
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

October 29, 2017 (Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

O LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,  

or You had formed the earth and the world,  
from everlasting to everlasting You are God. 

You who seek the LORD, praise Him. 
All you, His people, glorify Him and stand in awe. 

In the midst of the assembly we will praise You; 
we will fulfill our vows before those who fear You. 

How blessed are those who dwell in Your house!  
They are ever praising You. 

How blessed are those whose strength is in You, 
in whose hearts are the highways to Zion! 

How blessed are those whom You choose and bring near to You, 
to dwell in Your courts. 

We will abide in Your tabernacle forever; 
we will trust in the shelter of Your wings. 
For You, O God, have heard our vows;  
You have given us the heritage of those who fear Your name. 

–Scripture weaving from Psalms 90, 22, 84, 65, 61
 

Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
 

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 
Praise is His gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 

Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 
 

Chorus 
Come, now is the time to worship; 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship, 
Come, just as you are before your God.  Come. 
 

One day every tongue will confess You are God; 
One day every knee will bow. 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 
Who gladly choose You now. 
 

Chorus 
 

Willingly we choose to surrender our lives; 
Willingly our knees will bow. 
With all our heart, soul, mind and strength 
We gladly praise You now. 
 

One day every tongue will confess You are God; 
One day every knee will bow. 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those 
Who gladly choose You now. 
 
CCLI Song #2430948 ©1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire); Brian Doerksen  
CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing (verse 2) 

 

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend, to us He’ll condescend; 
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2013. Words, Christian H. Bateman (Sacred Melodies for Children, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, 1843). Hymn tune: MADRID (EVANS), traditional Spanish melody. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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Sung: 
Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 
Praise is His gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen! 

 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

To the Lord we say again:  
You have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 

Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the whole 
world, from everlasting to everlasting You are God.   

 – Psalm 90:1-2 (NIV)

 
Beati/Psalm 1 

 

Refrain: 
Beati, in domo Domini 
(Blessed are they who dwell in God’s house) 
 
Copyright ©1982 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 71250 Taizé, France. 

 
Blessed are those who do not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful. 
But their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and in His law they mediate day and night. 
They will be like a trees firmly planted by streams of water,  

which yield their fruit in its season; 
their leaves never wither, and whatever they do prospers. 

 
Refrain 
 

But the wicked are not so; 
they are like the chaff which the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the LORD watches over the path of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked shall perish. 

 
Refrain 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
How blessed are those who fear the LORD, who walk in His ways. 
 

What does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the LORD’S 
commandments and statutes?        – Psalm 128:1; Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
 

[Silence] 
 

Most merciful God, You have loved us with a love beyond our 
understanding, and You have set us on paths of righteousness 
for Your name’s sake. Yet too often we have strayed from Your way. 

We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in Your will, and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your Name.  Amen. 

 
Sweet Hour of Prayer 

 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer: 
That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
My soul has often found relief; 
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare  
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer. 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer: 
Thy wings shall my petition bear 
To Him whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since He bids me seek His face,  
Believe His word, and trust His grace, 
I’ll cast on Him my every care, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer. 
 
Words: William Walford, 1845. Hymn tune: SWEET HOUR, William B. Bradbury, 1861. 



 

5 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
This is God’s assurance of His love and forgiveness: 
 

The LORD is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The LORD is near to all who call on Him,  
to all who call on Him in truth. 

He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him; He hears their cry, 
and saves them. The LORD watches over all who love Him.  

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless 
His holy name forever and ever.             – Psalm 145:8-9, 18-21 

 
TIME OF OFFERING  

Words of thanksgiving and testimonies of God’s faithfulness 
 
Speak the Word 

 

Speak the word, speak the word, speak the word; 
The eternal, infallible word. 
Speak the truth to me; let it set me free. 
 

Speak the word, speak the word, speak the word; 
The eternal, divine, holy word. 
Let it calm my soul, shape and make me whole – Speak the word. 
 

Chorus: 
I will hide it in my heart, cherish every part; 
Let it heal, renew; cleanse me through and through. 
I will make it my delight, living by its light. 
My faith, I know, will rise 
In these words so rich and wise. Speak the word. 
 

Speak the word, speak the word, speak the word; 
The eternal, infallible word. 
Let its power rise to dispel all lies. 
 

Speak the word, speak the word, speak the word; 
The eternal, divine, holy word. 
Let it light my path, as each promise stands – Speak the word. 
 
Words and music by Tommy Walker. ©2016 McKinney Music, Inc. Used by permission.  
“Song of the Week,” #11.www.tommywalker.net/free-charts/ (accessed 23 October 2017) 
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THE WORD  
 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Matthew 22:15-22 

 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 
 

Our Father in Heaven (sung)  
 

Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy, 
Your name is holy, our Father. 
Your kingdom come,  
And Your will be done 
Here on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us, we pray, our bread for today, 
Our debts forgive and in turn we will live, 
Forgiving of what others owe. 
Keep us from trials;  
Save us from our ancient foe! 
 

As we sing the kingdom, 
We sing the power, 
We sing the glory be Yours –  
Forever. Amen. Amen. Amen! 
 
Chris Alford and Ellen Koehler. ©2014. All rights reserved. 

 



 

7 

Lord, Have Mercy 
 

Jesus, I’ve forgotten the words that You have spoken, 
Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim. 
With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom; 
Forgive me for my unbelief, renew the fire again. 
 

Chorus: 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;  
Lord, have mercy on me. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

I have built an altar where I’ve worshipped things of man; 
I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You. 
Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing; 
Pardon my transgressions, help me love You again. 
 

I have longed to know You, and all Your tender mercies, 
Like a river of forgiveness, ever flowing without end. 
So I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence, 
Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night. 
 
CCLI Song  #2989578  ©2000 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Steve Merkel 

 
SENDING FORTH  

The Life of the Body 
 

Come, Christians, Join to Sing (verse 3) 
 

Praise yet our Christ again,  
Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain;  
Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore,  
His goodness we’ll adore, 
Singing forevermore: 
“Alleluia! Amen! Alleluia! Amen!” 
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Benediction: 
Beloved, as you go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord, 

remember this great, good news: God the Father, through the eternal 
Word and the powerful Holy Spirit, created all things. Through His 
only Son, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, God revealed His 
perfect plan in all creation. And through the Spirit, the Word of God 
still speaks to us, enabling us – God’s children – to share in the life, 
love and community of the Triune God.  Thanks be to God! 

Now to Him who raised Jesus from the dead and exalted Him to the 
right hand of His throne of majesty on high, where He now appears 
in the presence of God for us –  

To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power, and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages,  
now and forevermore! 

Amen! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
 “Our nature can't contemplate heavenly things by our own strength. We must learn from 
God what we should think of Him. We have no source of knowledge but God Himself. 
You might be as well trained in secular philosophy as possible, and you may have lived a 
life of righteousness. But, although all of this will add to your mental satisfaction, it won't 
help you know God. Moses was adopted as the queen's son. He was instructed in all the 
Egyptians' wisdom. Moreover, out of loyalty to his race, Moses avenged the Hebrew by 
slaying the Egyptian who wronged him. Yet he didn't know the God who blessed his 
fathers. For when he left Egypt afraid of his deed being discovered, he lived as a 
shepherd in the land of Midian. There he saw a fire in the bush, but the bush wasn't 
consumed. Then he heard the voice of God, asked His name, and learned His nature. 
Despite all this he couldn't have known anything except through God Himself. We, in the 
same way, must confine whatever we say about God to the words He has spoken to us 
about Himself.”       – Hilary of Poitiers 
 

Lectionary for next week: Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; Micah 3:5-12;  
   Psalm 43; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12 
 

Lectionary for All Saints Day (Nov. 1): Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 
            1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 

Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 
Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 

 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2017 E.K. 


