
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

March 19, 2017 (Third Sunday of Lent) 
 

GATHERING 
 

Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
Let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. 

With joy, we come before Him with thanksgiving, 
and extol Him with songs of praise. 
For His steadfast love endures forever. 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,  
those He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy 
and gathered to Himself, from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south! 

Let them thank the LORD for His steadfast love,  
for His wondrous works to the children of men. 
For He satisfies the longing soul, 
and fills the hungry soul with goodness. 

Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker; 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together! 
– from Psalms 95:1-2, 107:1-9, 34:3
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  
The King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him,  
For He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear,  
Now to His temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord,  
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy  
Here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew  
What the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord,  
Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings,  
Yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen  
How all thy longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Hast thou not seen  
How all thy longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 
Words: Joachim Neander, 1680; transl. by Catherine Winkworth, 1863. 
Hymn tune: LOBE DEN HERREN, 1665. 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

Hitherto Thy love has blest me, 
Thou hast brought me to this place. 
And I know Thy hand will bring me 
Safely home by Thy good grace. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He to rescue me from danger 
Bought me with His precious blood. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2003 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1757. Hymn tune: NETTLETON; traditional American melody, John 
Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813 

 
 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

The word of the Lord: 
 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God  
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Through Him we have obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we stand;  
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

And not only that, but we also rejoice in our tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 

And perseverance brings about proven character; 
And proven character brings about hope. 
And hope does not disappoint,  

because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts  
by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 
God demonstrates His own love for us in that,  
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

— from Romans 5:1-8
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

The LORD, our Maker, is our God, and we are His people. 
Today, as we hear His voice, let us not harden our hearts. 

Lord, continue Your steadfast love to those who know You, and Your 
righteousness to the upright of heart.   – based on Psalm 95:7-8, 36:10 

Everlasting God, fountain of all life and the true home of every heart: 
Our hearts are restless until they rest in You.  
We confess that we have allowed our hearts to be drawn away from 
our rest in You. We have sought after many things, and too easily 
neglected Your ways. We have not loved You with our whole 
hearts; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

[Silence] 
 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may walk in Your ways, and worship You in 
spirit and in truth. Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 
Grant us peace, Grant us peace. 
 
©2001 Arr. ICS, UBP; Setting Jim Hart. Used by permission. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

Since we have been justified by His blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God’s wrath through Him! 

For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him 
through the death of His Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through His life! 

Not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

Thanks be to God!       — Romans 5:9-11 
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TIME OF OFFERING  
 

Words and expressions of devotion and thanksgiving. . . 
 

Satisfied 
 

All my life I had a longing 
For a drink from some clear spring, 
That I hoped would quench the burning 
Of the thirst I felt within. 
 

Refrain 
Hallelujah! I have found Him 
Whom my soul so long has craved! 
Jesus satisfies my longings, 
Through His blood I now am saved. 
 

Poor I was, and sought for riches, 
Something that would satisfy, 
But the dust I gathered round me 
Only mocked my soul’s sad cry.  
 

Refrain 
 

Well of water, ever springing, 
Bread of life so rich and free, 
Untold wealth that never faileth, 
My Redeemer is to me. 
 

Refrain 
 
Public domain. Words: Clara T. Williams, 1875.  
Hymn tune: SATISFIED, Ralph E. Hudson, 1875. 

 
 

 
THE WORD 

 

John 4:1-42 
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THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again! 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heav’n. 
Provide each day our daily needs; 
Forgive our sins  
As we forgive others’ wrongs; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
Forever and ever; 
And Thine is the power,  
Forever and ever; 
And Thine is the glory,  
Now and forever, 
Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler.  
All Rights Reserved. 
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I Can Hear Your Voice 
 

I’m in the river that flows from Your throne; 
Water of life, Water of life. 
It covers me and I breathe again; 
Your love is breath to my soul. 
I can hear Your voice as You sing over me, 
It’s Your song of hope breathing life into me. 
I can feel Your touch as I come close to You, 
And it heals my heart, You restore and renew. 
 
CCLI Song #3926011; ©2002 Smittyfly Music/Word Music LLC 
Debbie Smith, Michael W. Smith, Whitney Smith.  
CCLI License #3097801 

 
 
 
I Love the Lord 

 

I love the Lord; He heard my cry, 
And pitied ev’ry groan. 
Long as I live, when troubles rise, 
I’ll hasten to His throne.  
 

I love the Lord; He bowed His ear, 
And chased my griefs away. 
O, let my heart no more despair, 
While I have breath to pray! 
 
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719. Music: Richard Smallwood.. 
©1971 Century Oak Publishing Group. 

 
 
 
 

SENDING FORTH 
The Life of the Body 
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Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (verse 4) 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the Amen sound from His people again; 
Gladly, for aye we adore Him. 
 
Words: Joachim Neander, 1680; transl. by Catherine Winkworth, 1863. 
Hymn tune: LOBE DEN HERREN, 1665. 

 

Benediction:  
Now brothers and sisters, as you go forth into the world to live out 
your baptisms, do so with this promise echoing in your hearts and 
minds: His steadfast love endures forever. It is He who keeps and 
sustains us, and in His love He satisfies our longing souls. 
Amen. 
Now may the Lord direct your hearts and keep your souls in God’s 
love as you observe a holy Lent, walking in Christ’s own footsteps 
and taking on His likeness. 
We remember, and we go with grateful hearts into the world to 
love and serve the Lord.  Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“We read and believe many things in light of the Incarnation. But even in our human 
feelings, we can observe God's greatness. For example, Jesus is wearied by His journey 
so that He can refresh the weary. He desires a drink when He is about to give spiritual 
water to the thirsty. He was hungry when He was about to supply the food of salvation to 
the hungry. He dies to live again. He is buried to rise again. He hangs on the dreadful 
cross to strengthen those in dread. He veils the heaven with thick darkness so that He can 
give light. He makes the earth shake so that He may make it strong. He rouses the sea so 
that He can calm it. He opens the tombs of the dead so that He can show that they are the 
homes of the living. He is born of a virgin so that people can believe He is born of God. 
He pretends not to know so that He can make the ignorant know. As a Jew He is said to 
worship so that the Son may be worshiped as the true God.”           – Ambrose 
 
Lectionary for next week: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
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