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Via Dolorosa 

Alley in the Jewish Quarter. 
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Our Personal Guide: Moti Kaufer  
Moti writes about himself: “Upon completion of my military 
service, I guided desert tours in Sinai. I returned to 
“civilization” and completed my academic education: 
Geography and Political Science in Israel, and Hotel 
Management at the University of Houston, Texas. I am a 
graduate of the Society for the Protection of Nature Guiding 
School, and the Bar-Ilan University Tour Guides’ School. My 

specialties are biblical tours, religions, Second Temple period, and 20th century history of the 
Middle East.   
 

Two Special Travelers 
We’re blessed to have two beloved colleagues 
joining us, Dr. Carl Peters and Dr. Rick Asche. 
They’ll be contributing to a unique trip devotional 
guide and will supplement our journey with their 
pastoral care and insights. Carl is the Senior Pastor 
of Anchor Baptist Church (Lexington, KY); Rick is 
the Pastor for Intergenerational Discipleship at 
Epiclesis (Sacramento, CA); and both are Board 
Members of the Ancient-Future Faith Network. 

 

Important notes about airline tickets and check-in: 
There will be no paper tickets. All that you need at check-in is your passport.    

Sacramento Travelers: Arrive at the airport THREE (3) hours before the flight (SMF 
International Terminal). 

Meet at our gate ONE (1) hour before departure.  

All Travelers: Please contact Chris Alford via cell phone after you have passed through 
security at SMF: (916) 765-2901. 

East Coast Travelers: Arrive at your designated airport 3 hours before departure.  

San Francisco Departures: Meet at our gate ONE (1) hour before departure. They may 
check passports again at this gate.  
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Itinerary 
 

Hotels 
October 11-12: Dead Sea: Crowne Plaza: 011-972-8-659-1919 
October 13-14: Eilat: Yam Suf: 011-972-8-638-2222 
October 15-17: Tiberias/Galilee: The Scots: 011--972-4-671-0710 
October 18-21: Jerusalem: Dan Panorama: 011-972-2-569-5695 
 
Wednesday, October 10 
Depart: Sacramento International Airport, 5:15 PM, Flight UA 5531 (59 min.) 
Arrive: San Francisco International Airport, 6:18 PM 
Depart: San Francisco International Airport, 9:30 PM, Flight UA 954 (13 hours, 5 min.) 
 
Thursday, October 11 Dead Sea: Crowne Plaza: 011-972-8-659-1919 
Arrive: Tel Aviv International Airport, 9:40 PM 
Drive to the Dead Sea. Stay at Crowne Plaza 
(Dead Sea). 
 

 
Crowne Plaza Dead Sea. 

The Dead Sea 
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Dead Sea Area    
Friday, October 12 Dead Sea: Crowne Plaza: 011-972-8-659-191 
Sleep in a bit. Drive to the Field School Overlook, Ein Gedi, & Masada. Back to Crowne 
Plaza (Dead Sea).  

 
Ein Gedi Field School. 

         

Ein Gedi. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Masada. 
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Saturday, October 13, 2018 Eilat: Yam Suf: 011-972-8-638-2222 
Off to Eilat. Stop at Timna National Park (Tabernacle replica), then to Eilat. Enjoy a free 
afternoon in Eilat. Stay at Yam Suf Hotel, Eilat. 
 

 
Timna National Park. 

 

      
Tabernacle Replica. 

 
    Yam Suf Hotel, Eilat. 
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Petra  
Sunday, October 14 Eilat: Yam Suf: 011-972-8-638-2222 
Day trip to Petra. Back to Yam Suf, Eilat. 

 

 

 
     Petra. 
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Sea of Galilee Area  
Monday, October 15 Tiberias/Galilee: The Scots: 011--972-4-671-0710 
Drive to Qumran; then to Jordan River Baptism Site across from Jericho; then to Tiberias 
on the Sea of Galilee. Stay at the Scots Hotel. 

 
Qumran. 

 

       
Jordan River Baptism Site. 

 
               Tiberias. 

 
Scots Hotel. 
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Tuesday, October 16 Tiberias/Galilee: The Scots: 011--972-4-671-0710 
Boat ride on Sea of Galilee. Mount of Beatitudes. Tabgha. Capernaum. Kursi. Yardenit 
and baptismal renewal in the Jordan River. Northern Israel area. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Mount of Beatitudes.    Fishes & Loaves Mosaic, Tabgha. 

 
Yardenit Baptism Site. 

Sea of Galilee. 
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Capernaum. 

              

     
Kursi. 

 
The Jordan River. 
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Northern Israel Area  
Wednesday, October 17 Tiberias/Galilee: The Scots: 011--972-4-671-0710 
Dan and the Judge’s & Abraham’s Gates. Caesarea Philippi. Mount Bental & a look over 
into Syria. Golan Heights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Tel Dan; Iron Age Gate. 

Abraham's Gate (Tel Dan) 

Caesarea Philippi. 



10 

Jerusalem  
Thursday, October 18 Jerusalem: Dan Panorama: 011-972-2-569-5695 
Drive to Megiddo, Mt. Carmel, Caesarea Maritima. Then drive to Jerusalem. Stay at the 
Dan Panorama Hotel. 

 
Megiddo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt. Carmel. 

Caesarea Maritima. 
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Friday, October 19 Jerusalem: Dan Panorama: 011-972-2-569-5695 
See the Yad Vashim, Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Jewish Quarter, Cardo Maximus, 
and the Western Wall. 

 
   Yad Vashim. 

 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 

 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 

 
   Dan Panorama Hotel, Jerusalem. 
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The Jewish Quarter. 

 
Cardo Maximus. 

 
    The Western Wall. 

The Jewish Quarter. 
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Saturday, October 20 Jerusalem: Dan Panorama: 011-972-2-569-5695 
See the Mount of Olives, Dominus Flevit, Garden of Gethsemane, St. Peter Gallicantu, the 
Upper Room, Dormition Abbey. Jerusalem Night Spectacular at the Tower of David (for 
those who reserved tickets). 

 
       The Mount of Olives. 

 
The Church of Dominus Flevit. 

 
The Garden of Gethsemane. 
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    St. Peter Gallicantu. 

 

 
    The Upper Room. 

 
Dormition Abbey. 

 
Jerusalem Night Spectacular at the Tower of David. 
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Sunday, October 21 Jerusalem: Dan Panorama: 011-972-2-569-5695 
See the Southern Steps and Street Ruins, the Rabbi’s Tunnel, Shorashim, the City of 
David & Hezekiah’s Tunnel. Participate in the Archeological sifting. 

 
   Southern Steps of the Temple Mount. 

 
           The Rabbi's Tunnel. 

 
Shorashim Bookshop. 

 
City of David. 
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Archaeological Dig. 

 
 
 
 
  

The City of David. 

Hezekiah's Tunnel. 
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Monday, October 22 
Depart Hotel about 12:45 PM. 
See the Garden Tomb, Israel Museum’s Shrine of the Book & Jerusalem Model, the 
Friends of Zion Museum. Farewell Dinner at Abu Gosh. 
Arrive at Ben Gurion Airport, Tel Aviv and about 10 PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Israel Museum's Model of Ancient Jerusalem. 
 
 

The Garden Tomb. 

Israel Museum's Shrine of the Book. 
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The Friends of Zion Museum. 

 
Abu Gosh Restaurant. 

 
Abu Gosh Dishes. 

Israel Museum's Model of the Second Temple. 
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Tuesday, October 23 
Depart: Tel Aviv International Airport, 12:55 AM, Flight UA 955 (15 hours, 5 min.) 
Arrive: San Francisco International Airport, 6:00 AM 

Depart: San Francisco International Airport, 7:35 AM, Flight UA 5445 (51 min.) 
Arrive: Sacramento International Airport, 8:30 AM 
 

Notes 
Money  

Most major U.S. credit cards are widely accepted in Israel and there are ATMs 
that give out shekels. Most places will take either American currency or Israeli 
shekels. We suggest having some small bills with you (at least $25 in dollar 

bills) because it’s much easier than using large bills or credit cards for purchasing items 
along the way. As of 9/30/2018, the exchange rate was 3.64 Israeli new shekels per dollar. 
So, an item selling for 4 shekels would be about a dollar. 

Traveling as Part of a Tour Group  
Pray for the tour and each participant. Flexibility and a sense of humor are a 
must since some inconveniences and schedule changes will occur. It’s very 
important to cooperate fully with your guide and tour hosts. The tour schedule 

is full, and it is vital to be on time (stay on schedule with the group). It is imperative that 
participants always let leaders know where they are. Roaming on your own can be 
dangerous. While on the bus, please be respectful to the guide and others who want to 
learn (please stop talking when the guide is speaking on the microphone). We will also 
want to keep the bus neat and tidy.    

Stay Hydrated!  
You must drink a lot of water, both on the plane and while touring. Dehydration 
is the most common health issue reported on such trips, and it can be extremely 

dangerous! Carry water with you at all times. Small water bottles are available on the 
bus for $1.  

Miscellaneous  
Be sure to always wear sunglasses and a hat; and use plenty of sunscreen. It’s 
also helpful to have a flashlight handy. Keep your passport with you at all 
times! Local time in Israel is GMT+3 hours. This means that Jerusalem will be 
10 hours ahead of Pacific Time and 7 hours ahead of Eastern Time. (Paris is 

one hour behind Israel: GMT+2).  
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Medications  
Make sure you carry with you any necessary prescription medications and/or 
over-the-counter medications you may need for headache, motion sickness, 
upset stomach, or diarrhea, etc. Have a copy of your prescriptions with you. 

Most standard medications can be purchased in Israel, but you will need the technical 
description of anything special. 

Meals in Israel  
A full Israeli breakfast and evening meal is included in the price of the tour 
(you pay for drinks ordered from a waiter). The food is delicious! Some of the 
foods served may be new to you. All of the food served to you in the hotel 

should be safe to eat. However, if you purchase foods in open-air markets, use common 
sense. You may want to consider bringing along some snack foods to eat on the bus (or 
airplane) while traveling. Note: Lunches are not included in the price of the tour.  

 Climate  
The following are historic average temperatures (highs/lows in °F) for 
October: In Tel Aviv: 80/66; at the Dead Sea: 90/75; in Eilat: 92/70; in Petra: 
83/57; in Tiberias 86/70; and in Jerusalem 77/62. As the weather and 

temperature can vary a great deal in October, it is helpful to wear layers. Remember to 
pack a bathing suit to use at the Dead Sea, Eilat, or the Jordan.   

Clothing  
Israel is a very casual country and comfort will be key on our trip. Keep in 
mind that you will either be walking or riding a bus/plane for long stretches of 
time. Jeans, slacks, and shorts are appropriate, and wash and wear items are 

very helpful. Consider a light sweater or jacket for the airplane. Note: Many religious 
sites prohibit both men and women from entering if their knees or shoulders are not 
covered. You must have appropriate clothing to wear when we visit those sites. You will 
be notified ahead of time when these rules apply.   

Shoes  
Comfortable walking shoes with nonskid soles are a must for this trip. There 
will be a great deal of walking during the tour, often over uneven terrain and 
smooth (perhaps wet) stones. You may want to bring a pair of water shoes 

(for Hezekiah’s Tunnel, for example) or hiking sandals.  
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Brief Notes on Places of Interest 
Armageddon or Jezreel Valley is the location of many battles and victories by the 
Israelites and believed by many to be the site of a major, future battle in Christian 
eschatology. (See Revelation 16:13-16).  

Caesarea Maritima began as a small port built by the Phoenicians in the 3rd century BC. 
The city rose to greatness under Herod and was named after Caesar Augustus. Cornelius 
was the first Gentile converted here and Paul was imprisoned while here. (See Acts 10:1-
48; 18:18-22; and chapters 23-26).  

Caesarea Philippi is located at the southern base of Mount Hermon. Home to the springs 
of Banias, one of the sources that feeds the Jordan River, the city was constructed by 
Philip, son of Herod the Great. This is the place where Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do 
you say that I am?” (See Matthew 16:13-20).  

Capernaum is a city on the Sea of Galilee where Jesus made his home when he was in the 
area. Many of his miracles were performed here. (See Matthew 8:5-17; 9:1-13, 18-38; 11:20-
24; 12:9-14).  

The Dead Sea or Salt Sea lies 1,292 feet below sea level and covers an area of 360 square 
miles, with its greatest depth at 1,300 feet. Because of its high mineral content of 30%, 
nothing can live in the Dead Sea. Today, on its southern shoreline is a wonderful 
hotel/resort area. (See Genesis 13:8-13; 19:1-28; Ezekiel 47:7-10).  

Eilat is Israel’s southernmost city and is a busy port and popular resort. Located on the 
tip of the Red Sea, the city’s beaches, coral reef, nightlife, and desert landscapes make it a 
popular destination for domestic and international tourism.   
Ein Bokek is a hotel and resort district at the southern end of the Dead Sea. According to 
tradition, it was along these shores that the Lord rained fire and brimstone on the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah and turned Lot's wife into a pillar of salt (See Genesis 19:24 and 
Genesis 26).    

Ein Gedi is an oasis fed by many fresh springs and is situated on the western shore of the 
Dead Sea. This is the area where David hid out from Saul and his armies. (See 1 Samuel 
23:24-29; 24:1-22).  

The Golan Heights is a mountain range in northern Israel bordering Syria and is of great 
strategic and military importance.  

Kursi is an archaeological site containing the ruins of a Byzantine monastery and 
identified by tradition as the site of Jesus' "Miracle of the Swine.” (See Matt 8:28-34).   
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Masada is Herod the Great’s spectacular fortress/palace built atop a 1,300 foot plateau. It 
is the site of one of the most dramatic episodes in Jewish history, the Jewish revolt 
against Rome (66-74 AD).  

Megiddo overlooks the fertile Jezreel Valley and is one of the most important 
archeological dig sites in Israel. Standing at a crossroads, its excavations have revealed 
over 25 civilizations dating back to 3,500 BC. (See 2 Chronicles 35:20-24).  

The Mount of Beatitudes, situated in the hills above the Sea of Galilee, is the traditional 
site where Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount. (See Matthew chapters 5-7).  

Mount Bental is one of Israel’s favorite mountain peaks to visit due to the great 
panoramic views of the Golan and even Syria. Also site of a battle for the Golan Heights.  

Mount Carmel, “Vineyard of God,” is a mountain range which includes the peak 
(Mukraka) where Elijah triumphed over the prophets of Baal. It overlooks the Valley of 
Armageddon. (See 1 Kings 18:17-46).  

Nof Ginnosar is a kibbutz on the Sea of Galilee where an ancient boat dating to the time 
of Jesus was found and is now preserved.  

Petra is an historical and archaeological city in southern Jordan. It lies in a basin and is 
home to some of the most stunning ruins of the ancient world. Petra is believed to have 
been settled as early as 9,000 BC; and was possibly established in the 4th century BC as 
the capital city of the Nabataean Kingdom.  

The Sea of Galilee (Yam Kinneret) is the lowest freshwater lake on earth and the largest 
lake in Israel. This body of water is fed by the Jordan River which has its beginning with 
three springs located in the north. Much of Jesus’ ministry in the Galilee was centered 
here. (See Matthew 2:19-23; 3:13; 4:12-25; 17:22-23; 19:1-2).  

Tabgha is situated on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee and the traditional site of 
the “loaves and fishes” miracle. A 4th century church here features a floor mosaic of fish 
and bread. (See Mark 6:30-46).  

Tel Aviv is a modern city established in 1909 by 60 families. The nation’s second largest 
city stands as symbol of vitality and the determination of contemporary Israel. The name 
was taken from Ezekiel 3:15.  

Tel Dan (and Abraham’s Gate) is a nature preserve where one of the three springs that 
flow into the Jordan River originates. Also the site where Abraham entered the city gates 
of Laish, the tribe of Dan settled here some six centuries later. (See Genesis 14:12-16).  

Tiberias is an ancient city established about 20 AD and named in honor of the 2nd 
Roman Emperor. Herod Antipas made it the capital of his realm in the Galilee.  
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Timna National Park is the beautiful location of the world’s first copper mine. The park 
features great scenery, wild ibex, and acacia trees. We’ll take a guided tour of the 
reconstructed wilderness Tabernacle. (See Joshua 15:10; Judges 14:1-5). 

Yardenit is a baptismal site prepared and operated by the Israeli Government on the 
Jordan at the southern shore of the Galilee.  

In and around Jerusalem  
The Cardo Maximus is the ancient heart of the Holy City. A restored main street dating 
back to the 2nd century, it remains a place to stop, browse, and shop even today.  

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is the site where most scholars and biblical historians 
believe Christ was crucified and buried. A site for major Christian pilgrimages since the 
4th century, it was recently restored. The inner tomb is enclosed by a separate structure 
called the Edicule. (See Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-46; John 19:16-37).  

The City of David is place where David established his kingdom and is situated outside 
the current location of the Zion Gate of the Old City.  

The Friends of Zion Museum is an exhibit located in the heart of Jerusalem near the Old 
City that tells the story of how Gentiles have played important roles in aiding the Jewish 
people.  

The Garden of Gethsemane is located on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. 
Opposite the Eastern Gate of the Old City, this is the site where Jesus prayed on the night 
of his arrest. (See Matthew 26:3646; John 18:1-11).   

Golgotha and the Garden Tomb are located northeast of the Damascus Gate and the site 
some Christians believe to be the place of the crucifixion and burial of Jesus. Also known 
as Gordon’s Calvary, it is now run by a British Society called the Garden Tomb 
Association. (See Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-46; John 19:16-37).  

Hezekiah’s Tunnel is a water tunnel carved under the City of David in ancient times. 
(See 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:1-5).  

Jerusalem, the Holy City, is located 38 miles east of the Mediterranean and 14 miles west 
of the Dead Sea. Beautifully situated about 2,740 feet above sea level, today’s population 
is about 870,000. (See Genesis 14:17-24; 2 Samuel 5:6-16; Psalm 48:1-3; John 19: Acts 2).  

The Jewish Quarter is the part of the Old City occupied by Jews. The other three sections 
are the Christian Quarter, the Muslim Quarter, and the Armenian Quarter.  

Kidron Valley, valley running between the Mt. of Olives and the Old City. It is also 
known as the Valley of Kings and the Valley of Jehoshaphat. (See 2 Kings 23:4; Joel 3:1-2; 
John 18:1).   
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The Mount of Olives is one of the most well-known and biblically significant mountains 
around Jerusalem and stands 300 feet above the city. (See Matthew 21:1-11; 23:37-39; Acts 
1:1-12).  

The Rabbi’s Tunnel (Western Wall Tunnel) is an excavation that began shortly after 
1967 and it runs along the retaining wall of the Temple Mount. The tunnel provides an 
opportunity to see more of the area surrounding the ancient Temple, touch the bedrock 
of Mt. Moriah, and get closer to the location of the First and Second Temples where the 
Holy of Holies and the Ark of the Covenant once rested.  

Saint Peter Gallicantu is the home of the high priest, Caiaphas, where Jesus was held the 
night before his crucifixion, and the place where Peter denied Jesus. “Gallicantu” means 
cock's-crow.  

Shorashim is a bookstore and gift shop in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City owned by 
two Orthodox Jewish brothers. Spending time in their shop hearing their perspective on 
Israel (including current events) is a highlight for many visitors to Jerusalem.  

The Shrine of the Book is a part of the Israel Museum and contains the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Also here is the Israel Model, a scale replica of the City of Jerusalem during Jesus’ time.  

The Southern Steps are ancient steps that Jesus had to have traveled to enter Jerusalem 
and the Temple area.  

The Temple Mount Archeological Dig, located outside the city walls, is where we will 
assist in sifting through debris rescued from a dump site after being illegally removed 
during construction of mosques on the Temple Mount.  

The Upper Room is the traditional location of the Last Supper and the place where the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost. (See Luke 22:1-30; Acts,1:13-14; 2:1-
42).  

Yad Vashem (“Monument & Name”) is the Holocaust Museum and national monument 
that sits atop Mt. Herzl.   

The Western Wall or Wailing Wall (Kotel) is the holiest site in the Jewish world and is a 
portion of the massive retaining wall that once stood around and supported the western 
side of the Temple Mount.   

 


