An Ancient-Future Faith Community
Liturgy
November 5, 2017 (Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost)

GATHERING

Leader:
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the
words of my mouth! | will open my mouth in a parable; | will utter
dark sayings of old, things that we have heard and known, that our
fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, but
tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and
His might, and the wonders that He has done.

M: In the sight of their fathers He performed wonders,
in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.

W: He divided the sea and let them pass through it,
and made the waters stand like a heap.

M: In the daytime He led them with a cloud,
and all the night with a fiery light.

W: He split rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.
He made streams come out of the rock
and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

M: They remembered that God was their rock,
the Most High God their redeemer.

W: He led His people like sheep,
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.

Leader:
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall
declare Your mighty acts. They tell of the glory of Your
kingdom, and speak of Your might.

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD;

and we, Your faithful people, shall bless You.
— from Psalms 78 and 145:3-5, 10



10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)

Chorus:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;
Worship His holy name.

Sing like never before, O my soul;
Worship Your holy name.

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,

It’s time to sing You song again,

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me —
Let me be singing when the evening comes.

Chorus

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger;
Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing —
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.

Chorus

And on that day, when my strength is failing,
The end draws near, and my time has come;
Still, my soul will sing Your praise uneneding —
Ten thousand years, and then forevermore.

Chorus

CCLI Song #6016351 ©2011 Atlas Mountain Songs | sixsteps Music | Thankyou Music |
worshiptogether.com songs. Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman. CCLI License #3097801

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit



Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens dr ih

Worship, honor, glory, blessing, Lord, we offer unto Thee.

Young and old, Thy praise expressing, in glad homage bend the knee.
All the saints in heaven adore Thee;

We would bow before Thy throne.

As Thine angels serve before Thee,

So on earth Thy will be done.

Worship, honor, glory, blessing, Lord, we offer unto Thee.
Young and old, Thy praise expressing, in glad homage bend the knee.

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2012. Text: anonymous (vs. 1 and 2), collected and published by
Thomas Coram, 1796; Edward Osler (vs. 3), 1836. Hymn tune: HOLY MANNA
(William Moore, The Columbian Harmony, 1825)

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places in Christ.
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before Him.
In love He predestined us for adoption as His children through Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the purpose of His will,
to the praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us
in the Beloved.
In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace which He lavished upon us.
In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,
having been predestined according to His purpose, to the end
that we should be to the praise of His glory.
In Him, we also were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of
those who are God’s possession, to the praise of His glory.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Through Him we have obtained access to this grace in which we

stand; and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
— from Ephesians 1:3-14 and Romans 5:1-2



PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

Hear our prayer, O LORD, give ear to our supplications.
Answer in Your faithfulness, in Your righteousness!

Teach me the way in which I should walk, for to You I lift up my
soul. Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; let Your
good Spirit lead me into a level country and into the land of
uprightness. — from Psalm 143:1, 8b, 10 (NAS, Amp.)

Most merciful God,

You have shown us the way of life through Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Yet too often we have strayed from Your way. We confess that we
have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone.

[Silent confessions]

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves.

[Silence]

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. In Your mercy, forgive
us and raise us from sin that we may be Your faithful people,
delighting in Your will and walking in Your ways, to the glory of
Your Name. Amen.

The Jesus Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

Have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.

Kyrie eleison, Lord Jesus, have mercy on me.

©2002 Petaluma Music; Setting by David Baker
Used by permission.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The word of the Lord, the assurance of His forgiveness:

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
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Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has
compassion on those who fear Him. He does not deal with us
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us. As high as the heavens are high above the
earth, so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him.

The steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on
those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His
commandments. — from Psalm 103:8-18

Thanks be to God!

TIME OF OFFERING
Words of thanksgiving and testimonies of God’s faithfulness

Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart.

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.

Thou my best thought in the day and the night;
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word.
Thou ever with me and I with Thee, Lord.
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for my fight,

Thou my whole armor, and Thou my true might.

Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower.

O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance now and always.
Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart,

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009
Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE); trans. Mary Byrme, 1905; versified by Eleanor Hull, 1912.
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THE WORD

2 Timothy 3:10-17
Psalm 78
Matthew 23:1-12

THE TABLE
Remembering the Body of Christ

The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord. 1y
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again!

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Our Father, Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts

As we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory,
Forever. Amen



We Behold You (Fraction nthem) o

With all of the saints and angels,
We gather before You.

Our hearts filled with thankfulness,
We lift up Your holy Name.

With all who have gone before us,
We feast at Your table.

We eat of Your body and

Drink of Your holy blood.

And we behold You, and we behold You
Lamb of God, slain for our sins.
(Repeat)

©1996 Ecclesia Music Publishing. James R. Hart.
Used by permission.

| Exalt Thee

For Thou, oh Lord, art high above all the earth;
Thou art exalted far above all gods.
(repeat)

I exalt Thee! I exalt Thee! I exalt Thee, oh Lord
CCLI Song #17803 ©1977 Sanchez, Pete, Jr.

SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

Be Thou My Vision (reprise)

High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun;
Grant me its joys e’er the victory is won.

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009
Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE); trans. Mary Byrne, 1905; versified by Eleanor Hull, 1912.
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Benediction:

We serve a great, mighty, awesome God!
And we are learning together more and more what it means to love
and serve Him as we grow together in love and community, living
out an intergenerational faith that is not just our own, but for others
and for other generations in the Body of Christ.
Amen!

Now, as we go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord —
may He grant that what we do and what we say will be a positive
witness for Christ, and that we would truly become a culture of the
transmission of God’s story!
To the glory of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers —

“Beloved, let us draw near to faith, since its powers are so great. For faith raised
Enoch up to heaven. . . . It caused the barren to bear children. It delivered people
from the sword. It raised us from the pit. It enriched the poor. It released the
captives. It delivered the persecuted. It brought down fire. It divided the sea. It
split the rock and gave water for the thirsty to drink. It satisfied the hungry. It
raised the dead and brought them up from Sheol. It stilled the storm. It healed
the sick. It conquered armies. It overthrew walls. It stopped the mouths of lions
and quenched the flames of fire. It humiliated the proud and brought the humble
honor . . . When you have read and learned about the works of faith, you can be
like the tilled land the good seed fell on. For it produced fruit of thirty[1, sixty (],
and a hundred( Ifold. Then, when you come to your Lord, He will call you a
good servant, thoughtful and faithful. On account of His faith that abounds in
you, you will enter the kingdom of your Lord.”

Aphrahat

Lectionary for next week: Joshua 24:1-3a, 13-25; Psalm 78:1-7; Amos 5:18-24;
Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20; Psalm 70;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community

www.Epiclesis.org | Info line: (916)572-9113

Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter
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