Liturgy
August 21, 2016 (Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

GATHERING

Who is like the LORD our God, who is enthroned on high?

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing
fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not

another word be spoken fo them.
Who is like the LORD our God, who is enthroned on high?

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word
than the blood of Abel.

Who is like You, O LORD our God: enthroned on high;

Majestic in holiness, awesome in praises?
— from Psalm 113:5, Hebrews 12:18-24, Exodus 15:11

You are God; we praise You!
You are the Lord; we acclaim Youl!
You are the Eternal Father: All creation worships You!

To You all angels, all the powers of heaven, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

— from Te Deum laudamus (“Thee, O God, we praise™).
A hymn of the early church, fourth century.
Attributed to church fathers Ambrose and Augustine.



| See the Lord

| see the Lord,

Seated on the throne, exalted;

And the train of His robe

Fills the temple with glory.

And the whole earth is filled,

And the whole earth is filled,

And the whole earth is filled with His glory.

Holy, holy, holy, holy,
Holy is the Lord.
Holy, holy, holy, holy,
Holy is the Lord.

CCLI Song #1406176 ©1992 Maranatha Praise, Inc; Chris Falson

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit

The God of Abraham Praise

The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above,
The Ancient of eternal days,
And God of love.

Jehovah, great | Am,

By earth and heav’n confessed:
We bow and bless the sacred name,
Forever blest.

And “Holy, holy, holy,” cry, *
Almighty King!”

Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Eternal Father, great | Am,

We worship Thee. = Y
The AnCIent of Days, 14™ Century Fresco,
Ubisi, Georgia




The whole triumphant host

Give thanks to God on high;

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.

Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
With heav’n our songs we raise:

All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise.

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2013. Text: Thomas Olivers, 1765; based on the Hebrew
Yigdal of Daniel ben Judah, c. 1400. Music: Traditional Hebrew melody.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Let us continue our profession of faith and praise, in the words of this
hymn of the ancient church:

The glorious company of apostles praises you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praises you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praises you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims You;
Father of majesty unbounded,
Your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the King of glory, the eternal Son of the Father.
When You became man to set us free
You did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death,
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help Your people,
bought with the price of Your own blood,

and bring us with Your saints to glory everlasting.
— from Te Deum laudamus



PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

Consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself,

so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
—Hebrews 12:3

[Silence]

Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to You and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and
deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart, and mind,
and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

[Silent confessions]

Have mercy on us, Lord.
Accept our repentance,
and accomplish in us the work of Your salvation,
that we may show forth Your glory in the world;
through Christ, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Cock, Representing Light, Fights Against a Turtle, Representing
Darkness, Basilica di Aquileia (Italy), 4™ Century
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Bless the Lord (Refrain)

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name;
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

Songs and Prayers from Taizé; ©1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, F-71250 Taizé, France

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and do not forget all His benefits —
Who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit;
Who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good as long as you live,

so that you youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
— Psalm 103:1-5

Refrain

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.
He made known His ways to Moses,
His acts to the people of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
For as high as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is His steadfast love toward those who fear Him.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far He removes our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for His children,

so the LORD has compassion for those who fear Him.
— from Psalm 103:6-13

Refrain



TIME OF OFFERING
Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise

Holy and loving God, You have graced us with abundant blessings —
with Your light, Your life, Your awesome presence. You have
promised that even now we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken. And so with gratitude, in reverence and worshipful awe, we ask
You to accept with these offerings our whole selves — all we have, all
we are, all that we shall become — and our resolve to walk in Your

ways. For Jesus’ sake and for His glory alone. Amen.
— prayer based on Hebrews 12:28-29

Bow Down

Bow down before the Lord,

Worship Him, O worship Him.

Bow down before our God,

Enter in, O enter in.

Consuming fire and sweet perfume,

His awesome presence fills this room.

This is holy ground, so come and bow down.

Holy, holy, holy Lord of hosts;
Saints and angels give You glory, now and forevermore.

CCLI Song #1222013; ©1993 Intergrity’s Hosanna! Music. David Baroni, Tony Sutherland
CCLI License # 3097801

THE WORD

Jeremiah 1:4-10

THE TABLE .
Remembering the Body of Christ |

The Lord be with you! And also
Lift up your hearts. We lift them
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. |
It is right to give Him thanks and pra

God Touches Jeremiah's Mouth, Winchéster Bit
Winchester Cathedral, ¢.1160
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The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

We Behold You (Fraction Anthem)

With all of the saints and angels, we gather before You.

Our hearts filled with thankfulness, we lift up Your holy Name.
With all who have gone before us, we feast at Your table.

We eat of Your body and drink of Your holy blood.

And we behold You, and we behold You,
Lamb of God, slain for our sins.
(Repeat)

©1996 Ecclesia Music Publishing. James R. Hart

Jesus, Lover of My Soul

Jesus, lover of my soul;

All consuming fire is in Your gaze.
Jesus, | want You to know

I will follow You all my days.

For no one else in history is like You,
And history itself belongs to You;
Alpha and Omega, You have loved me,
And | will share eternity with You.

It’s all about You, Jesus. and all this is for You,

For Your glory and Your fame.

It’s not about me, as if You should do things my way;
You alone are God and | surrender to Your ways.

CCLI Song No. 1545484; ©1995 Thankyou Music; Paul Oakley
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SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Public domain. Words: Thomas Ken. Tune: Old 100" (attributed to Louis Bourgeois)

Benediction:
And now, beloved, we go forth into the world to love and serve the
Lord — with thankful hearts and joyful resolve to trust and to follow
Him wherever and however He leads. Amen.
Now to God be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations
who fear Him, forever and ever.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers —

“There are two kinds of blessings: temporal and eternal. Temporal blessings are health,
honor, friends, wealth, children, a home, a wife, and other things from our journey in life.
But we reside in the hotel of life as travelers moving on, not as owners intending to
remain. For eternal blessings are eternal life, the body and soul's incorruption and
immortality, the allegiance of angels, the heavenly city, unfailing glory and the Father—
the former without death, the latter without an enemy. These blessings make us desire
them with eagerness and ask for them with perseverance. We don't ask with lengthy
words, but with groans. A longing desire is always praying even though the tongue is
silent. For if you ever long for these things, you are praying. When does prayer sleep?
When desire grows cold. So then, let us beg for these eternal blessings with eager desire.
Let us seek these good things with entire earnestness. Let us ask for them with
assurance.” — Augustine

Lectionary for next week:  Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Sirach 10:12-18 or
Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community
www.Epiclesis.org | Info line: (916)572-9113
Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way
(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841.
Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM.
©2016 E.K.
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