
 
 

An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
Liturgy 

March 26, 2017 (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 
GATHERING 

 

We will sing of Your steadfast love, O LORD, forever; 
with our mouths we will proclaim Your faithfulness 
to all generations. 

We declare that Your steadfast love is established forever; 
Your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

May our meditation be pleasing to Him; 
for we do worship and rejoice in the LORD. 

– from Psalms 89:1-2, 104:34

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside quiet waters. 
He restores my soul. 
He guides me in the paths of righteousness 

for His name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You have anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me  

all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  – Psalm 23 
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Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 

Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Chorus: 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided –  
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 
©1923. Renewal 1951 by Hope Publishing Company 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm | Music: William M. Runyan 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
 
 
Open My Eyes That I May See 

 

Open my eyes that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me. 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for Thee,  
Ready, my God, Thy will to see. 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2011 
Text and music: Clara H. Scott. Public domain 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through Him, 
and without Him was not anything made 
that was made. 

In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 
The Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, 
so that all might believe through him.  

He was not the Light, 
but he came to bear witness to the Light. 

The true Light which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 
yet the world did not know Him. 

He came to His own, 
and His own did not receive Him. 

But to all who did receive Him, 
who believed in His name, 
He gave the right to become children of God,  
who were born, not of blood.  
nor of the will of the flesh. 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,  
and we beheld His glory,  
glory as of the only begotten from the Father,  
full of grace and truth. 
No one has seen God at any time; 
the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has made Him known. 

 – from John 1:1-18

 
 

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 



 

4 

 

O LORD, there is no God like You in heaven above or on earth beneath, 
keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to Your servants who 
walk before You with all their heart.           – 1 Kings 8:23 
 
Most holy and merciful God, You have loved us with a love beyond our 

understanding, and You have set us on paths of righteousness for 
Your name’s sake. Yet too often we have strayed from Your way. 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me; 
for in You my soul takes refuge.             – Psalm 57:1 

 
[Silence] 

 
We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me; 
for in You my soul takes refuge.             – Psalm 57:1 

 
[Silence] 

 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in Your will, and walk in Your way, to the glory of Your 
Name. Amen. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Grant us peace. 
 
©1997 Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.; James MacMillan 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
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The word of the Lord, the good news of His salvation: 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 
on them light has shined.                – Isaiah 9:2 

God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.        – 2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

TIME OF OFFERING  
 

Words and expressions of testimony and gratitude. 
 

Everywhere 
 

Oh, the way the sea crashes on the shore, 
And with endless praise, glorifies Your name; 
Oh, the mountains green stand with faithful feet, 
Raised to point their song, and declare You King. 
 

Chorus: 
I can see You everywhere, 
All around me, in the air. 
You surround my heart with songs of rare belief, 
Creation groans, and leans on You. 
How I wish that I could, too. 
Teach me more to be like You. 
 

You wrap Yourself in light, and You ride upon the wind. 
You cause the sun to shine, and obey to rise again. 
Of You I stand in awe, and fail with words to say, 
All of what You are is why I want to stay. 
 
Rita Springer. ©2004 Kindred Joy Music. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

6 

THE WORD 
 

John 9 
 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 

Yet I Will Praise You 
 

I will praise You, Lord, my God; 
Even in my brokenness I will praise You, Lord. 
I will praise You, Lord. my God; 
Even in my desperation I will praise You, Lord. 
And I can't understand all that You allow, 
I just can't see the reason. 
But my life is in Your hands, 
And though I cannot see You, I choose to trust You. 
 

Chorus 1 
Even when my heart is torn, I will praise You, Lord. 
Even when I feel deserted, I will praise You, Lord. 
Even in the darkest valley, I will praise You, Lord. 
And when my world is shatter'd, and it seems all hope is gone 
Yet I will praise You, Lord. 
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Verse 2 
I will trust You, Lord, my God; 
Even in my loneliness I will trust You, Lord. 
I will trust You, Lord, my God; 
Even when I cannot hear You I will trust You, Lord. 
And I will not forget that You hung on a cross, 
Lord, You bled and died for me. 
And if I have to suffer I know that You've been there, 
And I know that You're here now. 
 

Chorus 2 
Even when my heart is torn I will trust You, Lord. 
Even when I feel deserted I will trust You, Lord. 
Even in the darkest valley I will trust You, Lord. 
And when my world is shatter'd, and it seems all hope is gone, 
Yet I will praise You, Lord. 
 
CCLI Song # 3033258 ©1999 Vineyard Songs Canada; Andy Park.  
CCLI License  # 3097801 
 

 
Blessed Be Your Name 

 

Blessed be Your name, 
When I'm found in the desert place; 
Though I walk through the wilderness, 
Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name, 
On the road marked with suffering; 
Though there's pain in the offering, 
Blessed be Your name. 
 
CCLI Song #3798438 ©2002 Thankyou Music; Matt Redman and Beth Redman 

 
 
 

SENDING FORTH 
The Life of the Body 
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Blessed Be Your Name 
 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise; 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say –  
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name. 

 

Benediction:  
Now brothers and sisters, as you go forth into the world to live out 
your baptisms, do so remembering this: Jesus is the Light of the 
world; in Him there is no darkness at all. It is He who faithfully 
guides, protects, comforts and sustains us. His steadfast love restores 
our souls. Amen. 
Now may the Lord direct your hearts and keep your souls in God’s 
love as you observe a holy Lent, walking in Christ’s own footsteps 
and taking on His likeness. 
We remember, and we go with grateful hearts into the world to 
love and serve the Lord.  Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“We, whose spiritual eyes have been opened by the Word, Jesus Christ, and who see the 
difference between light and darkness, prefer to take our stand ‘in the light.’ We won't 
have anything at all to do with darkness. In addition, the true Light, endowed with life, 
knows who to reveal His full splendor to, and to whom His light. For He doesn't just 
display His brilliance due to the weakness in the recipient's eyes. And whose eyes are 
affected and injured if we must speak of them at all? Those who are ignorant of God and 
whose passions prevent them from seeing the truth. Christians, however, aren't blinded by 
the words of those who opposed worshiping God. But let those who know they are 
blinded by following crowds who are in error and groups that keep festivals to demons, 
draw near to the Word, Jesus Christ. He can give the gift of sight. Like the poor and blind 
whom . . . Jesus healed because they said to Him, ‘Son of David, have mercy upon me,’ 
those who draw near to Him will also receive mercy and recover their eyesight, created 
fresh and beautiful by the Word of God.”     – Origen  
 

Lectionary for next week: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 
www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 

Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 
Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 

 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2017 E.K. 


