
Epiclesis Council of Elders December 8, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
 

 

 

Scheduled Prayer and meeting were from 6:45 pm. to 9:00 pm. at Marianne and Greg Sutter’s 

Home in Citrus Heights, CA. 

 

Attending: Chris Alford, Doug Asche, Tracey Bennett, Richard Bethel, Don Bowes, Ellen 

Koehler, Loren Koehler, Marianne Sutter, Greg Sutter 

 

Absent:  Steve Pinson, Barb Pinson 

 

Chair:  Marianne Sutter 

Scribe:  Greg Sutter 

 

Devotional: Marianne Sutter opened the meeting at 7:15 pm with a Devotional focusing on 

God saying, “I am Sufficient”. The topic continued with the thought that in all things, God is 

sufficient. God is sufficient in all things. Marianne asked the elders what that meant to us. Don 

added the purpose is to worship the Lord and doing so is sufficient. In other words, the 

sufficiency of Christ is more than we could ever imagine. He is in control and we should take 

our burdens, prayers, guidance, thoughts, and so on to Christ and believe in him always because 

he is sufficient. 

 

 

1) OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a) Financial Report: Greg and Marianne sent out the financial report earlier in the week. No 

one had any questions. 

 

b) J2J - Doug: Michael Bennett has agreed to be a mentor and start the first book of Journey 

To Jesus with Thom Wallace. Many other people are finishing up or starting the 2nd, 3rd, or 

4th, book. Many people on the elder board are overseeing the J2J process so that no one falls 

thru the cracks. Chris asked us to check with anyone we are mentoring that have finished 

book 2, but have not signed the book. We should find out what Sundays in January they 

would be available to go through that rite. 

 

c) Dinner for 8 – Ellen: Dinner for 8 has been a huge success. People are getting to know 

each other better thru this process and are mingling and fellowshipping with each other thru 

these meals. Tracey Bennett hosted at her home Sunday afternoon starting at 2:00 pm. and 

people from the church were having such a good time that many stayed as late as 6:30 pm. 

Great Fellowship! Barbara Wallace is now talking about doing something at her home 



around January 6 similar to dinner for 8, but would be for Epiphany.  Chris said he would 

talk to Barbara to see what she has in mind and how many people she wants to invite. Ellen 

said she would send an email out to all those who had said they would be interested in 

hosting a dinner event to see if there is interest and availability of homes enough to make 

this a church organized evening event. 

  

d) Pastoral Needs – Chris: There has always been pastoral needs that Chris and others have 

told the elder board about, but Chris thought that this would be a good heading to include 

under  “Old Business” on a monthly basis. The elders seemed to like this idea. I am going to 

be careful here not to list person(s) name(s) for their privacy, but rather talk about praying 

for person(s) situation(s). Some of those concerns are financial struggles, travel and Gods 

presence when attending a retreat in December, physical health, job seeking opportunities, 

and so on. Another prayer concern was for a person who was active in the church the first 

couple of years before moving out of the area. We are praying for their health and all family 

member(s) involved. Some of us on the elder board are trying to find time to take a trip to 

see this person. This will be an all day or overnight event due the distance of driving.  A 

third person that was brought to our attention that needs prayer was someone who fell 

recently and under a peculiar circumstance.  We were also reminded that we should not 

forget to visit those elderly person(s) who cannot attend church anymore. We need to keep 

them in our prayers too.  

 

e) Text in Church update – Chris:  Chris reported that this is working excellent.  As you 

may know, a person can send out a text to the whole congregation in a simple manner using 

this “text in Church” feature that we are now paying for thru a company. Chris has 

upgraded this feature since their basic package was not sufficient for our needs. The elders 

have now seen it working. Chris sent out a text to the congregation last week reminding us 

to attend the Compass Class and prior to that, a reminder about our Advent Service. 

 

f) Sunday Morning Compass – Chris: Our first Sunday Morning Compass class was a big 

success. Approximately 25 people attended.  The building coordinator Dick Clark has also 

volunteered a locking closet for storage purposes. This closet is near our Sunday Morning 

Compass class. It is now stocked with incidentals such as coffee cups, silverware and 

napkins, and a rolling cart for easy set-up. 

 

g) Waterman visit debrief – Chris:  There was a discussion of Carla and Wyatt Waterman. 

The CoE decided to keep this discussion confidential. 

 

 

 

 

 



11 NEW BUSINESS  

 

a) KFIA contract –Chris: The KFIA contract is coming up for renewal and we agreed to 

continue with it. Our contract is for Monday 4:00 pm. and we are also getting 3 other slots 

free. They are early Tuesday, late Thursday, and a weekend day.  We also discussed about 

broadcasting more 90 second information sound bites on another station, maybe even a 

secular station. 

 

b) Social media and streaming - Loren: Loren handed out a flyer and introduced the elders 

to “ROKU Development”. ROKU is a streaming media that works on TV’s, pc’s tablets, 

and phones. Within ROKU, there are approximately 1100 religious channels, and many 

other channels that are not religious. All the elders liked the idea of ROKU and want to be 

involved with it. This could be a great tool to stream Chris’s talks that he does on KFIA, 

recordings of our Sunday Church Service, Ancient Future quotes from the founding fathers, 

bible verses, or many other elements. Loren is willing to work on a demo of ROKU for us. 

He also talked about a huge need to have a technical person or company service this and 

other computer technical issues. This should probably be a discussion for the elders at the 

next CoE meeting. The conversation continued that we as a church need a better way of 

reaching millennial. As a group, they are more technical savvy than older generations and 

therefore get their daily news information from other means than radio, TV or newspaper. 

 

c) Cata Ingallis support request – Marianne:  Marianne read a request from Cata asking for 

up to $200 to help pay for a Christmas dinner she and Warren are preparing for Power 

House Ministries. Ellen made a motion and Richard seconded it to give them the full $200 

towards the dinner. If there are any leftover monies, it too would be donated for future 

meals. The motion was ratified.  

 

d) Woman’s Retreat – Marianne: Some of the woman in our church are in the process of 

putting together a woman’s retreat in July 2017. Richard made a motion and Don seconded 

a proposal to pay a deposit of $300 towards securing the rooms in July 2017. If the church 

backs out and cancels the retreat in a timely manner, the monies will be returned to the 

church. The motion was ratified. 

 

Loren closed in Prayer at 9:00 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 


