
Minutes: Epiclesis Council of Elders 
 

February 12, 2015 

Home of Pastor Chris: 8127 Orelle Creek Court Citrus Heights, CA 95610 

Elder’s present:  Chris Alford, Doug Asche, Tracey Bennett, Richard Bethel, Don Bowes, 
Ellen Koehler, Loren Koehler, Barb Pinson, Steve Pinson, Ron Richardson, Greg Sutter 
and Marianne Sutter. 

Elder’s absent: None 

Facilitator: Doug Asche 

Scribe: Tracey Bennett 

Elders gathered for prayer at 6:45 pm.  

1. Doug opened the meeting with a devotional based on teachings from church 
father Anastasius of Sinai. 

2. Children's Update-Pastor Chris, Marianne, Barb and Tracey 

 Lead teacher-Pastor Chris                                                                   
We are still looking for a lead teacher, but moving forward with volunteers until 
God provides us with one. 

 On-going Needs-Marianne, Barb and Tracey                                        
Held a Children's Volunteer Meeting after church on Sunday Feb. 8th.  The 
meeting was attended by approx. 20 people.  Guidelines were given to the 
volunteer teachers in order to give the children consistency and structure. 
Provided volunteers with a template of what the teaching time should consist of: 
Singing-Teaching time-Craft-Free play and approximate time for each. Will also 
be adding a scripture memory verse of sorts to the teaching time.  Children will 
come back for communion (as this seems to be the parents want). Children will 
enter through the side door. Teachers will be responsible for introducing 
themselves to family's (both regular attenders and new visitor's) with children 
crawling through 5.  Teachers will also be responsible for getting a substitute if 
for some reason they can't fulfill their day. There will also be bins of supplies for 
the teachers to use which will be kept up; one for Resources that can be used 
for lessons, one for crafts and one of Toys. Barb will be taking over the 



distribution of the weekly email to the volunteer's. 

3.  Mission/Outreach Possibilities-Chris shared some opportunities that Sheila has 
come across.                                                                                         

 Courage Worldwide-Chris                                                                      
School for girls rescued from sex trafficking-is about 35 min from Sacramento.  
They want to build 10 cottages to house the girls w/ 6 girls per cottage at 
$100,000 per cottage. Need money not only to build the cottages but furnish and 
supply each house. Organization also has another house in Tanzania and wants 
to have 1000 homes in 10 years all over the world. There is an opportunity for 
Epiclesis to come along side and help in many ways.   

 At risk schools-Chris 

A church in Oregon saw a public school that was failing and was allowed to come 
in and paint and clean up the school.  They also set up a clothing room for the 
kids where they could come in and get new or nearly new needed items at no 
cost. This may be something we can do within the Carmichael community with 
other Carmichael churches. 

4.  Planning a church-wide "Spirit Storming" meeting-Chris 

 It has been awhile since we have done this as a church and would like to 
schedule at the next Eating Meeting. (April 19th).   

5.  Radio Ministry-Chris   

 Chris talked about the radio ministry-feels it is going well. We have an 
opportunity to try another day/time, but Chris feels it may be better to stay with 
our day/time and develop an audience. We are being given a couple extra slots 
here and there as they are available as well.  We can get another time for 
$1000.00 if still available-he will check into it. 

6.  Ancient Future Faith Network Report-Chris    

 Read a thank you note from the Network (attached to minutes).  Have worked 
hard to make AFFN more visible. They are re-vamping the website. 4th 
convocation coming up this year.               

7.  Financial Update-Marianne and Greg 

 Gave a brief update on money given for books/devotionals Asked if letters/thank 



you's should sent to non-members who donate money to Epiclesis.  There was 
some discussion about the dollar amount and whether it should be some kind of 
form letter.  It was decided that thank you's should be sent and should not be a 
form type letter. Greg stated he would write the thank you's when needed. 

 Marianne and Greg will be gone March 29th- April 12th and will not make a 
deposit until they get back. Marianne will write the check's that will need to be 
paid while they are gone, Don said he would mail them for her. Also there will be 
no financial report for the April meeting as they will be gone. 

 Marianne stated that we still need to get the check signer's stuff fixed.  Bill and 
Marianne need to come off and Greg and Tracey put on the card. There was also 
talk about moving from the Rancho Cordova branch to the Roseville branch of 
West America-Marianne was going to look into this.  

 Marianne also stated that God had made it clear to her that she should go off of 
the council in two years.  Need to be in prayer about who might take over the 
bookkeeping part. 

 Chris asked to compare last Jan. 2014 to Jan. 2015 and the number of giving 
families last year to this year. (I think Greg said he would do this). 

 Financial statement- Bills are paid and there is money in the bank.  

8.  Thought's about prayer-Marianne       

 Would like the council to pray about the needed for the Epiclesis community to 
come together at least once a month to pray together. Since there is no more 
Wednesday afternoon prayer Marianne feels God is leading her in this direction 
and that it is still vitally important that we as a community get together to pray 
regularly.  Not sure what that looks like. Chris will contact Dick Clark about the 
possibility and availability of meeting at the Carmichael Chapel one evening a 
month. 

9.  Communion for those who can't make it to Church (Martha/Eleanor) 
-Doug 

 Doug brought up the idea of going to people's house's to give the Eucharist to 
those who cannot make it to service and would like to take communion.  Chris 
said elders could do this as long as the elements are treated as we do in service; 
prayer of Epiclesis and such. 

 Loren expressed the idea of streaming the service on the web. Chris said it is 



possible but we would need more equipment and would add another level of set 
up & monitoring. 

10.  Retirement Steps Taken-Chris   

 Chris and Sheila expressed their heartfelt gratitude for the retirement 
contribution from Epiclesis.  

Closed meeting in prayer. 

Next meeting: 
 
Thursday March 12, 2015 
Gather at 6:45 pm-prayer meeting begins at 7:00 pm 
Where: Doug Asche’s house 9185 Black Forest Lane Fair Oaks, Ca 95628 
Facilitator: Tracey Bennett 
Scribe: Richard Bethel 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tracey Bennett 
  

                         


