Epiclesis Council of Elders Minutes
Thursday, August, 13, 2015

Chair: Barb Pinson
Minutes by: Steve Pinson
Location: Pinson home — 11468 Huntington Village Lane, Gold River

Elders Present: Chris Alford, Doug Asche, Don Bowes, Tracy Bennett, Richard Bethel, Ellen
Koehler, Loren Koehler, Barb Pinson, Steve Pinson, Ron Richardson, Greg Sutter, and Marianne
Sutter

The meeting began in prayer at 6:53PM

Barb then led the CoE in a devotion which included playing a hymn followed by an explanation
of the meaning of the cross and a read from Philppians. She remarked that we are to look out for
the interests of others and to take on the likeness of Christ. She reminded us that Jesus humbled
himself. She encouraged us to be stretched and to do inconvenient things in the name of Christ.

At 7:10 the meeting began with a discussion of old Business starting with a review of some of
the ministry opportunities presented previously to the COE. The purpose of the review was to
get a sense of which ministries from the recent Spirit Storming session the Holy Spirit was
leading the CoE to pursue.

Regarding the “Every School, Every Neighborhood,” project the CoE was not opposed to
supporting a neighborhood school, but was not sure how we would decide on which school to
support and felt that this ministry could, for better or worse, further define Epiclesis as a church
and that we needed to pay attention to that. It was decided that we needed more information
from the ESEN organization before considering moving forward with doing so though this
particular organization. Chris was asked to ask Sheila if she would attend a future meeting of
this organization to find out more and to perhaps invite them to come speak to the CoE about the
ministry.

There was discussion that we have been praying for a year about what ministries to embark upon
and some in the CoE felt that we needed to be listening to the Spirit more and felt that we should
not just jJump into a ministry to do ministry because it was available, but rather that we should
better seek God’s calling for the ministries of Epiclesis. It was reiterated that it is not the
pastor’s responsibility to make these decisions, but rather that the CoE needed to be on their
faces in prayer over the direction of our future ministry efforts. The question was asked about
whether all the elders needed to agree on a new ministry before embarking upon it and whether



we needed to identify one new big ministry for the future. The feeling was generally expressed
that it was time to begin being more generous with our current ministries.

Regarding “Prayer walking,” the CoE liked the idea of prayer walking and decided that
individuals should continue to prayer walk for now. It was felt that after Don and Heather
returned from their Camino walk in Spain would be a good time to consider and discuss more
fully with the congregation doing more formal prayer walks. There was discussion about having
prayer walking and/or a recap of Don and Heather’s trip as a topic for a one of Chris’ future
radio programs. If Epiclesis elected to support a particular school it seemed like prayer walking
in the neighborhoods served by the school would be worthwhile. Prayer walking the
neighborhoods around the Carmichael chapel and in the neighborhoods in which our congregants
lived was also discussed. There was disucc

Regarding the “Power House Ministry” it was decided to defer committing to this ministry for
the time being.

Regarding the “Men on Fire” ministry, since Warren was no longer participating in this ministry,
the CoE was not interested in pursuing this ministry at this time. Warren is instead ministering
to job seekers assisting with their resume writing. The CoE saw assisting with resume writing as
more of an individual ministry but there was discussion about Epiclesis perhaps providing a web
platform for publicizing individual’s ministries services like this after they had been vetted with
Chris.

Greg Sutter briefly reviewed the Epiclesis financial statements with the CoE. The CoE agreed
that Epiclesis was in a strong financial position. Greg reported that the SoS had met with him to
lend some clarification on how best to assign costs to the various ministry financial “buckets.”
Greg passed out a sheet listing some general guidelines for allocation of costs to the various
“buckets.” Greg requested that when elders made requests for reimbursements of him that they
submit the requests with the “bucket” allocations listed. It was discussed and decided that
Ellen’s work would be allocated to the worship bucket. It was decided that Doug would give a
report to the congregation at our upcoming congregational picnic.

For New Business a letter of thanks from Diane Collard for supporting her ministry had been e-
mailed out to the CoE members prior to the meeting. The opportunity to continue to support
Diane financially was discussed by the CoE and Richard moved that we double her support to
$200/month. The motion was seconded by Steve, and the vote was unanimous to continue to
support Diane, but now with a gift of $200/month paid to her as a lump sum.



Chris asked if there were members of the current CoE who felt called to stop serving on the CoE.
Richard Bethel indicated that he was praying about it but might feel called off of the CoE soon.
The CoE was reminded that if Richard stopped serving on the CoE there was no mandate to
replace his position. Marianne felt called out a month ago, but now feels like she should serve
for perhaps another year. Chris asked elders who felt called off the CoE to approach him later
and asked all of us to begin praying about whether others in our congregation were being called
to serve on the CoE.

Chris Alford informed the CoE that a number of members of the congregation would soon be
ready to be recognized for having completed the next book in the J2J process and that there were
plans to recognize them in an upcoming service at the end of the month. At that time Chris
intended to educate the congregation on the process we have selected to become a member of
Epiclesis. It was noted that some in the congregation were still resistant to embarking on the J2J
journey. The elders agreed with Chris that while anyone is welcome to regularly attend at
Epiclesis without having gone through the J2J process, certain church functions would be
reserved for those who had completed the J2J process like leading an Epiclesis prayer ministry,
or ministering to others in the church with the anointing of oil, or serving as an elder. However,
Chris felt there was a misconception among some in the congregation that you had to be a church
member to serve in other ministries within Epiclesis and wished to dispel that myth.

Ellen and Chris explained that there would be 2 small group sessions before and likely 4 small
group sessions after the retreat with Marquerita Story. These sessions are planned to take place
in the J2J small groups. Materials for these sessions would be forthcoming from Chris and Ellen
and groups should announce their meeting dates to their participants and inform Chris of the
dates so that they can be put onto the church calendar. The Thursday before the retreat there is
going to be a meeting with the Women of Epiclesis and Marquerita for them to discuss
Marquerita’s ministry ‘These are the Daughters.”

Pastor Chris shared that he had been doing some extensive reading on homosexuality, the
changing legal situation regarding ministering to homosexuals and the implications for the
church universal and for Epiclesis in particular. He wanted to talk with the CoE about this, but
would defer discussing it further now, though he pointed the CoE to some good resources. He
wanted the CoE to be educated on the matter and reminded the members of the CoE to refer the
media to him to answer questions on the position that Epiclesis takes on homosexual issues
should questions arise from the media. It was reported that Susan Spann at our request had asked
her law partner to look at the language in our church documents with respect to these issues and
that it was determined that our documents likely did not need updated to further protect Epiclesis
from legal challenges surrounding his topic. However, it was suggested that we might want to
consider additional insurance protection against legal costs from potential future legal actions
that could potentially be brought against Epiclesis in this area.



It was announced that John Hawk had requested that the late Carol Hawk’s piano be given to
Epiclesis. Chris had been in contact with Dick Clark and they had agreed that the piano could be
our property stored and used by both congregations in the Carmichael Chapel. It was also agreed
that tuning costs would be shared by the two congregations and that any repair costs for breakage
of the piano would be the responsibility of the congregation that broke the piano. It was
announced that the piano was about to be moved in and retuned.

It was announced that Doug was working on some video segments for the AFFN for posting on
the AFFN website and that Joanne Webber was scheduled to be interviewed while folks were
picking up AFF materials that Joanne was donating to Epiclesis. The question was asked
whether Epiclesis would buy a video camera for use by Epiclesis that Epiclesis would allow the
AFFN to borrow for the purposes of doing this videotaping. It was moved by Greg and seconded
simultaneously by Richard and Barb and followed by a unanimously positive vote to allocate up
to $1000 for the purchase of such a video camera that Epiclesis would insure and then allow the
AFFEN to borrow.

The topic of continuing to support the Navajo Nation in ministry is to be a future agenda item.

The meeting was closed in prayer.



