An Ancient-Future Faith Community
Liturgy
October 16, 2016 (Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost)

GATHERING

I will lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where shall my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
The LorD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
He will not allow your foot to slip;
He who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, He who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon by night.
The LorD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.
The LorD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore. — Psalm 121




The Servant Song

We are trav’lers on a journey, fellow pilgrims on the road.

We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you, in the night time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

Will you let me be your servant? Let me be as Christ to you.
Pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.
Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you.

Pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.

I will weep when you are weeping,

When you laugh I’ll laugh with you.

I will share your joy and sorrow,

"Til we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony;
Born of all we’ve known together, of Christ’s love and agony.

Words: Richard Gillard ©1977 Scripture in Song (CCLI Song #72673)
Hymn tune: BEACH SPRING; Benjamin F. White, from the Sacred Harp (1844).

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen!

Loud praise to Christ our King Alleluial Amen!

Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice;
Praise is His gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen!

He is our guide and friend, to us He’ll condescend;
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen!

Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice;
Praise is His gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2013. Words, Christian H. Bateman (Sacred Melodies for Children,
Edinburgh, Scotland, 1843). Hymn tune: MADRID (EVANS), traditional Spanish melody.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

As you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
firmly rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith,
just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

In Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
and we have been made complete in Him,
who is the head of all rule and authority,
and principality and power.

In Him we also were circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ.

We were buried with Him in baptism,
in which we also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead.

When we were dead in our sins and in the uncircumcision of our flesh,
God made us alive together with Christ.

He forgave us all our transgressions,
having cancelled out the certificate of debt against us
with its legal demands;

He set this aside, having nailed it to the cross.

When He disarmed the rulers and authorities,

He made a public display of them,
having triumphed over them through Him.

We hold fast to the Head, Christ Jesus the Lord,
from whom the entire body, being supplied
and held together by the joints and ligaments,
grows with a growth which is from God.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ,
seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God.

Set your minds on the things above,
not on the things that are on earth.
For you have died,

and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
— from Colossians 2:6-19, 3:1-3



PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever with me.
I hold back my feet from every evil way,
that | may keep Your word.
I do not turn aside from Your ordinances,
for You have taught me.
How sweet are Your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!
From Your precepts | get understanding;

therefore | hate every false way.
—from Psalm 119:97-104

[Silence]

We pray together:

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my
thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting. — Psalm 139:23-24

[Silent confessions]

Teach me Your way, O LORD, that | may walk in Your truth.
Give me an undivided heart to fear Your name. — Psalm 86:11

The Jesus Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

Have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.

Kyrie eleison, Lord Jesus, have mercy on me.

©2002 Petaluma Music; Setting by David Baker



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
This is God’s covenant promise to His people:

If they repent, | will restore them that they may serve Me and stand
before Me.

I will put my laws in their hearts, and | will write them on their minds.
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

And they shall all know Me, for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sins no more. — from Jeremiah 15:19 and 31:33-34

Thanks be to God!

TIME OF OFFERING
Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise

Total Praise

Lord, I will lift my eyes to the hills,
Knowing my help is coming from You.
Your peace You give me

In time of the storm.

You are the source of my strength,
You are the strength of my life.
I lift my hands in total praise to You.

Amen ...

CCLI Song #2110330 ©1996 T. Autumn Music | Universal Music — Z Songs.
Richard Smallwood. CCLI License # 3097801

THE WORD

Psalm 119:97-104
Psalm 121




THE TABLE
Remembering the Body of Christ

The Lord be with you! And also with you! -_
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.|

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. lfcs
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou are mighty; hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of Heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed me now and evermore;
Feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliv’rer, Strong Deliv’rer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan bid my anxious fears subside.

Bear me through the swelling current, land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises, | will ever give to Thee;

I will ever give to Thee.

Setting: Ellen Koehler. Copyright ©2014 All Rights Reserved.
Text: William Williams, 1745; Hymn tune: CWM RHONNDA, John Hughes, 1907



| Want Jesus To Walk Wit Me -

I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me;

In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
In my trials, Lord, walk with me.
When my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
When I’'m in trouble, Lord, walk with me.
When my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.

African-American spiritual. Tune: SOJOURNER.

SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

All Day Long

All day long I’ve been with Jesus;

It has been a glorious day.

I’ve just moved up one step higher,

And I’m walking on the King’s highway.

All day long I’ve talked with Jesus;

It has been a glorious day.

It has moved me one step higher

On my walk along the King’s highway.

Won’t you come ad walk with Jesus?

It will be a glorious day.

You can leave your sin and sorrow,

You can walk upon the King’s highway.

African folk hymn.



Benediction:
Brothers and sisters, as we go forth into the world to walk out our
baptisms, loving and serving the Lord, let us remember with thankful
hearts that He has called us into the company of pilgrims who trust in
Christ and seek to obey His will.
So let us fix our eyes steadfastly on Jesus, as we look forward in joy
to the path He has set before us, walking in trust and in the fear of the
Lord.
Amen.
Now to God be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations
who fear Him, forever and ever.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers —

“He who is the Way doesn't sidetrack us or lead us into spacious wastelands. He
who is the Truth doesn't mock us with lies. He who is the Life doesn't betray us
with deathly delusions. Christ chose these winsome names for Himself to
indicate His methods for our salvation. As the Way, He will guide us to the
Truth. And the Truth will root us in the Life. Therefore, it is vital that we know
the mysterious way (which He reveals) of attaining this life. ‘No man cometh to
the Father but through Me.” The way to the Father is through the Son. Now we
must ask whether the way is by obedience to His teaching or by faith in His
Godhead. For it is conceivable that our way to the Father could be by obeying
the Son's teaching, rather than by believing that the Father dwells in the Son.
Therefore, we must next seek out the true meaning of this instruction. For it isn't
by cleaving to a preconceived opinion, but by studying the force of the words,
that we can possess this faith.” — Hilary of Poitiers

Lectionary for next week: Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; Sirach 35:12-17;
Jeremiah 14:7-10,19-22; Psalm 84:1-7;
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
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