Epiclesis COE MEETING

Thursday March 12, 2015 e 6:45 p.m.
Location: Doug Asche's home e Leader: Tracey Bennett ® Scribe: Richard Bethel

The meeting started at 6:50 p.m. with prayer and a devotional. Tracey read an excerpt from C.S.

Lewis' "Mere Christianity" dealing with surrender through repentance.

Agenda

Role taker/Offering reporter duties - Chris reminded the Council that we had talked
about having someone other than Council members take roll on Sunday mornings.
Richard stated he thought we discussed the option in a previous meeting and had
decided that, for now, it was best to continue having a Council member perform that
duty. Richard is currently recording the attendance with Doug or Marianne acting as
backup when Richard is gone. The observation was made that those involved might
want a break from so many duties. Richard said he would welcome others helping, but
suggested other duties were a higher priority for him. Loren voiced the need to
empower those outside the Council to do ministry.

This led to a discussion on presenting some of these ministry opportunities during the
"Spirit Storm". Some topics to discuss are:
0 Children's Ministry
"Set up" and "take down" responsibilities for services
Provide elements for Table
Parking lot greeters
Barnabas Bag coordinator(s)
Etc.

O OO0 O0Oo

Elder Retreat March 20 & 21st Christ the King Retreat Center - Chris reminded us the
"retreat"” is next week. Details about times, meetings, etc. will be forwarded later
(NOTE: Retreat details will be emailed by Chris and then be attached to these minutes).
He asked what we want to include in the retreat. No structure has been developed as of
yet. It was suggested some items of importance are:
0 More prayer time, both individual and collective.
0 Fellowship with one another is important.
0 "Brain Storming" sessions.
O It was suggested each one brings his/her devotional book for meditation in the
quiet of their cell each evening, and then share highlights with the group the
next morning.

Page 1 of 6



Weber Center Conference and AFFN gathering - Chris & Ellen will be attending these
events in June. It was asked if Epiclesis would cover the expenses for both Chris and
Ellen to attend. After discussion it was moved by Steve and seconded by Tracey to
assume these cost up to $2,000 each. Motion carried. Chris said they will try to keep the
cost closer to $1,500 each. (NOTE: See Addendum 2 - attached request from Ellen
Koehler.)

Idea(s) for annual fall retreat - Chris said it is time to start planning for our Fall (October)
retreat. No arrangements have been made as of yet, but Chris has been talking to a
couple of people about possibly being our guest speaker. The first person is Marquerita
Storey, a dynamic speaker who could possibly cover the topic of healing in worship
(sacramental). Another possible speaker would be Lisa Deam who currently conducts
seminars, using medieval maps to help flesh out our own spiritual life. The Council
instructed Chris to explore using either of the women as speaker.

Update on parking situation - The problem of Touchstone using the parking space
closest to the chapel and possible solutions was discussed during the time spent on
seeking helpers during the upcoming "Spirit Storm" session.

Current J to J process- We currently have several that are being mentored in JtoJ
groups and about ready for the first rite of passage. Those groups are:
0 Mentor Tracey Bennett - participants Anita Hoey, Deborah Dano and Terry
Studstill.
O Mentor Ellen/Loren Koehler - participants Kevin, Angela and Miles Houk; Dave,
Laurie, Kaitlyn and Chris Bolland
0 Mentor Ellen Koehler - participant Susan Spann.
0 Mentor Pete and Christy Fickenscher - participants the Harrell's
0 Mentor Don Bowes - participants Patrick, Jennifer, Corey and Hannah Foxx-
Smith; and Perris
0 Mentor Bill and Kristy Cole - participant Jeff and Karen Snook (will begin when
the Coles are back from vacation.)
0 Potential participants Linnette Hubbard (Marianne will mentor Linnette after she

and Greg are back from Africa); Warren and Cata Ingalls.

Holy week stuff - Chris reminded us of the special services during Holy Week. They are
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Easter Vigil on Saturday night 11 p.m. to midnight and
then Easter Sunday. There will be baptisms after the service on Easter Sunday, one by
sprinkling in the church and two by immersion in the courtyard (possibly more). NOTE:
we do not have any white baptismal robes in children's sizes. It was agreed that we
should purchase some.
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e Financial update - Financial statements were send to the COE members prior to the
Council meeting. Chris asked Greg for the number of giving units compared to last year.
While he didn't have all the numbers, it appears the number of giving units is up. Greg
reminded the Council the bank signature card still need to be changed. Don will take a
letter from the Board to the bank authorizing the changes. Upon receipt of the letter,
the bank will forward the signature card to the Roseville office to facilitate the collection
of signatures.

Close in prayer: Barb Pinson 8:37 p.m.

Closed session

Next meeting: Thursday April 9, 2015; 6:45 p.m.
Bennett's, 2135 Van Ness Drive, Roseville, Ca 95661

Leader: Richard Bethel
Scribe: Don Bowes
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Addendum #1 to March 12, 2015 Minutes - email from Chris regarding COE retreat

Hello, dear ones:

I’'ve spoken with our contact at Christ the King Retreat Center, Jane, and she has given us some
helpful details for our time together this weekend:

We may use the chapel, library, grounds, and other public areas of the Center. We'll need to be
mindful of other groups on site who are on retreat, etc., of course (some of whom may be in a
silent retreat).

Meal times are: Breakfast at 8 AM; Lunch at noon; and Dinner (Friday night) at 6 PM.

Arriving on Friday afternoon: You may arrive on Friday as early as three. You may want to
come early to begin some prayer, Scripture reading, etc. I'll be stationed in the Parson’s room
(upstairs over the cafeteria) from about 3 PM onward, and that’s where we’ll have our own
meeting space. Meet me there to get your room details. Let’s all try to arrive by about 5 PM if
possible.

The first item on our agenda will be the evening meal at 6 PM.

Your rooms: Jane tells me that the room arrangements are very simple. She’ll give me a list of
the available rooms, and then we’ll distribute them as needed. The rooms are furnished with
linens, pillows, towels, etc. You need to bring personal items and whatnot.

Snacks/goodies: We’re welcome to bring snacks/drinks and use the refrigerator on the second
floor. We should probably plan on bringing some things to munch on and perhaps some drinks.

(More on that later). Wine is permitted, Jane tells me.

Departing: We'll wrap up our time together on Saturday afternoon, I’'m guessing, sometime
about 3 PM.

I'll have some additional recommendations for us in a separate email sketching out a
suggestion for a schedule and ideas for our gathering. I'll also include in there some ideas about
other items we might bring along with us: Bible, some board games, snacks, that kind of thing.
Holler if you have any questions or need additional information.

Love to all....

Dr. Chris Alford, Pastor

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community
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Addendum #2 to March 12, 2015 Minutes - Note from Ellen Koehler regarding AEF Conference

March 11, 2015
Dear Epiclesis CoE,

| am writing once again to request travel, lodging, and conference support from Epiclesis for the
Ancient Evangelical Future conference, being held in Pittsburgh June 4-5 under the auspices of
The Robert E. Webber Center, and for the convocation of the Ancient-Future Faith Network (of
which Epiclesis is a member) which takes place just before the AEF gathering, on June 2-3. Both
will be held on the campus of Trinity School for Ministry.

The theme of the Webber Center AEF Conference this year is "For the Life of the World: The
Church's Mission in a Pluralistic Age." Here is the conference description, taken from the Trinity
School for Ministry website (http://webbercenter.tsm.edu/aef20I5):

How does a biblical theology of the mission of God guide the American Church in the 21st
century? How does the increasingly pluralistic and global character of the American context
shape the Church's engagement with that context? How might the experience of early urban
Christians help the Church to answer these questions? And what are the implications of those
answers for Christian mission today?

Christian mission to an increasingly post-Christian society is the focus of the third annual
Ancient Evangelical Future Conference, June 4-5, 2015. The Conference will be hosted by the
Robert E. Webber Center and held at Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania.
Framed in the context of Christian worship and community, this conference promises to inform,
encourage and refresh all who attend.

Speakers include:

Speakers include Ed Stetzer (Missional God, Missional Church); John Armstrong (Missional
Ecumenism); Michael Goheen (The Church's Mission: Biblical and Holistic); Bp. Grant
LeMarquand (Global Christianity and North American Mission); and Frances Young (Early
Christian Mission). The workshop topics are "The Church's Mission and the Arts," and "The
Church's Mission and the Workplace."

The AEF conference exploration of Ancient-Future missions is particularly timely and relevant to
our "spirit-storming" and planning around missional projects at Epiclesis in this season, and to
my role in our community. Mission, as Bob Webber has noted, flows from the worship of the
church. (He's called worship 'The center of the hourglass," for "everything the Church does
moves toward public worship, and all its ministries proceed from worship.") Because the liturgy
structures the telling of God's story each week, there is an important missional and
instructional aspect that involves who we are in the world and how we go about "loving and
serving the Lord" as we are sent forth into it. In addition, as part of the "Creative Missions Task
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Force," I'm especially looking forward to the sessions on mission and the arts and on "the
church's mission and the Biblical story." As to the AFFN convocation (June 2-3), because | write
the liturgy and provide the music for the closing worship service, as well as provide gathering
litanies and songs for the group sessions, this gives us a unique opportunity to share how we
worship and enact God's story in ancient-future worship at Epiclesis with other pastors,
liturgists and worship leaders from across the United States and Canada. This year | am also
chairing and coordinating a panel discussion of Webber's last book, Who Gets To Narrate the
World? Both of these conferences bring opportunities to interact, brainstorm, learn from, and
network with others involved with Ancient-Future ministry. Every year, | come back filled with
inspiration and ideas that find their way into the life of our body.

As a general idea of costs:

- The most reasonable roundtrip airfare | found today is approximately $650.00 (with creative
multi-city searching).

- Lodging in Pittsburgh: the conference hotel is the Sheraton Pittsburgh Airport. Room rate is
$139/night (plus taxes = $158.46/night). Rate includes breakfast. Checking in Monday, June 1;
checking out Friday, June 5 (4 nights for the two gatherings).

- The AEF conference cost is $125 if registering before April 1; thereafter the cost is $150. This
includes lunches on Thursday and Friday.

- The cost for the AFFN convocation is approximately $45 (early bird, before 5/18).

- In the past at the Pittsburgh conference | have rented a car and provided transportation for
Joanne Webber and others.

Thanks so much for prayerfully considering this request! Blessings,

Ellen
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