prepare us for our Lenten journey in 
which we concentrate on his sufferings. The spirit and the colors of the 
worship space at this time should aim to reflect Christ’s glory, so the 
suggested color for celebrating Transfiguration is white.  

Scriptures for Meditation: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 
3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a). 
 
Would you like to learn more about Epiphany and the Christian year? 
Look for these resources): 

 
Calendar: Christ’s Time for the Church. Laurence Hull Stookey  (Nashville: 
 Abingdon Press, 1996). 
 

Ancient-Future Time. Robert E. Webber (Grand Rapids: Baker Books), 
 2004.  
 

The Seasons of the Christian Year (an online resource): Dennis Bratcher. 
 Available from: http://www.crivoice.org/chyear_resources.html 
 

Worship in Our Community (an online resource): Chris Alford. Available at 
 www.Epiclesis.org under “Resources”. 
 
Art credits:  
 
Page 2: “Epiphany” (Visit of the Magi). Traditional Eastern Orthodox icon. 
Page 3: “Baptism of the Christ.” Daniel Bonnell. 
Page 6: “Transfiguration.” Lewis Bowman. 
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World, is a great teacher and healer. The crowds came to hear him, 
which a large group of folks might do for a gifted, human speaker. But 
they also came to be healed and cured of the diseases and hurts of their 
individual lives, something that only happens in a divine encounter. 
What about you? Is Jesus teacher and healer in your life? 

Scriptures for Meditation: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 
15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26. 
 
Sunday, February 24 
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Light of the world…is the last Adam. 

If you’ll carefully read the passage from 1 Corinthians, you’ll discover 
that the Light of the World has another title or two you might not have 
considered before. Jesus is the “last Adam” and the “man of heaven.” 
Have you ever seen those titles before? And what might they say, and 
promise, about our future resurrection and home in a new heavens and 
new earth? 

Scriptures for Meditation: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38 
 
Sunday, March 3 
The Final Sunday after the Epiphany (Transfiguration Sunday) 
The Light of the world…is Jesus. 

Some Things to Think About: The 
last Sunday before Ash Wednesday 
is traditionally designated for tak-
ing note of the transfiguration of 
Jesus. At the transfiguration the 
great glory of God, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, was made clear to Pe-
ter, James, and John (Luke 9). In 
this glory we see a fuller represen-
tation of Jesus’ identity, and we 
glimpse the glory he would receive 
at the completion of his redemptive 
work. Transfiguration is the fourth 
celebration (after Christmas, Epiph-
any, and the Baptism of our Lord) 
that affirms the identity of Jesus as 
not only fully human but also fully 
divine.  

Learning about Epiphany... 
 
Christmas has come and gone… what next? 

 
Do you ever get a bit low after the Christ-

mas holidays? In some ways, it’s hard not to: 
The shopping is done, the special meals are 
over, the guests have gone home, and it’s time 
to take down the tree and all those lights. Of 
course, as believers, we want to try to live out 
the truth of Christmas all year around, but it’s 
still sometimes pretty tough to leave the 
“high” of Christmas behind and look ahead to 
more, say, unexciting times. 
 

So, how do you tell time? 

 

     It’s hard not to let the world shape the way we 
think about time.  Many Christians arrange their 
activities around the civic or academic calendars and 
think little of it. But the Bible’s view of time is 
much different. For the ancient Hebrews, and for the 
early Christian church, all of time was meant to be 
redeemed for the Lord.  Our contemporary notion of 
thinking that worship is a “Sunday thing” would be 
foreign to the first century believer.  Romans 12 
reminds us, “Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world.” It encourages us to live all of 
life as a sacrifice unto the Lord. Worship happens 7 
days a week, 12 months of the year! 

 

Today, as the world demands and commands so much of our time, 
many evangelicals are returning to the ages-old, traditional Christian year 
as a meaningful way to mark time. The Christian year was developed 
over the centuries to help believers order their steps and “redeem the 
time.” In following the Christian year, we join with believers all over the 
world and across the ages in a pilgrimage toward redeeming time for the 
Lord. Walking through the Christian year means following in Christ’s 
footsteps and learning more about discipleship, all while marking time in 
a spiritually disciplined way. 
 

We’ve just left the joyous, celebrative time of Advent and Christmas 
behind. But there’s a very important time of year just ahead! 
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What is Epiphany?  
 

Epiphany (which means “revelation” or “a revealing”) is the season 
of the Christian year where we focus on the revelation of God’s ulti-
mate gift to all the world, Jesus Christ, and celebrate the glorious truth 
that God’s Son came to earth for all humankind.  
 

The season begins as 
we leave behind Christ-
mas, with its emphasis on 
the Christ Child, the Incar-
nate Word, revealed first 
to the Jews (as seen in the 
coming of the shepherds). 
The focus now shifts to 
the wonderful truth that 
God also revealed the gift 
of his Son to the Gentiles 
(as seen in the coming of 
the wise men). Beginning 
with the day of Epiphany 
(January 6), the season 
continues until Ash 
Wednesday, and can in-
clude from four to nine 
Sundays (there are a total of six this year).  The color green, which de-
notes growth, is often associated with Epiphany. 
 

Epiphany centers on the person and work of Jesus Christ, begin-
ning with his baptism, that act of humble consecration as Jesus dedi-
cates himself to his earthly mission, and ending with his Transfigura-
tion, the exaltation of him as the Christ. Both events, especially given 
the voice of an approving Heavenly Father, serve as “bookends” to 
Epiphany. In between, we examine the nature of Christ, including his 
ultimate authority over all things. 

 
How can we grow this year during Epiphany?  

 
The content of our Christmas celebration is shaped not by what we 

do in the weeks that precede Christmas, but rather by what we do in 
the weeks that follow. How can that be? Churches that observe Christ-
mas as a stand-alone event may find it difficult to get past the senti-
mentality of seeing a cute, mild-natured baby in the manger– the 
deepest of any of the religious images that the world “allows” us 
this time of year.  
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tide dramatically turns: Jesus announces that he has come not only to 
the Jews, but also to everyone. He makes the point that when Israel re-
jected God’s messenger, Elijah, God sent the prophet to the Gentiles— 
and so it will be again if they refuse to accept Jesus. And with that, the 
same crowd that adored him only moments before became enraged. In 
fact, they were determined to kill him by throwing him off a cliff. Isn't 
that sometimes the way it is today? When Jesus “acts” like we think he 
should – when he gives the message we think he should give– we are 
amazed and we admire him. But when he challenges our expectations– 
when he denies our reality and tells us who he really is– we become 
angry. 
 
Scriptures for Meditation: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthi-
ans 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30. 
 
Sunday, February 10 
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Light of the world… is worthy to be worshiped. 

Some Things to Think About: The Psalm text for today says it all: “…
great is the glory of the LORD.” Contained in the Scripture passage 
from Isaiah is found one of the most glorious pictures of worship found 
in the Bible. Isaiah, in a vision of heavenly bliss, sees the Lord “high 
and lifted up” with the train of his robe filling the temple with glory. As 
we journey onward through Epiphany, we increasingly see the Light of 
the World as worthy to be worshiped. Jesus Christ has died, he has ris-
en, and he will come again. Because he has defeated the powers and 
principalities of this world, he is worship to be worshiped. 
 
Scriptures for Meditation: Isaiah 6:1-8, 9-13; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 
15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11. 
 
Sunday, February 17 
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Light of the world…is a teacher and healer. 

There is a scene in today’s Scripture passage from Luke that is both 
very public – very large – and very tender and intimate. Luke records 
this amazing scene: “He came down with them and stood on a level 
place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of peo-
ple from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They 
had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who 
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.”  

What an amazing God we serve: Jesus, who is the Light of the 5 



Scriptures for Meditation: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-
17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22. 

Sunday, January 20 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany  
The Light of the World… illuminates and burns. 
 
Some Things to Think About: Today’s passages nicely incorporate the 
theme for Epiphany this year: “The Light of the world.” The Isaiah pas-
sage talks about the salvation of Israel burning like a torch, and the 
Psalm extols God as the fountain of life and the source of all light. 
Light illuminates, to be sure, but it can also burn. Compare the Isaiah 
passage with Paul’s words in Corinthians about the Holy Spirit. What 
kinds of connections can you see?   
 
Scriptures for Meditation: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 
12:1-11; John 2:1-11. 
 
Sunday, January 27 
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
The Light of the world… fulfills Scripture. 

Some Things to Think About: Jesus is who he says he is. It may sound 
strange to say so, but in this day when some who call themselves Chris-
tians are still debating the nature of Christ, it’s good to return to Scrip-
ture and see what Jesus said about himself. There’s a remarkable scene 
in today’s Luke passage where Jesus goes to the synagogue (“as was his 
custom”) and reads from the Book of Isaiah. The Bible says that Jesus 
took the scroll, unrolled it, and found a particular passage to read. The 
passage he read, appropriately, was one of the messianic prophecies 
telling of the Messiah’s ministry of preaching and healing. Jesus then 
utters those remarkable words, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

 
Scriptures for Meditation: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Co-
rinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21. 
 
Sunday, February 3 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany  
The Light of the world… is hated by the people. 
 
Some Things to Think About: How quickly things change. In last 
week’s focus, Jesus revealed something about himself to his own peo-
ple— right in the synagogue. In Luke 4:22, the Bible records that 
they were amazed at his words and “spoke well of him.” Then, the 

But the Incarnation involves much more 
than the drama of Christmas itself; it brings 
a vision of God’s glory to all the nations of 
the world. You could make the theological 
case, then, that Epiphany is the perfect time 
for missional and evangelical teaching. 
Though Jesus came to earth as a tiny baby, 
he also came as Messiah— a conquering King— and Lord of all.  
 

At Epiclesis, we’re going to use the Sundays of Epiphany to focus 
on the character, and characteristics, of Jesus Christ. He is the Light of 
the World! 

 

Sundays in Epiphany, 2019 

(Year C) 

The Light of  the World 
 

Sunday, January 13  
First Sunday after the Epiphany: Baptism of the Lord 
The Light of the world… is affirmed by the Father and the Spirit. 
 
Some Things to Think About: By observing the baptism of Jesus in 
corporate worship, we recognize that it is one of the most theologically 
profound events in the gospel narratives. When the Father spoke from 
heaven saying, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well 
pleased” (Luke 3:22), 
the divine sonship of 
Christ was announced 
in a vivid and dramatic 
way. The event also 
gives us a picture of the 
Trinity, with the Fa-
ther’s gift of the Spirit 
to the Son.  In more 
recent years many 
churches have recognized that jumping from Christmas to Lent and 
Easter without attending to key events in Jesus’ life can impoverish our 
understanding of Jesus’ identity and mission. This is the reason for 
Epiphany.  
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