
 

Epiclesis 
An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

Liturgy 
July 12, 2015 (Seventh Sunday after Pentecost) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Reading: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
 

GATHERING 
 

Praise the LORD! 
Praise God in His sanctuary; 

Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 
Praise Him for His mighty acts; 

Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; 

Praise Him with harp and lyre! 
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 
Praise Him with loud cymbals; 

Praise Him with resounding cymbals! 
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 

Praise the Lord!             – Psalm 150 
 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
In His presence is fullness of joy; 
At His right hand are pleasures for evermore. – Psalm 95:1, 16:11 
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Sing to the Lord 
 

Eternal, Immortal God of all glory, 
Fearful in wonders and worthy of praise; 
The Alpha, Omega, Lord God Almighty, 
Wonderful, Beautiful, Ancient of Days. 
 

Chorus 
And I sing praise, I give You my heart, 
I sing praise, I give You my all, 
I sing praise –  Sing to the Lord. 
 

Redeemer, Messiah, Rock of the ages, 
A help in trouble, a tower of strength; 
Emmanuel, Jehovah, God of Creation, 
Wonderful, Beautiful, King of all kings. 
 

Bridge 
God of compassion and God of all gladness and 
Your tender mercies are new every morning, and 
God of compassion and God of all gladness and  
You dance around me, You dance around me. 
 
©2005 Julie Meyer/Forerunner Music 

 
INVOCATION 

Prayers of welcome and praise 
 
Gloria Patri       

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, 
Forever.  Amen, amen, amen. 

       Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009 
 

Ancient Words  
 

Holy words, long preserved,  
for our walk in this world; 
They resound with God's own heart,  
O let the ancient words impart. 
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Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope; 
In this world where'er we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
 

Chorus 
Ancient words, ever true, changing me, changing you. 
We have come with open hearts; O let the ancient words impart. 
 

Verse 2 
Holy words of our faith, handed down to this age, 
Came to us through sacrifice; O heed the faithful words of Christ. 
Holy words, long preserved for our walk in this world; 
They resound with God's own heart, O let the ancient words impart. 
 
CCLI Song #2986399 ©2001 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Lynn DeShazo. 
CCLI License  # 3097801 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
in Christ: 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would 
be holy and blameless before Him; 

In love, He predestined us to adoption as His children, in accordance 
with His pleasure and His will; 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 
sins, according to His grace; 

He has made known to us the mystery of His will, to bring all things in  
heaven and on earth into unity in Christ; 

Having believed in Him, we were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, the guarantee of our inheritance in Him, to the praise of 
His glory. 

In the exceeding greatness of His power, He raised Christ from the 
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ.         – from Ephesians 1:3-21 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  
and who may stand in His holy place? 

 

Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
Whose walk is blameless, who do what is righteous; 

 

[Silence] 
 

 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  
and who may stand in His holy place? 

 

Those who speak the truth from their hearts, 
Who do no wrong to a neighbor. 
 

[Silence] 
 

 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  
and who may stand in His holy place? 

 

Those who honor those who fear the Lord. 
 

[Silence] 
 

 

They shall receive a blessing from the LORD and righteousness from 
the God of their salvation; they will never be shaken. 

This is the generation of those who seek Him,  
of those who seek Your face, O God.           – from Psalms 15 and 24 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
Grant us peace. 
 
©1997 Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.; James MacMillan 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

The word of the LORD, who speaks peace to His faithful people, 
to those who turn to Him in their hearts: 

 

Surely God’s salvation is near to those who fear Him, 
that His glory may dwell among us. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

The LORD will indeed give what is good;  
righteousness will go before Him  
and prepare the way for His steps.   – from Psalm 85:8-13

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

TIME OF OFFERING  
Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise: 

Answering the call to holiness 
 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul 

 

It’s all about You, Jesus. 
And all this is for You, 
For Your glory and Your fame. 
It’s not about me, 
As if You should do things my way; 
You alone are God 
And I surrender to Your ways. 
 

Jesus, lover of my soul; 
All consuming fire is in Your gaze. 
Jesus, I want You to know 
I will follow You all my days. 
For no one else in history is like You, 
And history itself belongs to You; 
Alpha and Omega, You have loved me, 
And I will share eternity with You. 
 
CCLI Song #1545484 ©1995 Thankyou Music;  Paul Oakley 
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THE WORD  
 
Amos 7:7-15 
 
 
 
 

THE TABLE 
Remembering the Body of Christ 

 

The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever.  Amen 
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The Solid Rock 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
 

Chorus: 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

Verse 2 
When darkness veils His lovely face 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 

Verse 3 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood. 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
 

Verse 4 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
 
Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2010. 
Text: Edward More; Tune: William B. Bradbury 

 
 
 
 

SENDING FORTH  
The Life of the Body 
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Sing to the Lord (chorus) 
 

And I sing praise, I give You my heart, 
I sing praise, I give You my all, 
I sing praise –   Sing to the Lord. 
 
©2005 Julie Meyer/Forerunner Music 

 
Benediction: 

Beloved, we go in joy and with thankful hearts,  
because God Himself, the God of all grace and Creator of all things, 
He who is from eternity to eternity, is pleased to make His dwelling 
among us and to call us His own. Amen. 
Now may the grace, power, and love of the God of the universe 
propel us out into the world to love and serve the Lord, bearing 
witness to the whole cosmic story of God as the center of our lives. 

Amen! Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“All existence originates from the Father. In Christ and through Christ, God is the source 
of everything. In contrast to everything else, He is completely self‐existent. He doesn't 
receive His being from the outside, but possesses it from and in Himself. He is infinite, 
for nothing can contain Him and He contains everything. He is eternally unrestricted by 
space, for He can't be limited. He is eternally prior to time, for time is His creation. 
Imagine what you think might be God's farthest limit, and you will find Him present 
there. Strain to see as far as you can, for there is always a further horizon to strain toward. 
He owns infinity, just as you own the power to make such efforts to comprehend Him. 
Words will fail you, but His being will not be restrained. Turn back the pages of history 
and you will always find Him present. If numbers fail to express the old ages you have 
penetrated, God's eternity still isn't diminished. Exercise your intellect to comprehend 
Him as a whole, but He will elude you. . . . Therefore, since no one knows the Father but 
the Son, let our thoughts of the Father be one with the thoughts of the Son. He is the only 
faithful Witness who reveals God to us.”     – Hilary of Poitiers 
 
Lectionary for next week: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; Jeremiah 23:1-6; 
             Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
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