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July 31, 2016 (Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) 

 
GATHERING 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! 
His steadfast love endures forever. 
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those whom He has redeemed 

from the hand of the enemy and gathered to Himself. 
They cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

and He delivered them from their distress. 
Let them thank the LORD for His lovingkindness, 

and for His wondrous works to the children of men. 
For He satisfies the longing soul, 

and fills the hungry soul with goodness. 
All creation declares the goodness of our God: 

He covers the heavens with clouds, supplies the earth with rain, 
and provides for His creatures, great and small. 

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him,  
in those who hope in His steadfast love.  

Come, let us sing praises to the LORD with songs of thanksgiving! 
– from Psalms 107:1-9 and 147:1, 8-11
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Immortal Invisible (Your Great Name We Praise) 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise; 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes. 
Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light; 
Not wanting or wasting, You rule us in might. 
Your justice, like mountains high soaring above; 
Your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

Chorus: 
Most holy, most glorious, 
The Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious,  
Your great Name we praise! 
 

All life comes from You, Lord, to both great and small; 
In all life You live, Lord, the true Life of all. 
We blossom and flourish but quickly grow frail; 
We wither and perish, but You never fail. 
 

Chorus 
 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light; 
Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we will render, oh Father of Grace; 
Till one day in splendor we see face to face. 
 

Chorus 
 
CCLI Song #4088941 © 2001 Sovereign Grace Praise;  
Bob Kauflin | Walter Chalmers Smith  
CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
 

INVOCATION 
Prayers of welcome and praise 
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Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 
O Thou of God, and man the Son; 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 
 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations! 
Son of God and Son of man: 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be Thine. 
 
Anon. German hymn Münster Gesangbuch, 1677; transl. source unknown, vs 1-3;  
vs 4, Joseph A. Seiss. Music Schleische Volksleider, 1842  Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2010  

 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 

For we have died and our life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then we also will be 
revealed with Him in glory. 

Put to death, therefore, whatever is earthly in you:  
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed, which is idolatry. 

For it is because of these things that the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. 
And in them we also once walked, when we were living in them. 

But now you also are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and abusive speech from your lips. Do not lie to one another, since 
you have put off the old self with its practices. 

We have put on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of our Creator, in which there is no 
distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free, but Christ 
is all, and in all. 

– from Colossians 3:1-11
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
Call to confession: 
 

If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Brothers and sisters, we have an obligation – not to the flesh,  
but to the Spirit. If, by the Spirit, we are putting to death the 
misdeeds of the body, we will live. 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
– from Romans 8:11-14

 
 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
Too often we fail to live out our baptisms – putting off the old self 
which has been buried with Christ in His death and putting on 
the new self, raised to the new life of the Spirit. 
 
 
[Silence] 
 
 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us all our sins; that we may delight in Your will, and walk 
in Your ways, to the glory of Your Name.  Amen. 
 
 
Whiter Than Snow 

 

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole; 
I want You forever to live in my soul. 
Break down ev'ry idol, cast out ev'ry foe. 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
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Lord Jesus, look down from Your throne in the skies, 
And help me to make a complete sacrifice. 
I give up myself and whatever I know; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Lord Jesus, before You I patiently wait; 
Come now and within me a new heart create. 
To those who have sought You, You never said no. 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

Whiter than snow, yes, whiter than snow; 
Now wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler  ©2013.  
Text: James Nicholson, 1872; Music: William G. Fischer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

This is good news indeed: 
All of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus  

were baptized into His death. 
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

– from Romans 6:3-4

Thanks be to God! 
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TIME OF OFFERING 
Testimonies and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 
When It’s All Been Said and Done 

 

When it’s all been said and done, 
There is just one thing that matters: 
Did I do my best to live for truth? 
Did I live my life for You? 
 

When it’s all been said and done, 
All my treasures will mean nothing; 
Only what I’ve done for love’s reward 
Will stand the test of time. 
 

Lord, Your mercy is so great, 
That you look beyond our weakness; 
And find purest gold in miry clay, 
Making sinners into saints. 
 

I will always sing Your praise, here on earth and ever after; 
For You’ve shown me Heaven’s my true home, 
When it’s all been said and done, You’re my life when life is gone. 
 

When it’s all been said and done, there is just one thing that matters: 
Did I do my best to live for truth? Did I live my life for You? 
Lord, I’ll live my life for You. 
 
CCLI Song #2788353 ©1999 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music.  Jim Cowan. 

 
THE WORD 

 

Colossians 3:1-17 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

Down in the River to Pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray, 
Studyin’ about that good ole way 
And who shall wear the starry crown; 
Good Lord, show me the way! 
 

O, sisters, let’s go down; 
Let’s go down, come on down. 
O, sisters, let’s go down; 
Down in the river to pray. 
 

. . . O, brothers, let’s go down; . . .  
 

. . . O, fathers, let’s go down, . . .  
 

. . . O, mothers, let’s go down, . . .  
 

. . . O, sinners, let’s go down, . . .  
 

As I went down in the river to pray, 
Studyin’ about that good ole way 
And who shall wear the robe and crown;  
Good Lord, show me the way! 
 
Public domain. American traditional. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
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Immortal Invisible (Your Great Name We Praise) 
 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light; 
Your angels adore You, all veiling their sight. 
All praise we will render, oh Father of Grace; 
Till one day in splendor we see face to face. 
 

Most holy, most glorious, the Ancient of Days; 
Almighty, victorious, Your great Name we praise! 

 
Benediction  

Now, beloved, you go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord, 
walking out your baptisms and rejoicing that, because we are raised 
with Christ, in Him we are new creations, daily renewed according to 
the image of our Creator. Amen! 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly. And as you go, whatever you do, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks always to God the Father 
through Him.              – based on Colossians 3 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“The power of divine wisdom is so great that, when infused into one's heart, it expels 
foolishness (the mother of all fault) by one impulse— once and for all. This wisdom 
doesn't need payment, books, or nightly studies to come about. But the results are 
accomplished freely, easily, and quickly, if only ears are open and the heart thirsts for 
wisdom. Don't be afraid: we don't sell water or offer the sun as a reward. The fountain of 
God, most abundant and full, is open to everyone. This heavenly light rises for everyone 
who has eyes. Did the philosophers bring about these things, or can they accomplish 
these results if they want? For although they spend their lives studying philosophy, they 
can neither improve any person nor improve themselves. . . . Their wisdom at its best 
doesn't eradicate, but actually hides faults. However, a few of God's principles will 
change people so completely and make them new by having them put off their old selves 
so that you wouldn't recognize them as the same.”              – Lactantius 

Lectionary for next week:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23; Genesis 15:1-6;  
              Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
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