
 
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

October 23, 2016 (Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

O LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or You had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting You are God. 

You who seek the LORD, praise Him. 
All you, His people, glorify Him and stand in awe. 

In the midst of the assembly we will praise You; 
we will fulfill our vows before those who fear You. 

How blessed are those who dwell in Your house! 
They are ever praising You. 

How blessed are those whose strength is in You, 
in whose hearts are the highways to Zion! 

How blessed are those whom You choose and bring near to You, 
to dwell in Your courts! 

We will abide in Your tabernacle forever; 
we will trust in the shelter of Your wings. 
For You, O God, have heard our vows; 
You have given us the heritage of those who fear Your name. 

– Scripture weaving from Psalms 90, 22, 84, 65, 61
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Better Is One Day 
 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, 
O Lord Almighty. 
For my soul longs and even faints for You. 
For here my heart is satisfied, 
Within Your presence; 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 
 

Chorus 
Better is one day in Your courts, better is one day in Your house, 
Better is one day in Your courts than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: to see Your beauty, 
To find You in the place Your glory dwells. 
 

Chorus 
 

Bridge 
My heart and flesh cry out for You, the living God; 
Your Spirit’s water to my soul. 
I’ve tasted and I’ve seen, Your gift of love to me; 
I will draw near to You, I will draw near to You. 
 
CCLI Song # 1097451 ©1995 Thankyou Music. Matt Redman. Bridge lyric altered: Ellen 
Koehler. CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
 
Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 
 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee! 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in Heaven above adore Thee; 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
Words: Attrib. to Ignaz Franz, 1774; transl. Clarence A. Walworth. Hymn tune: TE DEUM 
Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2012 
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We Fall Down 
 

We fall down, we lay our crowns 
At the feet of Jesus, 
The greatness of mercy and love 
At the feet of Jesus. 
 

And we cry holy, holy, holy, 
We cry holy, holy, holy, 
We cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb 
 
CCLI Song #2437367 ©1998 worshiptogether.com songs; Chris Tomlin 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

We give thanks with joy to the Father,  
who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints  
in the light. 

For He has rescued us from the domain of darkness, 
and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The Son is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn of all creation. 
He is before all things,  
and in Him all things hold together. 

In Him all things in the heavens and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – 
all things were created through Him and for Him. 

He is before all things,  
and in Him all things hold together. 

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through Him God was pleased to reconcile all things to 
Himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through the blood of His cross. 

God has made known to us the riches of the glory of this mystery: 
Christ in us, the hope of glory. 

– from Colossians 1:12-28

Thanks be to God! 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

How blessed are those who fear the LORD, who walk in His ways. 
 

What does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 
LORD’S commandments and statutes? 

– Psalm 128:1; Deuteronomy 10:12-13
 

[Silence] 
 

Merciful God, 
You pardon all who truly repent and turn to You. 
We humbly confess our sins and ask Your mercy. 
 

We have not loved You with a pure heart, 
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. 

We have not done justice, loved kindness, 
or walked humbly with You, our God. 

 

[Silent confessions] 
 

Have mercy on us, O God, in Your loving-kindness. 
In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within us. 
Do not cast us from Your presence,  

or take Your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us  

with Your bountiful Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

– based on Psalm 51:10-12
 

[Silence] 
 
The Jesus Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison, Lord Jesus, have mercy on me. 
 
©2002 Petaluma Music; Setting by David Baker 

 



 

5 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Listen, and hear, the good news of God’s forgiveness: 
Thus says the high and exalted One who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and holy place, and with contrite 
and lowly of spirit, in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.”            – Isaiah 57:15 

 

How blessed are those You choose  
and bring near to live in Your courts! 

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, You forgive our transgressions. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 

the holiness of Your temple! 
By awesome deeds You answer us with deliverance, O God of our 

salvation; You are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of 
the farthest seas!     – from Psalm 65:1-5 

 

TIME OF OFFERING 
Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

Be Thou My Vision       Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE)* 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best thought in the day and the night; 
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word. 
Thou ever with me and I with Thee, Lord. 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for my fight, 
Thou my whole armor, and Thou my true might. 
Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower. 
O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance now and always. 
Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart, 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
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THE WORD 
 

Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever.  Amen 
 

Lead me to the Cross 
 

Saviour I come, quiet my soul; remember: 
Redemption’s hill where Your Blood was spilled for our ransom. 
 

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as loss. 
 

Chorus: 
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out; 
Bring me to my knees, Lord I lay me down; 
Rid me of myself, I belong to You; 
Oh lead me, lead me to the cross. 
 

The Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector, Domini Canes 



 

7 

 

You were as I, tempted and tried, human; 
The Word became flesh, bore our sin and death, now You’re risen. 
 

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as loss. 
 

Chorus 
 

Bridge 
To Your heart, to Your heart, 
Lead me to Your heart, lead me to Your heart. 
 
CCLI Song #4785828 ©2006 Hillsong Publishing; Brooke Fraser 

 
 

Dwell 
 

Dwell in the midst of us; come and dwell in this place. 
Dwell in the midst of us; come and have Your way. 
 

Dwell in the midst of us; wipe all the tears from our faces. 
Dwell in the midst of us; You can have Your way 
 

Not our will but Yours be done; Come and change us. 
Not our will but Yours be done; Come sustain us. 
 

You can have Your way, oh Lord; You can have Your way. 
You can have Your way, oh Lord; You can have Your way 
 
CCLI Song #4085652; ©2003 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing; Casey Corum. 

 
 

SENDING FORTH 
The Life of the Body 
 

Be Thou My Vision (verse 5) 
 

High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun; 
Grant me its joys e’er the victory is won. 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
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Benediction:  
God the Father, who sent His Spirit upon His Son,  

bless you with the presence of His Spirit. 
Jesus, who received the Spirit and manifested the Father,  

abide in you and make you a manifestation of His life. 
And God the Spirit, who came upon Christ in the fullness of power, 

empower you to live in the pattern of baptismal spirituality 
revealed in Jesus. 

To the glory of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“‘What shall I render unto the Lord,’ that while I remember these things I will love 
You, Lord, thank You, and confess my sins to Your name. You have wiped out my 
wicked and sinful acts. Because of Your grace and mercy, You have melted away 
my sin as though it were ice. Whatever evils I haven't committed, I attribute to Your 
grace. For what wouldn't I have committed, by loving sin for sin's sake? Yes, 
everything that I confess You have pardoned, both those things which I did by my 
own perverseness, and those which I didn't carry out because of Your guidance. Who 
would dare to attribute their purity and innocence to their own strength when they 
consider their own weakness? Why would they love You any less, as if they had less 
of a need for Your merciful forgiveness given to those who turn to You? For when 
whoever You call obeys Your voice and despises the things I confess, don't let them 
despise me. I am sick but was healed by the same Physician that healed them or 
rather made them better. Because of this let them love You much more. Let them see 
that You have restored me from such great sin. Let them see themselves as weak and 
in need of help.”              – Augustine 
 
*Setting of Be Thou My Vision: Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE); trans. Mary Byrne, 1905; versified by 
Eleanor Hull, 1912. Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009. 
 
 
Lectionary for next week: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144; Isaiah 1:10-18; 

              Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 
All Saints’ Day (Oct. 30): Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23; 

          Luke 6:20-31 
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