Epiclesis Council of Elders Meeting July 14, 2016

Place: the Bennett home

Scribe: Barb Pinson

Facilitator: Ellen Koehler

Present: Chris Alford, Tracey Bennett, Richard Bethel, Don Bowes, Ellen & Loren Koehler;
Barb & Steve Pinson; Greg & Marianne Sutter

Absent: Doug Ashe

7:00- open in prayer

7:14 Devotional - Ellen

Ellen spoke on the interconnectedness of the Christian virtues of faith, hope, and love, citing Col.
1:3-6. In addition to the Col. passage, Ellen pointed out that these virtues are also seen connected
in 4 other places in NT: 1 Cor. 13; 1 Thes.1:2-3; 1Thes.5; and 1 Pt.1. She further went on to
reflect on what these virtues mean in relation to recent happenings in the secular world. Ellen
also discussed how our recent Webber study (Ch. 17) sheds light on the role of the evangelical
church in proclaiming Christus Victor to a lost world. A vibrant discussion ensued which
included reflections on cultural conversions, spiritually void churches, and the cost of
discipleship (among other topics). Chris concluded with prayer against the sins of pride and rage.

OLD BUSINESS

Financial Report — Greg and Marianne

An electronic report was sent out in advance of the meeting which included a profit/ loss
statement and a bucket list. Greg advised the board that we should keep percentages without
changes. “Needs” percentages were discussed as being too low (not being utilized). In lieu of a
general announcement to the congregation, Chris encouraged the elders to be alert for needs in
our community as a way to stay connected with the “sheep”. Greg also reminded us that the
“buckets” are somewhat fluid.

Greg suggested that we consider requiring 2 signatures on any funds taken from the savings
account. He went on to suggest in the future if funds are greater than $250,000 that 2 accounts be
made. He plans to have a conversation with Bill Cole when he returns from vacation in October.
Marianne mentioned the branch where Epiclesis currently does banking is closing and we should
consider: 1) moving to a bank more centrally located and; 2) potentially put savings and
checking in one location.

In lieu of Shelia not going to Burning Man this year a question was raised as to what to do with

the ministry funds we had already allocated for that trip. Since this was a change in the original

allocation of the funds a motion was made by Richard and 2" by Marianne to leave the funds to
be used by with team still going to Burning Man. The motion passed unanimously.

Chris mentioned Shelia’s new full time employment benefits include family health coverage.
Chris said he will meet with his insurance agent to compare plans and report back to SoS.



Trip Reports

Wounded Worshiper Retreat Update — Chris
tabled

Dinners for Eight — Ellen

The intention is to start Dinner for Eight in the fall. No one has been asked to lead this but Gary
and Carolyn Jones and Ron and Ruth Richardson have been suggested. Tracey and Ellen will
speak with each couple about this opportunity to serve.

Greg suggested the concept of an “ice breaker” to introduce Dinner for Eight at Sutter’s house
after they return from their Spain trip.

Other Old Business
Loren let us know that the process of having the church service recorded and transferred to
tablets is moving along and he and Doug are working on ways to improve the video quality.

Chris distributed a packet of 15 cards announcing the Epiclesis service to each Elder in
attendance. Chris will encourage church members to each take a packet on Sunday (extras will
be kept in closet) and would like everyone to make at least one contact a week.

NEW BUSINESS

Elder Replacement Process — Loren

Loren asked if we should consider a rotation for elders that would allow for overlap and
continuity. Richard suggested it may be healthy to have rotations

Chris asked the Elders to ponder 3 questions and bring their thoughts to our next meeting:
1) Do you see a need for additional elders to come on at this time?

2) Do you sense God’s calling on someone in our congregation?

3) Are you being called by God to step aside or to continue?

Don asked if Ron will be returning to the CoE. Chris said if Ron returns he will need to go
through a period of discernment and he doesn’t see it in the near future.

Worship and Discipleship — Chris and Ellen

Fall Retreat news/updates — mapping our spiritual journeys. Ellen asked us in advance of the
retreat to ponder what our “walking in the Spirit” looks like. She asked us to consider what
materials are out there to prepare us in advance of the retreat. Don suggested we consider a
lighter study — one that is perhaps shorter and/or less academic ( not necessarily less deep).

Small Group plans- tabled
Advent/Christmas —tabled

Other- Ellen

Ellen brought up Doug’s request that we consider the possibility of supporting Angela Houk’s
arts ministry. The possibility of inviting Angela to speak at a future meeting was discussed. Ellen
will follow up with Doug and have him respond by email with more specific information on this
request.



Other New Business- We began brainstorming on what our next Congregational meeting might
look like. No firm decisions were made.

9:00 Prayer and adjournment

Respectfully submitted,
Barb Pinson



