
Epiclesis Council of Elders October 08, 2015 Meeting Minutes 

 

 

 

The council did not meet in September. The last meeting was August 14, 2015 

 

Scheduled Prayer was at 6:45 pm. to 7:15 pm. at Steve and Barbara Pinson’s Home in Gold 

River, CA. 

 

Attending: Chris Alford, Doug Asche, Tracey Bennett, Richard Bethel, Don Bowes, Ellen 

Koehler, Loren Koehler, Barb Pinson, Ron Richardson, Marianne Sutter, Greg 

Sutter  

 

Absent:  Steve Pinson  

 

Ron Richardson opened the meeting at 7:15 pm with a Devotional focusing on Matthew 11:28  

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Ron also talked 

about Oswald Chambers interpretation of this bible verse. Ron also asked the elders what does 

“Come to me” means to each of us. 

 

Retreat debrief (Ron): 

Ron brought up the question of: What can we do to improve the Retreat? Some suggestions 

were to have nametags. Even though most of the people know each other, there still will be 

some people (such as our guests) who don’t know each person attending. Another suggestion 

was to encourage the body of the church to invite more people. This is especially something 

that each elder should be doing. Chris did a lot of advertising which included Facebook, 

sending out cards to people who had attended in the past, promoting the retreat in church, and 

so on. The retreat had good attendance of 42 showing up and 44 signing up. Part of the great 

attendance was because of Chris promoting it. 

 

We also talked about the wonderful way MarQuerita taught us about “The Body of Christ.” She 

made sure that everybody present participated in both the lectures and games with great 

learning lessons. It seemed that everyone enjoyed her style of participation. Most of the elders 

commented that the retreat went by quickly and really enjoyed it. Doug commented that during 

some of the quiet time outside, many people were meditating and praying. This was the first 

speaker that we have had that was not part of  “The Ancient Future Faith” background.  

 

The elders have been asked by Chris to be on the lookout for someone to speak at next year’s 

retreat. Chris also mentioned that the person must have a “Pastoral Spirit.” 

 

 



Fifth Sunday Worship/Prayer (Chris): 

Chris brought up the idea of conducting an informal prayer and praise get together on the 5th 

Sunday. One of the ideas was to have it in the Chapel in the evening. Chis is encouraging elders 

to get the word out. 

 

New Ideas (Marianne): 

Marianne brought up the idea of promoting both in church and on the website a section called 

“How Can I Help?” The idea is to get more of the church body involved in the church by 

serving. This could also help take away some of the burden that a few people do in setting up 

church each week, doing the sound and lights, helping setting up the music, and so on. It was 

suggested by Marianne that there could be a coordinator who oversees the set up of church and 

a list of volunteers who are rotated each week so that no one person has to do everything. 

Rotating volunteers has already been implemented with our Children’s ministry.  

 

Business (Greg and Marianne): 

Financial Statements were sent out to all the elders prior to the meeting. There were no 

questions. Greg talked about the expenses of the retreat and it looks like we broke even. We 

couldn’t do a final accounting because not all the bills were in and not all the checks were in. A 

good estimate is that we will probably be even when everything is done. As Greg stated, it was 

worth noting that the church received 2 large offerings that helped pay a huge portion of the 

retreat. (God Provided.) 

 

Outreach Projects wrap-up (Chris): 

After the “Spirit Storm” in spring 2015, the elders have been praying and talking about 

Missions Ministry throughout the summer. It seems that all the elders want to serve the Lord. 

The question has been, how do we do this? Doug and Chris both said that maybe it would be 

better to let God work thru us rather than us trying to find some mission ministries. It seemed to 

be the consensus that we would keep an eye out for needs and maybe expand some of the 

missions we are doing now. 

 

Annual report (Doug): 

Doug said that he would send out an email to get input from the elders before finishing up the 

report(s). 

 

Any Other Old Business / New Business: 

We talked about “Lessons and Carols”. Elders are to encourage people to come and we should 

start promoting it. Chris also talked about Dr. Ouida Harding coming to our church and how 

excited he is about her coming here. 

 

Email Motions: 

Greg made a motion on October 1, 2015 to give MarQuerita Story $1000. Richard seconded the 



motion and the motion was passed. At the elders meeting it was agreed to put these expenses in 

the Kingdom Building Bucket. Greg brought up that we gave the money to MarQuerita Story 

because of her financial needs and felt at the time that it should be put in the Needs Ministry 

Bucket. It was further discussed that expenses related to Needs Ministry should be written to 

the cause and not to the individual. An example would be paying a funeral home for a funeral 

and not the family who lost their loved one. One of the reasons for this is a legal reason. 

Another is so money earmarked for a certain use gets used for that use. At the end of the 

discussion the consensus was to put the monies toward the Kingdom Building Bucket. 

 

  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Greg Sutter 

Epiclesis Elder 

October 20, 2015 

 

 

 

 


