
 

Epiclesis 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
October 18, 2015 (Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost) 

 
GATHERING 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD my God, You are very great! 

You are clothed with honor and majesty; 
You wrap Yourself with light as with a cloak, 
and spread out the heavens like a curtain. 

You make the clouds Your chariot,  
You ride on the wings of the wind;  

You make the winds Your messengers, fire and flame Your ministers. 
You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. 
O LORD, how manifold are Your works! 

In wisdom You have made them all; 
the earth is full of Your possessions. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
may the LORD be glad in His works! 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing to the LORD while I have my being. 

May our meditation be pleasing to Him; for we rejoice in the LORD. 
– Psalm 104:1-5, 24, 31, 33-35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 

How Great Thou Art 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
 
CCLI Song #14181 ©1949, 1953 Stuart K. Hine Trust. Words: Stuart Hine.  
Music Swedish folk melody.  

 
How Great is our God 

 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty: 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice. 
 

Chorus 
How great is our God, sing with me: How great is our God; 
And all will see how great, how great is our God. 
 

Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands: 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End. 
The Godhead Three in One: Father, Spirit, Son; 
The Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb. 
 

Bridge 
Name above all names, Worthy of all praise; 
My heart will sing, How great is our God. 
You’re the name above all names,  You’re worthy of all praise; 
My heart will sing how great is our God 
 
CCLI Song #4348399 ©2004 worshiptogether.com songs; Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Jesse Reeves

 
How Great Thou Art (chorus) 

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: . . .  
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INVOCATION 
Prayers of welcome and praise 
 
Christ Be Beside Me 

 

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 
Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 
 

Christ be in all hearts, thinking about me, 
Christ be on all tongues, telling of me. 
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, 
In ears that hear me Christ ever be. 
 
Text: St. Patrick’s Breastplate; adapt. by James Quinn 
Tune: BUNESSAN;  Public Domain 

 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

All saints— 
who are united to Jesus Christ their head 
by his Spirit and by faith— 
have fellowship with him in his grace, sufferings,  
death, resurrection, and glory. 

And, being united to one another in love, 
they participate in each other’s gifts and graces 
and are obligated to perform those public and private duties 
that lead to their mutual good, both inwardly and outwardly. 

It is the duty of professing saints to maintain 
a holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God 
and in performing such other spiritual services 
as help them to edify one another. 

It is their duty also to come to the aid of one another in material 
things according to their various abilities and necessities. 

As God affords opportunity, this communion is to be extended to 
all those in every place who call on the name of the Lord Jesus. 

–from Westminster Confession, XXVI.1-2
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Call to Confession –  
The words of Jesus to His disciples: “You know that among the 
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; 
but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.”           – Mark 10:42-45

 
[Silence] 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against You and 
against others, in thought, word and deed, in what we have done 
and in what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
have not put others’ interests above our own, and have been 
unwilling to serve them. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us. Cleanse us, and 
make us daily more like Christ, that we may truly be His body in 
this world, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Kyrie eleison, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Kyrie eleison, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
CCLI Song # 4091787 ©2003 Mail Train Music.  Phil Madeira  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

Thus says the high and exalted One who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy, “I dwell in the high and holy place, and with the contrite 
and lowly of spirit, in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.”            – Isaiah 57:15

 

 



 

5 

 

Put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is steadfast love, 
and with Him is abundant redemption. 
He redeems His people from all their sins. 
How blessed are all those who hope in Him!           – Isaiah 30:18b

 
TIME OF OFFERING  

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

Sharing with one another and encouraging the Body of Christ  
 
We Humbly Bow 

 

We humbly bow before You now, 
We lift our lives up to You. 
On our knees we bring our humble offering 
Of worship and honor and praise. 
 

Chorus 
Boldly we come to Your throne, O Father, 
But only by grace can we come. 
We’ve been bought by the precious blood of the Lamb. 
We lay down our lives before You, 
Jesus, we willingly give You all, 
As humbly at Your feet we fall. 
For it’s the highest place of all, O Lord. 
 

On this holy ground our hearts bow down, 
Your awesome splendor overwhelms. 
But there is no fear, for Jesus You are here; 
Your shed blood has made us a way. 
 
CCLI Song #1270955; ©1994 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; 
Tom Brooks  CCLI License  # 3097801 

 
 

THE WORD  
 
Mark 10:35-45 
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 
 

 

For the least of These, Soichi Watanab
2004 
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THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heav’n. 
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us; 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours. 
Now and forever,  Amen. 
 
Setting by Eric Wyse; ©2000 Wildgrove Music (BMI) 

 
How Beautiful 
 

How beautiful the hands that served 
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth; 
How beautiful the feet that walked 
The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross. 
 

Chorus: 
How beautiful, how beautiful, how beautiful is the body of Christ. 
 

Verse 2 
How beautiful the heart that bled 
That took all my sin and bore it instead; 
How beautiful the tender eyes 
That chose to forgive and never despise. 
 

Bridge 
And as He laid down His life we offer this sacrifice: 
That we will live just as He died, 
Willing to pay the price, willing to pay the price. 
 



 

7 

Verse 3 
How beautiful the radiant Bride 
Who waits for her Groom with His light in her eyes; 
How beautiful when humble hearts give 
The fruit of pure lives so that others may live. 
 

Verse 4 
How beautiful the feet that bring 
The sound of good news and the love of the King; 
How beautiful the hands that serve 
The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth. 
 
CCLI Song #443594. © 1990 Ariose Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

 
Make Us One 

 

Make us one, make us one; 
Make us one, undivided body. 
Make us one, make us one. 
For the sake of Your Name, make us one. 
 

Make us love, make us love; 
Make us love, so the world will know we love You. 
Make us love, make us love. 
For the sake of Your Name, make us love. 
 

Make us pure, make us pure; 
Make us pure, and righteous, make us holy. 
Make us pure, make us pure. 
For the sake of Your Name, make us pure. 
 

Make us one, make us one; 
Make us one, undivided body. 
Make us one, make us one. 
For the sake of Your Name, make us one. 
For the sake of Your Name, ‘til You come; 
For the sake of Your Name, make us one. 
 
CCLI Song #4000637  ©2003 Ariose Music | Mountain Spring Music. Twila Paris 
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SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
 

How Great Thou Art (chorus) 
 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

Benediction 
Now, may the grace of Christ, which daily renews us,  

and the love of God, which enables us to love as He has loved us, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, which unites us in one body, 
compel us to go forth into the world to love and serve the Lord - 
as the embodiment of His continued presence in the world – 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen. Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
(text based in part on 2 Corinthians 13:13)

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“All things originate from one God. Since created things are various and numerous, they 
are well fitted and adapted to the whole creation. However, when viewed individually, 
they are mutually opposite and inharmonious like the sound of the lyre, which consists of 
many and opposite notes but gives rise to one unbroken melody through the intervals that 
separate each one from the others. The lover of truth, therefore, should not be deceived 
by the interval between the notes or imagine that one was due to one artist and author and 
another to someone else. He should not think that one person fitted the treble, another the 
bass, and yet another the tenor strings. But he should hold that one person formed the 
whole, so as to prove the soundness, goodness, and skill exhibited in the whole work. 
Those, too, who listen to the melody ought to praise and exalt the artist, to admire the 
tension of some notes, to attend to the softness of others, to catch the sound of others 
between both these extremes, and to consider the special character of others. Then they 
can inquire at what each one aims and what is the cause of the variety, never failing to 
apply our rule, neither giving up the one artist, nor casting off faith in the one God who 
formed all things, nor blaspheming our Creator.”                  – Irenaeus
 

Lectionary for next week:  Job 42:1-6, 10-17;  Psalm 34:1-8. (19-22); 
Jeremiah 31:7-9;  Psalm126;  Hebrews7:23-28;  Mark 10:46-52 
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