
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

September 3, 2017 (Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP        The Name of the Lord 
Clinton Utterbach*

 

GATHERING 
 

We are gathered to worship the Lord, to exalt His name,  
 and to proclaim His story! 

 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
Serve the LORD with gladness! 
Come into His presence with singing! 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise! 
Be thankful to Him, and bless His name! 

O give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; 
Make known His deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; 
tell of all His wondrous works. 

Glory in His holy name;  
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and His strength;  
seek His presence continually. 

Remember the marvelous works He has done,  
His wonders, and the judgments He has uttered.  

For He remembers His covenant forever,  
the word which He commanded to a thousand generations. 

O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You; 
I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things, 
plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

In the presence of the faithful we proclaim His name, for it is good. 
His faithfulness continues through all generations! 

– Scripture weaving from Psalms 100, 105, and Isaiah 25:1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Burning Bush, Joe Shoemaker, Contemp. 
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Immortal Invisible (Your Great Name We Praise) 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise; 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes. 
Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light; 
Not wanting or wasting, You rule us in might. 
Your justice, like mountains high soaring above; 
Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

Chorus 
Most holy, most glorious,  
The Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious,  
Your great Name we praise! 
 

All life comes from You, Lord, to both great and small; 
In all life You live, Lord, the true Life of all. 
We blossom and flourish but quickly grow frail; 
We wither and perish, but You never fail. 
 

Chorus 
 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light; 
Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we will render, oh Father of Grace; 
Till one day in splendor we see face to face. 
 

Chorus 
 
CCLI Song #4088941 © 2001 Sovereign Grace Praise; Bob Kauflin | Walter Chalmers Smith  
CCLI License #3097801 

 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
begotten from the Father before all ages, 

God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made;  
of the same essence as the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 

He became incarnate  
by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and was made human. 

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered and was buried. 

The third day he rose again,  
according to the Scriptures. 

He ascended to heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again with glory  
to judge the living and the dead. 
His kingdom will never end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life. 

He proceeds from the Father,  
and with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified.  
He spoke through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,  
and to life in the world to come. Amen. 

– Nicene Creed

 
 

 



 

4 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Hear the words of Jesus to His disciples: 
“If any want to be My disciples, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow Me. For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for My sake will find it. 

“For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 
their soul? Or what can they give in exchange for their soul?” 

– Matthew 16:24-26
 

[Silence] 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 
We confess to You and to one another that we have sinned, in 

thought, word and deed. We have offended Your holiness.  
We have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.  
We have followed the devices of our own hearts,  
and have spurned the promptings of Your Spirit. 

Forgive us, we pray. In Your grace, raise us from sin that we may 
be Your holy people, walking faithfully in Your ways and 
delighting in Your will, to the glory of Your name. Amen. 

 

The Jesus Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me –  a sinner, a sinner –  have mercy, mercy, mercy. 
 
Setting: Copyright ©2013 Chris Alford. All Rights Reserved. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

This is God’s covenant promise to His people: 
 

If they repent, I will restore them that they may serve Me  
and stand before Me. 

I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds. 
I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 

And they shall all know Me, for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sins no more.          – from Jeremiah 15:19 and 31:33-34 

Thanks be to God! 
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TIME OF OFFERING  
Words of thanksgiving and stories of God’s faithfulness 
 
Sovereign and gracious Lord, through Your goodness and mercies You 
have blessed us with all we have, and all we are. With gratitude we 
joyfully give back to You what is Yours. As covenant people we lift 
our lives up to You, bringing our humble offering of worship and honor 
and praise. 
 
We Humbly Bow 

 

We humbly bow before You now, 
We lift our lives up to You. 
On our knees we bring our humble offering 
Of worship and honor and praise. 
 

Chorus 
Boldly we come to Your throne, O Father, 
But only by grace can we come. 
We’ve been bought by the precious blood of the Lamb. 
We lay down our lives before You, 
Jesus, we willingly give You all, 
As humbly at Your feet we fall. 
For it’s the highest place of all, O Lord. 
 

On this holy ground our hearts bow down, 
Your awesome splendor overwhelms. 
But there is no fear, for Jesus You are here; 
Your shed blood has made us a way. 
 
CCLI Song #1270955; ©1994 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music;  Tom Brooks 

 
 
 

THE WORD  
 
Exodus 3:1-15 
 
 
 

Moses, Elizabeth Zeller, Contemp. 
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THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heav’n. 
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us; 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours. 
Now and forever,  Amen. 
 

Setting by Eric Wyse; ©2000 Wildgrove Music (BMI) 

 
What Grace is Mine 

 

What grace is mine that He who dwells in endless light 
Called through the night to find my distant soul, 
And from His scars poured mercy that would plead for me 
That I might live, and in His name be known? 
 

Chorus 
So, I will go wherever He is calling me. 
I lose my life to find my life in Him. 
I give my all to gain the hope that never dies. 
I bow my heart, take up my cross, and follow Him. 
 

What grace is mine to know His breath alive in me? 
Beneath His wings, my wakened soul may soar. 
All fear can flee, for death’s dark night is overcome; 
My Savior lives and reigns forevermore. 
 
CCLI Song #5418895 ©2008 Thankyou Music. Words: Kristyn Getty. Hymn tune: 
LONDONDERRY AIR. 
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Breathing the Breath 
 

We have nothing to give that didn’t first come from Your hands. 
We have nothing to offer You which You did not provide. 
Every good perfect gift comes from Your kind and gracious heart; 
And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 

Chorus 
Lord, we’re breathing the breath that You gave us to breathe 
To worship You, to worship You. 
And we’re singing these songs with the very same breath 
To worship You, to worship You. 
 

Who has given to You that it should be paid back to him? 
Who has given to You as if You needed anything? 
From You and to You and through You come all things, O Lord; 
And all we do is give back to You what always has been Yours. 
 

Bridge: 
We are breathing the breath  
That You gave us to breathe (repeat) 
 
CCLI Song  #4328876; ©2004 ThankYou Music;  Matt Redman 

 
 

SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
 
 

Immortal Invisible (Your Great Name We Praise) [reprise] 
 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light; 
Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we will render, oh Father of Grace; 
Till one day in splendor we see face to face. 
 

Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 
 
CCLI Song #4088941 © 2001 Sovereign Grace Praise; Bob Kauflin | Walter Chalmers Smith  
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Benediction 
Beloved, we go forth into the world in joy to love and serve the Lord, 

strengthened and equipped by worship that sings, prays, preaches 
and enacts the whole story of God.  
Amen. 

And now, Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the 
light of the world: Grant that Your people, illumined by Your 
word and Table, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that 
He may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“Our nature can't contemplate heavenly things by our own strength. We must 
learn from God what we should think of Him. We have no source of knowledge 
but God Himself. You might be as well trained in secular philosophy as 
possible, and you may have lived a life of righteousness. But, although all of this 
will add to your mental satisfaction, it won't help you know God. Moses was 
adopted as the queen's son. He was instructed in all the Egyptians' wisdom. 
Moreover, out of loyalty to his race, Moses avenged the Hebrew by slaying the 
Egyptian who wronged him. Yet he didn't know the God who blessed his 
fathers. For when he left Egypt afraid of his deed being discovered, he lived as a 
shepherd in the land of Midian. There he saw a fire in the bush, but the bush 
wasn't consumed. Then he heard the voice of God, asked His name, and learned 
His nature. Despite all this he couldn't have known anything except through God 
Himself. We, in the same way, must confine whatever we say about God to the 
words He has spoken to us about Himself.”             – Hilary of Poitiers 
 
Lectionary for next week:  Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149;  Ezekiel 33:7-11;  
               Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 
 
 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
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Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
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