
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

September 24, 2017 (Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP            I Call You Faithful 
Bobby Price/Kevin Walker/Donnie McClurkin

 

GATHERING 
 

We are gathered to worship the Lord, to exalt His name, and 
to proclaim His story! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul!  
We exalt You, our God and King! 
Every day I will bless You;  
I will praise Your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;  
His greatness is unsearchable. 
All Your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
and all Your saints shall bless You! 

The LORD is good to all,  
and His mercies are over all His works. 
On the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 
and on Your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

One generation shall praise Your works to another; they shall speak of 
the glory of Your kingdom and talk of Your power – 
To make known to the children of men Your mighty acts 
and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

– from Psalm 145:1-13
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Praise the Lord! Ye Heave’ns, Adore Him 
 

Praise the Lord! ye heavens, adore Him; 
Praise Him, angels in the height. 
Sun and moon, rejoice before Him; 
Praise Him, all ye stars of light. 
Praise the Lord, for He hath spoken; 
Worlds His mighty voice obeyed. 
Laws which never shall be broken 
For their guidance He hath made. 
 

Praise the Lord, for He is glorious; 
Never shall His promise fail. 
God hath made His saints victorious; 
Sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 
Hosts on high, His power proclaim. 
Heaven and earth and all creation, 
Laud and magnify His Name. 
 

Worship, honor, glory, blessing, 
Lord, we offer unto Thee. 
Young and old, Thy praise expressing, 
In glad homage bend the knee. 
All the saints in heaven adore Thee; 
We would bow before Thy throne. 
As Thine angels serve before Thee, 
So on earth Thy will be done. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2012. Text: anonymous (vs. 1 and 2),  
Collected and published by Thomas Coram, 1796; Edward Osler (vs. 3), 1836.  
Hymn tune: HOLY MANNA  
(William Moore, The Columbian Harmony, 1825) 

 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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(Sung:) 
Worship, honor, glory, blessing, 
Lord, we offer unto Thee. 
Young and old, Thy praise expressing, 
In glad homage bend the knee. 

 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: How blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the LORD, who made heaven and earth, 
who remains faithful forever. 

 

Great is our God, and abundant in power.  
His understanding has no limit. 

The LORD builds up His people: 
He gathers in the outcasts and wanderers; 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds;  
He feeds the hungry and frees the prisoners. 

He lifts up the humble and the afflicted. 
All creation declares the goodness of our God: 

He covers the heavens with clouds, and supplies the earth with rain; 
He provides for His creatures, great and small. 

 

The LORD brought out His people, Israel, with silver and gold,  
and there was none among His tribes who stumbled.  
Egypt was glad when they departed,  
for dread of them had fallen upon it.  
He spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night.  
They asked, and He brought quail,  
and gave them bread from heaven in abundance. . . .  
For He remembered His holy promise, and Abraham, His servant.  
So He brought His people out with joy, His chosen ones with singing. 

 

Great is our God, and abundant in power. 
His understanding has no limit! 

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
in those who wait and hope in His lovingkindness. 

– from Psalms 146:5-6, 147:1-11, 105:37-43
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

O LORD, our God, there is no God like You in heaven or on earth, 
keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to Your servants who 
walk before You with all their heart.    – 2 Chronicles 6:14 
 
[Silence] 
 
Most holy and merciful God, 

We confess to You and to one another  
that we have sinned, in thought, word and deed.  
We have offended Your holiness. 
We have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.  
We have followed the devices of our own hearts,  
and have spurned the promptings of Your Spirit. 

Forgive us, we pray. In Your grace, raise us from sin 
that we may be Your holy people,  
walking faithfully in Your ways and delighting in Your will, 
to the glory of Your name. Amen. 

 
 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. (repeat) 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 
O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace, grant us your peace. 
 
Setting: Copyright ©2011 Ellen Koehler.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

The word of the LORD, whose  judgments are in all the earth,  
who remembers His covenant forever, the word which He 
commanded to a thousand generations.           – Psalm 105:7-8 
 

The LORD is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger and great in steadfast love. 

The LORD is good to all,  
and His tender mercies are over all His works. 

He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He also will hear their cry and save them. 

The Lord preserves those who love Him. 
All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, 

and Your saints shall bless You.          – Psalm 145: 8-10, 19-20a 
 

TIME OF OFFERING  
Words of thanksgiving and testimonies of God’s faithfulness 
 
Breathing the Breath 

 

We have nothing to give that didn’t first come from Your hands. 
We have nothing to offer You which You did not provide. 
Every good perfect gift comes from Your kind and gracious heart; 
And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 

Chorus 
Lord, we’re breathing the breath that You gave us to breathe 
To worship You, to worship You. 
And we’re singing these songs with the very same breath 
To worship You, to worship You. 
 

Who has given to You that it should be paid back to him? 
Who has given to You as if You needed anything? 
From You and to You and through You come all things, O Lord; 
And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 

Bridge: 
We are breathing the breath that You gave us to breathe (repeat) 
 
CCLI Song  #4328876 ©2004 ThankYou Music.  Matt Redman 
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THE WORD  
 
Exodus 16:2-15 
John 6 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again! 
 

Our Father in Heaven (sung) 
 

Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy, 
Your name is holy, our Father. 
Your kingdom come,  
And Your will be done 
Here on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us, we pray, our bread for today, 
Our debts forgive and in turn we will live, 
Forgiving of what others owe. 
Keep us from trials;  
Save us from our ancient foe! 
 

As we sing the kingdom, 
We sing the power, 
We sing the glory be Yours –  
Forever. Amen. Amen. Amen! 
 
Chris Alford and Ellen Koehler. ©2014. All rights reserved. 
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 

Alleluia! sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne. 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 
Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by His blood. 
 

Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how; 
Though the cloud from sight received Him  
When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise, “I am with you evermore?” 
 

Alleluia! bread of angels, Thou on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! here the sinful flee to Thee from day to day: 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

Alleluia! King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own; 
Alleluia! born of Mary, Earth Thy footstool, heav’n Thy throne: 
Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh our great High Priest; 
Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic feast. 
 
Words: William C. Dix, 1866.  Music: Rowland H. Pritchard, Hymn tune Hyfrydol, 1830. 
 

Flow Like a River 
 

Flow like a river, fall like the rain; 
Streams of compassion flow from His throne. 
Wide as the ocean, deep as the sea; 
Life-giving fountain, is God’s love for me. 
 

Feast at the table of mercy, drink from the cup of His grace. 
Dwell in His infinite goodness, live in His healing embrace. 
 
CCLI Song # 2989523  ©2000 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Steve Merkel. 

 
SENDING FORTH  

The Life of the Body 
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Praise the Lord! Ye Heave’ns, Adore Him (reprise) 
 

Worship, honor, glory, blessing, Lord, we offer unto Thee. 
Young and old, Thy praise expressing, in glad homage bend the knee. 
All the saints in heaven adore Thee;  
We would bow before Thy throne. 
As Thine angels serve before Thee, so on earth Thy will be done. 

 
Benediction 

People of God, we have worshiped the Lord together in this place –  
We’ve gathered. We’ve heard the word.  
We’ve come to the Table, the Feast of the Lord. 

And now, as we go forth, in faith and joy, to love and serve the Lord, 
may He grant that what has been said with our lips we may believe in 
our hearts, and that what we believe in our hearts we may practice in 
our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever.  
Amen!  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“The soul is humbled when it doesn't follow wickedness, but feeds on righteousness. For 
righteousness and wickedness are the soul's food. According to what it wants, the soul 
can prefer and eat either of these meats. If it is bent toward righteousness, it will be 
nourished by righteousness, morality, self-control, meekness, and courage. This was the 
case with our Lord. He said, ‘My meat is to do the will of My Father which is in heaven.’ 
But if the soul isn't like Him and prefers wickedness, it is nourished only by sin. . . . For 
the devil is food for sinners. In the same way, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the 
heavenly bread, is food for saints. For He said, ‘Except ye eat My flesh, and drink My 
blood.’ The devil is food for the impure and for those who do the deeds of darkness and 
not of light. Therefore, in order to turn them from wickedness, Christ commands these 
people to be nourished by the food of righteousness. This food is humility of mind, 
meekness that endures humiliations, and acknowledgment of God.”           – Athanasius 
 
Lectionary for next week:  Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4,12-16; Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; 
              Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-9; Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 

Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 
Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 

 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2017 E.K. 


