An Ancient-Future Faith Community

Liturgy
July 24, 2016 (Tenth Sunday after Pentecost)

GATHERING

We are gathered to worship and magnify the King of kings and Lord of
lords, who alone is worthy to be praised.

Give thanks to the LORD with a whole heart;
tell of all His wonderful works.
We will be glad and exult in Him;
and sing praises to the name of the Most High.
Bow down toward His holy temple in worship, and give thanks
to His name for His unfailing love and faithfulness.
For He has exalted His name and His word above all things.
On the day | called, He answered me;
He increased the strength of my soul.
The LorD will fulfill His purpose for us;
He will not forsake the work of His hands;
His steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the LORD and sing of His ways,
for great is the glory of the Lord! — from Psalm 138
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Rejoice, the Lord Is King o

Rejoice the Lord is King; your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice!

Give thanks and sing: Rejoice, rejoice!

The Lord is King!

Jesus, the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love.
When He had purged our stains, He took His seat above.
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice!

Give thanks and sing: Rejoice, rejoice!

The Lord is King!

His kingdom cannot fail; He rules o’er earth and heav’n.
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n.

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice!

Give thanks and sing: Rejoice, rejoice!

The Lord is King! The Lord is King!

The Lord is King! The Lord is King!

Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler. All Rights Reserved.
Original text: Charles Wesley, 1744; original tune: John Darwall, 1770.

INVOCATION
Prayers of welcome and praise

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s redeeming love.



Hitherto Thy love has blest me, Thou hast brought me to this place.
And | know Thy hand will bring me safely home by Thy good grace.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God,;
He to rescue me from danger bought me with His precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be.

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God | love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.

Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2003 Ellen Koehler. Text: Robert Robinson, 1757. Hymn tune:
NETTLETON; traditional American melody, John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813

PROFESSION OF FAITH

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
firmly rooted and built up in Him and established in your faith,
just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

In Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,
and He has made us complete in Him, who is the head of all rule
and authority, principality and power.

In Him we also were circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ.

We were buried with Him in baptism, in which we also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him
from the dead.

When we were dead in our sins and in the uncircumcision of our flesh,
God made us alive together with Christ.

And He forgave us all our transgressions, having cancelled out the
certificate of debt against us with its legal demands, which was
hostile to us.

He set this aside, having nailed it to the cross.

When He disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public
display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

We hold fast to the Head, Christ Jesus the Lord, from whom the
entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and

ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.
— from Colossians 2:6-19



PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us Your salvation.

Listen to what the LORD our God says: He promises peace to His

people, His faithful servants, to those who turn their hearts to Him.
— Psalm 85:7-8

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our
understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for
your name’s sake. Yet we have strayed from your way. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, through what we
have done and what we have left undone, and we have wandered
from your pathway.

[Silent confessions]

As we remember the cleansing water of baptism, O God, we praise
you and give you thanks that you forgive us yet again. Grant us
now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new
life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose strong
name we pray. Amen.

Agnus Dei (Canticle 20)

Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God,

You take away the sin of the world: Have mercy on us.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: Receive our prayer.

For You alone are Lord Most High,
The Holy One, our heav’nly King.

We worship You, we give You thanks,
We praise You for Your glory.

You alone are Lord Most High, the Holy One, our heav’nly King.
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Almighty God and Father. Amen.

Setting: Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler.
Based on the ancient hymn text, Gloria in excelsis (“‘Glory to God in the highest™)
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Surely God’s salvation is near to those who fear Him,
that His glory may dwell among us.

Lovingkindness and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

The LorD will indeed give what is good; righteousness will go
before Him and prepare the way for His steps.

Thanks be to God! — from Psalm 85:9-13

TIME OF OFFERING
Testimonies and prayers of thanksgiving and praise

Fountain of Grace

You have been faithful when | have been faithless,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Forever giving when I have been selfish,

Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Still the beginning of all that is holy,
Unsearchable Ancient of Days.

I kneel before You, and offer this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You were the constant when | chose to wander,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You were forgiveness when | cried for mercy,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

You are the author of all that is finished,
I owe You my life and my praise.
I kneel before You, and offer this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Pour out the water of life on this vessel,
Oh, unending Fountain of Grace.

Words and Music by Twila Paris. ©1998 Ariose Music/Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by
EMI Publishing)



THE WORD

Colossians 2:6-19

THE TABLE
Remembering the Body of Christ

The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord. :
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. =&
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Our Father in Heaven (sung)

Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy,
Your name is holy, our Father.

Your kingdom come,

And Your will be done

Here on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us, we pray, our bread for today,
Our debts forgive and in turn we will live,
Forgiving of what others owe.

Keep us from trials;

Save us from our ancient foe!

As we sing the kingdom,

We sing the power,

We sing the glory be Yours —
Forever. Amen. Amen. Amen!

Chris Alford and Ellen Koehler . ©2014. All rights reserved.



Here Is Love

Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood,

When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.

Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?

He can never be forgotten,
Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days.

On the mount of crucifixion,
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s merc
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,

And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice e
Kissed a guilty world in love. T

Of Your fullness You are pouring
Your great pow’r and love anew,
Without measure, full and boundless,
Drawing out our hearts to You.

You alone will be our glory,

Nothing in the world we see.

You have cleansed and sanctified us,
You Yourself have set us free.

Let us all Your love accepting
Love You ever, all our days;
Let us seek Your kingdom only
And our lives be to Your praise.

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2011. William Rees (vs. 1-2); transl. from Welsh by William Edwards
(1900) verses 3-4 attributed to William Williams (adapted by Ellen Koehler);
Tune: Robert Lowry, 1876.

SENDING FORTH
The Life of the Body



Rejoice, the Lord Is King (verse 4)

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come
And take His servants up to their eternal home.

Lift up your heart; lift up your voice!

Give thanks and sing: Rejoice, rejoice!

The Lord is King! The Lord is King!

The Lord is King! The Lord is King!

Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler.
Original text: Charles Wesley, 1744; original tune: John Darwall, 1770.

Benediction
Now, beloved, as you go forth into the world to love and serve the
Lord, walking out your baptisms and remembering your vows:
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from His
glorious power, filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding; that you may lead lives worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and
growing in the knowledge of God.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
— based on Colossians 1:9-11
A thought about worship...
“The new identity is an identity with the second Adam. Now it is Jesus who shapes
our self-understanding and action. The new self is called through the image of
baptism to ‘be like Jesus,” to be transformed in the image of Jesus, the one person
who truly images what authentic humanity looks like. Jesus is not only our Savior;
he is also the image of perfect humanity. He models what we were originally created
to be, and now, in our new creation, we are to imitate him in his humanity.” Robert
E. Webber, The Divine Embrace: Recovering the Passionate Spiritual Life (Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2006, 150.)

Lectionary for next week: Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43;
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12;
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21
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