Epiclesis COE MEETING

Thursday April 14, 2016 e 6:45 p.m.
Location: Sutter's home e Leader: Tracey Bennett e Scribe: Richard Bethel
All Council Members were Present

The meeting started at 6:55 p.m. with prayer and a devotional. Tracey read some devotional thoughts written
by Mike Bennett with a theme of sense of community within the church. This prompted a great discussion

about the meaning and work of community within the church. Tracey shared that we were never meant to be

alone. She cited the creation passage in Genesis proclaiming everything was good except that man had no

mate. It was also shared that community brings others to Christ. It was noted that when Jesus called Simon, he

also called Andrew bringing up the thought of a shared work.

AGENDA

Old Business

1. Financial Report/Questions — Greg Sutter.

a.
b.

Financial statements were sent via email to all Council members.

Greg noted we have just over $74,000.00 in checking and suggested we put some of it into
savings. No vote was taken, but after discussion it seemed logical to move funds as long as they
are liquid and available.

Loren Koehler questions the amount spent for ministry support. Not all items were discussed,
but it was learned there were some large gifts made to individuals in ministry (i.e. the Collards,
Dr. Story, and the food bank).

Greg reported he had been working on the allocations of funds into the defined “bucket list”.
There has been some confusion of what is being allocated to each category. Greg is trying to
resolve this issue. Additional handouts were distributed outlining the “Breakdown of Bucket
Classifications” and “Epiclesis Buckets July 1, 2015 to February 29, 2016”.

Greg noted that we have not utilized the “Needs” category to its potential. Chris pointed out
that we did help one of our members with groceries recently. The needs ministry was discussed
and Ellen said she has archived our original discussion of the ministry and will email it to the
Council members.

It was also suggested that we speak to Darlene Monroe regarding the need for additional prison
Bibles for her ministry with the inmates participating in the Inside Celebrate Recovery.

Doug Asche reported that the monies given to the food closet has not been used yet. The
original project was not workable as proposed. More planning is taking place and when that
phase is done there will be a call for more donations.

2. Proposal for purchase of new digital projectors — Doug Asche

Page 1 of 5



a.

Doug sent an email with the specifications of the proposed new projectors and what we hope
to accomplish with the purchase and installation of the projectors. If we purchase the
equipment, Carmichael SDA will install them. It was also noted that there may be a need to
install new screens to give the best results.

Steve Pinson moved we authorize the purchase of the projectors for a price of up to $5,000.00.
Richard Bethel seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Loren Koehler asked if a test could
be done to determine if the new equipment will resolve the issues with the current equipment.
It was suggested we could experiment with the lighting this Sunday to help determine the
effectiveness of the replacement of the projectors. The question was called and a vote taken.
The motion carried with Loren Koehler abstaining.

Demo/training on Children’s breakout session — Barbara Pinson

a.

Barbara reviewed the need for volunteers to help with the children’s breakout sessions,
especially co-leaders. There have only been a few who are consistently shouldering the load in
this ministry. The bulk of the responsibility is resting on Tracey Bennett, Jennifer Foxx-Smith,
Barbara Pinson and Marianne Sutter. It was agreed that
i. We need to be more proactive in recruiting others to help.
ii. where appropriate, future J2J study workbook study questions can be written that
sensitize the congregation to the importance of teaching our children the WORD
iii. Chris will lead the elders and the congregation by example by again volunteering in a
Children’s breakout session
iv. Regardless of their typical Sunday worship service obligations, all elders also ought to be
leading the congregation by example by volunteering occasionally in the children’s
breakout sessions

b. Because not all of the elders had yet had the opportunity to be trained for serving in the

children’s breakout sessions, Barbara did a short training on the breakout session format and
offered sources for content.
i. The sessions start with Music — 10 minutes
ii. Next is the teaching time — 10 minutes. If possible this should be coordinated with
Pastor Chris. This time will include object lessons, scripture and teaching.
iii. The session ends with a craft and/or drama and closes with clean-up.

Revisit “internship” discussion — Don Bowes. What does it infer? Who would qualify? Would there be

any compensation? Would this be an opportunity to secure an off-site location to accommodate

additional meetings and activities?

a.

It was suggested that Chris communicate with Jim Hart at IWS about possible candidates. Also
suggested was approaching William Jessup University about some type of a partnership
program where an intern might receive course credits for the work with Epiclesis.

Chris shared there is a growing interest in the work at Epiclesis and there is starting to be some
name recognition of our community.
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5. Other Old Business
Small Group / All Church Outreach to Homeless — Marianne Sutter

a.

New Business

Marianne started by sharing the need for a “leader” to assume the task of suggesting
events. After discussion it was agreed this is a good idea and it was suggested by Chris
that Caris Fickenscher be included in the group tasked with this responsibility. It was
also suggested that Pete or Christy Fickenscher also be included as well as Kaitlyn
Bolland. It was agreed this would be good.

Marianne also shared her proposal for a homeless ministry activity to take place on
Sunday, May 15 after church for preparation and then on Saturday, May 21% an actual
day of ministering to the homeless. An addendum titled “Quarterly Epiclesis Gathering
Event” is attached that outlines the proposed activity.

Prayer Walk — Don Bowes. Don proposed that our next “prayer walk” be held on Sunday, May

15t at 2:00 pm and take place at the American River trail at the end of Bannister Street in Fair

Oaks.

Bless You/Secret Saints — Chris Alford. TABLED UNTIL NEXT MONTH’S MEETING.
Dinner for 8 — Ellen Koehler. TABLED UNTIL AUGUST’S MEETING.

1. Support Request for Ellen Koehler and Chris Alford for IWS/AFFN — Doug Asche. There was little
discussion on this matter. Don Bowes moved we allocate up to $2,000.00 each for Ellen and Chris to

attend these events. Doug Asche seconded the motion. Motion carried.

2. Mission Update on Arizona Trip — Don Bowes

a.

b.

C.

Don said a team has been formed and a meeting held on Tuesday, April 12t to discuss the

logistic of the trip/work. The team includes Mike Bennett, Don Bowes, Norm Covell, Bob Hart,

Carl Shirley and Tom and his grandson from FOPC. Don will act as cook on the trip.

There are three different sites that have been suggested for housing. Pastor Billy has made

reservations at a motel in Page AZ. A friend/relative of one of the church members has offered

the use of her Hogan. The size would be challenging. It was recently observed that the motel

previously used is accepting reservations for groups. This is desirable and more affordable.

Scope of work.

The team will finish the inside of the building the stated last year. This will include
sheetrock and electrical.

It was shared that an elderly couple associated with the church, Harley and Joyce, are
living in sub-standard housing on the reservation. Don will visit the couple while in
Arizona to assess their immediate need and determine if anything can be done on this
trip to help them in the short term. It was also suggested a used trailer might be a good
option. It was also mention there is a group that has been building hogans for the
reservation and suggested we might contact them in regards to building one for Harley
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and Joyce.

iii. There are others in our community that are interested in going to Arizona to help in a
VBS. This would take place just after the first team returns from Arizona.

iv. The first team will leave on the 30™ of May and return on June 6™.

v. It was suggested that we “talk it and “pray for it”. This will help involve more people at
Epiclesis.

vi. Chris Alford moved that we budget up to $10,000 for the building project. Barbara
Pinson seconded the motion. Motion carried. It was agreed that some funds be released
to Norm Covell to allow him to start making arrangements.

d. Donation request for Living Waters Project — Richard Bethel. It was reported that The Living
Waters Project just sent us another gift of the Gospel of John, which are put in each Barnabas
Bag. We have not made a donation since last July. Greg Sutter moved that we send The Living
Water Project a $700 donation. Seconded by Barbara Pinson. Motion carried.

e. Other New Business.

i. Chris Alford shared some informational points.

1. Capitol Fellowship Foundation. Tom Senter spoke with Chris recently about the
Fellowship. It is worthy of our interest in both prayer and donations. They are
the ones who sponsor the State Day of Prayer where many State elected officials
attend.

2. Sean O’Brian’s ministry in Cleveland has experienced a “mass exodus” over his
addiction ministry. Prayer is requested.

3. AFFN is working with Jennifer Harris-Clayton on her new ministry, “Wounded
Worshipper Sanctuary”. She will be holding a seminar at Christ the King retreat
center August 22-25. This is open to the public.

Close in prayer: Steve Pinson
Next meeting: Thursday May 12, 2016; 6:45 p.m.
Location: the Alford’s home

Leader: Richard Bethel
Scribe: Don Bowes
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Addendum |
Quarterly Epiclesis Gathering Event
Sunday May 15 (after church)
Put together bags consisting only of the following:

e Toothpaste

e Toothbrush

e Soap

e Shampoo (size no more than 8 o0z.)
e Deodorant

e New Socks

e Disposal Razors
e Hand Wipes

e Lotion

e Wash Cloths

e Comb, Brushes
e Gospel of John

Put in draw string tote bags (100)

Ask for volunteers to use their homes to put together lunch bags consisting of 2 sandwiches
and Chips and Granola Bars.

Also have apples and oranges that we hand out (not in the bags). This way folks who can eat
apples have a choice).

We also need water bottles. Possibly frozen and brought the next morning to reside in coolers
as we hand them out.n

Saturday May 21 (gather at church at 9:30 a.m. and proceed to Discovery Park)

Give out lunches and tote bags. Would be nice to bring our own lunches and fellowship with
them. Possibly have a worship time with guitars and whatnot.
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