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Minutes of the Epiclesis Council of Elders Meeting 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 

 
Chair: Marianne Sutter 
Scribe:  Chris Alford 
Location: Sutter home – 7543 Anderson Lane, Citrus Heights, CA  95610 
Prayer: 6:45 PM to 7:15 PM 
Devotional: 7:15 PM 
 
All elders in attendance: Pastor Chris, Marianne Sutter, Greg Sutter, Richard Bethel, Don Bowes, Ron 
Richardson, Ellen Koehler, Loren Koehler, Tracey Bennett, Steve Pinson, Barb Pinson, Doug Asche.  
 
Guest elder emeritus: Bill Cole.  
Guest Epiclesis attender and prospective member: Barbara Wallace. 
 
Devotional: 
 
The evening’s chair, Marianne Sutter, led the elders in a devotional based upon Oswald Chambers series, My 
Utmost for His Highest. The title was “Called by God” based on Isaiah 6. Chambers reminds us that God’s call 
is for everyone, and whether we hear it depends upon our spiritual health. Isaiah overheard God’s call and, 
sometimes, God’s call is gentle and questioning in his call. 
 
I.  Old Business 

A. Finance Report – Greg & Marianne 
 

Greg and Marianne referenced the financial reports that had been previously emailed to the elders and asked if 
there were questions. There were none, though Pastor Chris clarified that any monies collected through the 
online giving tool do not normally show up in the Sunday morning offering report, but rather in the monthly 
financial reports from Marianne and our accountants. Marianne also reported that giving letters for the 
congregation will be available by the end of the month.  
 

B. Bodaway Report– Don Bowes 
 

Don Bowes gave an excellent report on our missionary efforts in Bodaway which included the proceedings 
from a lengthy breakfast meeting, and follow-up coffee, that he and Norm had with Ken Dean. Don reported 
that the meeting was excellent and that he and Norm had received updates on recent developments. The most 
important thing was a report about how the Lord is so clearly working in the hearts and minds of the people. 
Don shared that several from our church who have had the privilege of going to the Navajo Nation have seen 
firsthand how lives have been changed. The change over the last four years, especially in the way we are able to 
interact with the Native Americans, has been especially miraculous. God is answering Dean’s prayers. For 
example, Pastor Billy’s sister and her husband have a home that is falling apart (the plumbing is an operable) 
and the wife, Joyce, has had two strokes. And yet they rejoice that God spoke to Ken through his dream and has 
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brought their people help, including support from Epiclesis. A once-suspicious people are now enthusiastic 
participants. 
 
While at the reservation last summer, Don was also asked to preach, or rather told to, and, happily, Norm and 
Ken spoke instead Vacation Bible School this past year was good with several decisions made for Christ. The 
outbuilding was reroofed, siding added, and electrical work nearly done. Now the building needs to be 
completed and needs some electrical, wiring, insulation, sheet rock, etc., and finish work to be done. Norm 
estimates that it will not be as significant an investment in terms of dollars this coming year, rather perhaps half 
of what we spent last year. 
 
The team’s hope is that this year’s effort will also include Vacation Bible School (June 27 through July 1) and a 
number of people from Epiclesis, including children and teens, have expressed a desire to go. The additional 
hope is that somehow construction projects and Vacation Bible School could be combined, but probably would 
not be able to be accomplished simultaneously and will likely have to overlap, especially since the facilities in 
question are one and the same. 
 
There are other things that Pastor Billy wants, most especially that the church property would be fenced in. Ken 
Dean is investigating to determine its feasibility, especially in dealing with local authorities and various permits. 
 
Don ended his remarks with some encouraging email excerpts from Ken Dean, including reports of younger 
leadership stepping up; the giving of coats to enthusiastic recipients; Ken wrapping Christmas presents with 
Pastor Billy and the good conversations that took place; telling stories of the good that’s been done because of 
the generosity of donors, even in the midst of poverty, privatization, and hygiene challenges. 
 
Ken is firmly committed to continue with the ministry at the reservation, and has also been offered a missionary 
coordinator position with an organization that will be located where the Deans now live in Kentucky. He plans 
to use his accounting skills to help them and is hopeful that ministry efforts on the Navajo Nation may be made 
part of this missionary organization’s efforts. 
 
There were some miscellaneous questions about Bodaway including a follow-up on the lavender project, and 
helping with pressing housing needs. 
 

C. Children’s ministry – Barb 
 

Barb Pinson gave us a children’s ministry report and update addressing the needs of our five-and-unders. The 
group gathering to discuss these needs includes Tracey, Jennifer Foxx-Smith, Marianne, and Barb. Barb 
reported on how our needs and demands are changing, especially given the fluctuation of the numbers of 
children, and the group is praying about how to best prepare and be ready. Barb gave an update on how the 
scheduling and recruiting and structuring is being accomplished for each of the Sunday morning teaching 
sessions, and, perhaps, how some of the elements of the Sunday morning children’s sessions are possibly being 
left out. 
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There is a meeting scheduled for the 24th of the month, following the worship service, that will help address 
these issues, as well as identify leaders and co-leaders. 
 

D.  J2J notes, new study, Dinner for 8 idea - Ellen 
 
Ellen gave a presentation that she described as a “discipleship potpourri,” including a report on positive 
feedback from the congregation about our liturgies and the ways that people are using them for devotional 
purposes through the week. 
 
She also shared some anecdotes about people reporting their desire to see small groups start up again soon. 
 
Small groups are tentatively scheduled to begin around the first of February, though we are not yet sure of how 
many sessions will be involved. We do anticipate that there will be at least eight and would like for small 
groups to aim to finish by the end of Eastertide. 
 
The small group J2J focus this time will be Robert Webber’s Ancient- Future Faith, and the workbook that 
accompanies it originally written by him, but now being adapted by Pastor Chris and Ellen. 
 
Ellen remarked that we are tentatively scheduling January 31 for Rite 2 of the Journey to Jesus where 
participants sign their names in the church’s roll book. 
 
Ellen closed by bringing up her desire to see the “Dinner for Eight” project come about and encouraged us to 
contemplate it until next month’s meeting. The “Dinner for Eight” project would be a small fellowship initiative 
that would hopefully encourage people in the congregation to get to know others who are not in their small 
groups. 
 
Barbara Wallace Departs: 
 
Before we took up new business, the Elders thanked Barbara Wallace for attending the meeting. Pastor Chris 
reminded her again that she was very warmly welcome and asked if she had any questions. She did notice an 
item on the agenda under new business, and asked about our potential interest in having our church services 
streamed live on the Internet. Barbara expressed some misgiving and suggested that she might be uncomfortable 
if those broadcasts were available to anyone. Doug, whose agenda item it was, commented that at least his 
intention was for the service streaming to be made available for church members who are unable to worship 
with us (for example, people who are sick or homebound). 
 
II. New Business  

A. Insurance renewal – Doug 
 
Doug said that the church, Carmichael Seventh-day Adventist, had asked us to change the renewal date of our 
insurance to coincide with the calendar year for the purpose of unifying other documents and streamlining the 
process. This has been accomplished 
 



4 
 

B. New projectors and a finish to the lighting capabilities in the soffits – Doug 
 
Both Ron and Doug spoke to a desire that we have better projectors in the Chapel and perhaps extend the 
lighting capability to include the recesses on the side of the room focused up toward the ceiling. 
 
The projectors are not particularly bright, are not especially good with color, and limit our ability to choose 
acceptable images. The colored lighting capabilities for the ceiling would greatly enhance our services, 
especially those at night, and we may want to partner with the church on either or both of these projects. 
 
Pastor Chris will call Dick Clark and see what, if any, interest there is on their part and will report back. 
 

C. Possible live streaming of Epiclesis services – Doug 
 
This particular item was largely covered when Barbara asked her question earlier in the meeting and expressed 
her concern about intimacy and privacy in worship. Doug expressed that it was not a pressing item, and that he 
would do some additional research. He also mentioned that since a member recently expressed interest in 
helping out on the sound board, it my free him up to do a little more set up and perhaps help operate the 
equipment needed for streamlining the service. 
 

D. Radio time slot change report – Chris 
Pastor Chris reported that our radio time slot has changed to Mondays at 4 PM, and, for the time being, we still 
have two other times through the week, plus the old time at 1 o’clock on Saturdays (until It gets filled by 
another paying customer). 
 

E. 5th Sunday healing prayer and worship evening – Chris 
Pastor Chris described the desire to experiment with a fifth Sunday, informal evening of prayer and worship. 
There would likely be no formal liturgy or preplanned music, but Pastor Chris envisions the evening as a place 
for additional prayer, especially that of healing, and people who might play instruments or have a desire to 
informally lead singing could also use their talents. We will try this on the fifth Sunday of this month, the 31st, 
at 6 PM. Pastor Chris will contact Dick Clark to make sure the church is available. 
 

F. Sunday morning prayer team – Chris 
 
Pastor Chris reported on his desire to see our Sunday morning prayer ministry expanded by adding qualified 
and appropriately-vetted people and reported that he has asked Sheila to begin thinking through the process and 
assembling potential names of people to participate. Pastor Chris also reiterated his conviction that anyone 
involved in such a prayer ministry, especially in the context of Sunday morning worship, would have gone 
through the church’s J2J membership process, be meaningfully accountable to the pastor and elders, go through 
some sort of training and/or orientation, and would operate in pairs rather than individually. 
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D.  Possible elder ministry area assignments – Marianne 
 

Marianne shared an item for us to be thinking about for next month’s meeting, or perhaps the one following, 
where we would assign an elder to a particular area of service or interest so that those in the congregation would 
know to whom they should go if they have questions or need guidance. Marianne gave the examples of 
children’s ministry or equipment set up and said that she thought such a structure would be a benefit to the 
elders, as well as the church, and facilitate good communication. 
 

E.  Congregational concern – Chris 
 

The evening ended with a lengthy and confidential discussion about a particularly sensitive issue dealing with 
how to handle a recent visitor to our service of worship. Several responses and plans were discussed, and a 
small team was named and tasked to pursue the matter more deeply in the next couple of days. Pastor Chris will 
continue to keep the elders up-to-date on those proceedings, especially given that there may need to be action 
taken this coming Sunday morning. 
 
Closed in prayer: Approximately 9:30 


