
Epiclesis Council of Elders meeting  
Thursday, 9 July 2015 
 
Chair: Loren Koehler 
Scribe:  Barb Pinson 
Location: Pinson home 
 
Present: Doug Asche; Chris Alford; Tracey Bennett; Don Bowes; Ellen & Loren Koehler; Barb & Steve Pinson; Ron Richardson; 
Greg & Marianne Sutter 
Excused: Richard Bethel 
 
6:54 Loren opened us in prayer 
7:06 Devotion – Loren led us in a discussion about how we perceive Jesus in select passages from Isaiah 55. 
 

7:14 Presentation - Ideas from Spirit Storming 
1. Kevin Houk – Power House 

Power House ministry is a women’s transitional recovery facility, where women and children are mentored into living an 
independent and authentic life for Jesus. 
- Needs:  

1) Meals: dinners Sun. for 5P church service, approx. 50 persons; and Mon-Thurs. for approx. 15 persons 
2) Relational involvement/mentorship  

- Training provided through a program called Genesis Process (genders paired but the need is mostly for women) 
3) Help with holiday functions (Thanksgiving meal, Christmas shopping, etc.)  

 
2. Warren Ingalls  

1) Job assistance ministry 
This ministry is designed to equip those who are jobless with the skills to search for a job. 

- Needs: 
1) Prayer support:  “church covering” / accountability 
2) Counseling: looking for individuals with skills in job marketing that could help  
 

2) “Men on Fire” 
This is a ministry that served 2 purposes. As an outreach ministry it originally served active duty or retired military 
personnel with a BBQ meal of thanks for their service. Although the outreach arm of this ministry served military personnel, 
it can be used to serve others. As a fund raiser to support other outreach ministries of the church this ministry sought to 
generate a revenue stream by charging for and hosting a BBQ for the community. 
- Needs: 

1) Volunteers to prepare and serve the BBQ  
2) Business management volunteers to coordinate purchase or food, maintain equipment, etc. 

 
8:01 Guests excused 

Spirit Storming process – Loren 

We briefly discussed how we should go about getting a “women’s ministry” started and it was decided that we need to encourage 
women who have expressed a desire to get this going (Shelia, Darlene, etc.) to come up with a specific plan. We further decided to 
table until next month a discussion regarding the next steps we will take regarding the 4 ministry opportunities that have been 
presented to us thus far. 
 
Presenter Topic Date Decision/ Next Steps 
Sheila Alford Every school, Every Neighborhood 11 June 2015 Deferred to next month 
Don Bows Pray walk 11 June 2015 Deferred to next month 
Kevin Houk Power House 9 July 2015 Deferred to next month 
Warren Ingalls Job assistance & “Men on Fire” 9 July 2015 Deferred to next month 

 



Finance- Greg and Marianne 
Greg requested to defer an end-of-fiscal-year report until next month. Still outstanding, and needed for completion on the financial 
report, is information on the recent mission trip to the Navajo nation.  
 
Chris opened a discussion regarding our terminology of “buckets” for ministry allocations. Chris suggested SoS consider using a term 
such as “yardstick” or “guideline” rather than “bucket” in planning/budgeting for our next fiscal year. The rationale is that he would 
like to avoid compartmentalization of allocated funds.  
 
It was unanimously decided that the date for our yearly congregational report and financials will be Funday Sunday (September 20, 
2015) and Doug Asche will give the report. 
 
For future planning we discussed what was done historically regarding a budget for the fall retreat. Traditionally the speaker’s airline 
ticket and car rental (if necessary) was covered. They were provided an opportunity to stay at the “Asche retreat” but no monetary 
honorarium had been given.  

 
Missions/Navajo Nation trip Recap- Don: 
Don reported that overall it was great trip. God blessed them with lower costs and quicker timeline than anticipated. Pastor Billy was 
very affectionate this time and acknowledged that regardless of the color of their skin, they were all “brothers and sisters in Christ”. 
Don was also extended the opportunity to preach at one of their services. 
 
Don mentioned he had an at-length discussion with Ken regarding the future of this ministry, which he would like to share at a future 
meeting. 
 
It was agreed that before Don leaves for Spain on August 30th the church needs to host a Pot Luck where Don will share with the 
congregation their trip to the Navajo Nation. The date for the Pot Luck is TBD. 

 
Art and Ministry –Loren & Ellen 
Loren and Ellen shared with those present 2 prayer boxes which they propose introducing to the congregation this Sunday. (See the 
May 2015 minutes for the initial discussion.) The first box, labeled Thanksgiving and Blessings, is to provide words of blessing and 
encouragement, as well as acknowledging Thanksgiving for what God has done and is doing in individual lives. This box is intended 
for members of the community to give written or drawn art offerings, scripture offerings, and words of encouragement. Members will 
be encouraged to take one of the other offerings with them to encourage and bless them throughout the week. The second box is for 
“Prayers of the Saints” and will contain prayer requests. The second box is intended for members of the community to give written 
prayer requests and/or take requests in order to pray for that need throughout the week. Loren and Ellen will work out the details of 
getting the cards printed and in the Sunday bulletin. They will also work out the details of where the boxes will be stored, where they 
will be located in the sanctuary, and who will be responsible for the set-up. Those present were given cards to fill out and bring this 
coming Sunday. 

 
Old Business (Communion/Catechesis): 
Chris shared with us what he learned from a discussion with Dr. Lester Ruth from Duke Divinity School.  Dr. Ruth is a historian of 
Christian worship with particular interests in the early church. Chris shared with us Dr. Ruth’s view that baptism is the entering rite of 
a believer into the church and communion is a sign of that covenant. Communion should therefore take place ideally after baptism. 
Chris cautioned that even though the early church did not traditionally serve communion to the unbaptized children of the community 
we should deal with how our church handles this with grace while at the same time continuing to uphold our traditional Christian 
roots. Chris proposed the following plan: 

- Chris is actively working with the Christy Fickenscher and others to come up with a Catechesis for our young ones. 
- Chris will be changing what he says as he welcomes the community to the table and will now be inviting those who are 

baptized in Christ to take part in the elements rather than inviting the entire community. 
- Anita Hoey has volunteered to oversee the communion bread at the end of the service. 

 
Pastoral thoughts – Chris continued his teachings on our response to homosexual practice/holiness issue with excerpts from  
The Bible and Homosexual Practice by Robert A.J. Gagnon 
 
9:22 Closed in prayer  


