
 

Epiclesis 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
July 26, 2015 (Ninth Sunday after Pentecost) 

 
GATHERING 

 

I will extol You, my God and King. 
Every day I will bless You,  
and I will praise Your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
His greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
and shall declare Your mighty acts. 

They shall celebrate the fame of Your abundant goodness, 
and sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 
and all Your saints shall bless You. 

They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and talk of Your power;
To make known to the children of men Your mighty acts 

and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 

let every creature praise His holy name forever and ever. 
–from Psalm 145:1-7, 10-13, 21
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Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him 
 

Praise the Lord! ye heavens, adore Him; 
Praise Him, angels in the height. 
Sun and moon, rejoice before Him; 
Praise Him, all ye stars of light. 
Praise the Lord, for He hath spoken; 
Worlds His mighty voice obeyed. 
Laws which never shall be broken 
For their guidance He hath made. 
 

Praise the Lord, for He is glorious; 
Never shall His promise fail. 
God hath made His saints victorious; 
Sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 
Hosts on high, His power proclaim. 
Heaven and earth and all creation, 
Laud and magnify His Name. 
 

Worship, honor, glory, blessing,  
Lord, we offer unto Thee. 
Young and old, Thy praise expressing, 
In glad homage bend the knee. 
All the saints in heaven adore Thee; 
We would bow before Thy throne. 
As Thine angels serve before Thee, 
So on earth Thy will be done. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2012. Text: anonymous (vs. 1 and 2),  
collected and published by Thomas Coram, 1796; 
Edward Osler (vs. 3), 1836. Hymn tune: HOLY MANNA  
(William Moore, The Columbian Harmony, 1825) 

 
 
 

INVOCATION 
Prayers of welcome and praise 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the Source, the Ending, He 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 

Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 
And unwearied praises be: 
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory, 
Evermore and evermore. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler. ©2015 Words: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 5th century; transl. by John 
M. Neale and Henry W. Baker. Hymn tune: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Plainsong, 11th century 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Let us together profess the faith of the church at all times and in all 
places, in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day He rose again; 
He ascended to heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Wonderful Words of Life 
 

Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty. 
 

Refrain: 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life; 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 

Sweetly echo the Gospel call, wonderful words of life; 
Offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life. 
Jesus, only Savior, sanctify us forever. 
 
Words: American folk hymn.  
Music: William Walker’s Southern Harmony, 1835. 

 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The LORD is good to all,  

and His mercy is over all He has made. 
The LORD upholds all who fall  

and raises up all who are bowed down.    – Psalm 145:8-9, 14
 

[Silence] 
 

Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to You, our God, and before one another,  

that we have sinned, in thought, word and deed. 
We have offended Your holiness. 
We have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have followed the devices of our own hearts,  

and have spurned the promptings of Your Spirit. 
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, Lord.  

Accept our repentance, and accomplish in us the work of Your 
salvation, that we may show forth Your glory in the world; 
through Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

This is God’s assurance of His love and forgiveness: 
 

The LORD is righteous in all His ways, and faithful in all He does. 
The LORD is near to all who call on Him,  

to all who call on Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;  

He will hear their cry and save them. 
The LORD keeps all who love Him. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will 
bless His holy name forever and ever.      – Psalm 145:17-21

 
TIME OF OFFERING  

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
Answering the call to holiness 

 
All Around Me    ©2007 Times Two Ministries

 

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
If I settle on the far side of the sea, 
Even there Your hand will lead and guide; You’re all around me. 
 

Chorus: 
And I’m surrounded everywhere I go; 
Your presence covers me. 
And Your constant love makes me know: You’re all around me. 
 

Where can I go that I won’t find you there? 
If I try to hide you know just where I’d be. 
You sustain me with Your faithfulness, You’re all around me. 
 

Chorus 
 

Bridge: (4 times) 
All around, all around, all around You’re… 
All around, all around, all around You’re… 
All around, all around, all around me. 
 

Chorus 
 

Bridge: (3 times) 
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THE WORD  
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heav’n. 
Provide each day our daily needs; 
Forgive our sins as we forgive others’ wrongs; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
Forever and ever; 
And Thine is the power,  
Forever and ever; 
And Thine is the glory, now and forever, 
Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 

Epiclesis
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Here is Love 
 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 
Lovingkindness as the flood, 
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom, 
Shed for us His precious blood. 
Who His love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten, 
Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days. 
 

On the mount of crucifixion, 
Fountains opened deep and wide; 
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy 
Flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
Poured incessant from above, 
And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice 
Kissed a guilty world in love. 
 

Of Your fullness You are pouring 
Your great pow’r and love anew, 
Without measure, full and boundless, 
Drawing out our hearts to You. 
You alone will be our glory, 
Nothing in the world we see. 
You have cleansed and sanctified us, 
You Yourself have set us free. 
 

Let us all Your love accepting 
Love You ever, all our days; 
Let us seek Your kingdom only 
And our lives be to Your praise. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2011. Words: William Rees (vs. 1-2); 
transl. from Welsh by William Edwards (1900)  
verses 3-4 attributed to William Williams (adapted by Ellen Koehler);  
Tune: Robert Lowry, 1876. 
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SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
 
 
Benediction: 

Beloved, we go into the world in joy and with thankful hearts,  
because it is God’s own story on which we reflect, not our own; 
for “those who only look at themselves do ever radiate nothing.” 
God Himself, the God of all grace and Creator of all things,  
both seen and unseen, is pleased to make His dwelling among us  
and to fill us with His fullness. Amen. 
Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly, abundantly beyond all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 
to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever.     (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Amen. Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“O Lord Jesus Christ, open the eyes of my heart, that I may hear your word and 
understand and do your will, for I am a sojourner upon the earth. Hide not your 
commandments from me, but open my eyes, that I may perceive the wonders of 
your law. Speak to me the hidden and secret things of your wisdom. On you do I 
set my hope, O my God, that you shall enlighten my mind and understanding 
with the light of your knowledge, not only to cherish those things which are 
written, but to do them; that in reading the lives and sayings of the saints I may 
not sin, but that such may serve for my restoration, enlightenment and 
sanctification, for the salvation of my soul, and the inheritance of life 
everlasting. For you are the enlightenment of those who lie in darkness, and 
from you comes every good deed and every gift. Amen.”           – Chrysostom
 
Lectionary for next week: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51; Exodus 16:2-4,9-15; 
              Psalm 78:23-29; Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 
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