
 

Tentative Dates and Details... 

October 10-22, 2018: 

Our all-inclusive tour 
cost includes round 
trip airfare (likely 
priced from San Fran-
cisco), first-rate hotel 
accommodations 
(double occupancy), 
full Israeli breakfast 
and dinners, airport 
transfers, government-
licensed and English-
speaking local guides, 
deluxe air-conditioned 
motor coaches, a service project, all entrance fees, and tips. 

The total projected cost for your budgeting is: $5,350 (Single 
occupancy is available for an additional $1,330). 

Several factors will contribute to the final price, which we hope 
will decrease: The total number travelers (we’re gathering 
more as we go along and that may help bring costs down), air 
ticket prices we’re able to lock in, flight details for folks not in 
NorCal), etc. 

At this point (August, 2017), our main 
task is to identify the folks who are 
strongly interested in going. As of 
8/24/17, we still have spaces available. 

The trip is also open to folks not based 
in the Sacramento area (and we al-
ready have a few). We will likely have 
small groups or individuals who will de-
part from various locations in the U.S. 
and we’ll all meet up for the first time 
when we arrive in Tel Aviv. 

Important Contact Information: 
 

Latest, up to date trip information at the Epiclesis website:  
www.epiclesis.org (look for the Israel trip page). 
 
Pastor Chris Alford: 
PastorChris@Epiclesis.org 
(916) 765-2901 
 
Dr. Teresa Gardner: 
TGardner.RDM@Mindspring.com 
(704) 564-8336 
 
Israel Trip Local Coordinator/Assistant to Pastor Chris: 
Linnette Hubbard 
Lmhubbard39@sbcglobal.net 
(916) 715-4963 

 

NOTES: 
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8/24/17 

Who is Organizing This Trip? 
 
The trip is being organized and led 
by Dr. Chris Alford, Pastor of Epi-
clesis: An Ancient-Future Faith 
Community, and in joyful coopera-
tion with his friend and colleague 
Dr. Teresa Garder. Teresa is a 
member of the Ancient-Future Faith 
Network and has long held a vision 
for seeing the arts restored in the church for the glory of God. 
She is the Director of Zion Center for Worship and the Arts 
(ZCWA), a center for worship training through biblical study and 
technical artistic development based in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Teresa has led ministry groups and/or made personal trips to Is-
rael nearly 50 times in her long association with the beloved 
country she considers a second home. 
 

We are being assisted in putting this travel experi-
ence together by John Brown at The Obed Project. 
They are a non-profit organization that seeks to edu-
cate believers about the land of Israel. They take 
several tours there annually and often include ser-
vice projects. Find more at www.theobedproject.org. 
 

Dr. Alford will be responsible for the teaching/theological content 
of the trip and both he and Dr. Gardner will be teaching, leading, 
and sharing. Along the way, we’ll have expert, local guides to 
supplement our journey. 

Worshiping Sundays at 10:30 AM  
4600 Winding Way; Sacramento, 

CA; 95841   
 

For more information or to sign up for our eNewsletter: 
www.Epiclesis.org 

 

11230 Gold Express Drive, #310-214; Gold River, CA 95670-4484 
 

(916) 572-9113 



 

TENTATIVE ITINERARY  
(This is a tentative schedule and is subject to change) 

 
Wednesday, October 10th, 2018 
Depart U.S. for Israel 

Thurs., Oct. 11 
Arrive in Israel and assemble with entire group 
Leave Airport 
Continue to Dead Sea area 
Arrive hotel 
 

Fri., Oct. 12 
Ein Gedi 
Masada  
Back to hotel for  
     “Dead Sea  
      Experience”  
 

Sat., Oct. 13 
Leave Dead Sea area 
Qumran  
Capernaum  
Mount of Beatitudes  
Arrive at hotel in Tiberias 
 

Sun., Oct. 14 
Dan (Tel Dan) 
Judges' Gate & Abraham’s Gate  
Caesarea Philippi  
Mount Bental & Syrian bunker  
Nimrod’s Fortress (Medieval Muslim castle) 
Golan Heights 
 

Mon., Oct. 15 
Boat ride on Sea of Galilee 
Synagogue in Magdala (Migdal) 
Kursi (Golan Heights) 
Yardenit Baptismal Site & baptismal renewal in the Jordan 
 

Do I need a power adaptor and/or a converter? 

Yes. Israel operates on 220v and you’ll need an adaptor (marked 

“Middle East”) plus a converter IF your items do not have the 220 option. 

The label on your device will help determine if a voltage converter/

transformer is necessary. 

How much luggage can I bring? 

Bring one large suitcase and one carry-on (purses do not count as a 

carry-on). Airlines charge more for extra/overweight luggage. The bus 

has limited room and you’ll be much happier with one piece of luggage 

less than 50 lbs. Most people overpack and Israel is a casual country. 

What is the weather like in Israel in October? 

Highs in the 70s. Jerusalem itself reports lows in the upper 50s with a 

small chance of occasional rain. The Dead Sea/Masada region and Eilat 

will be much warmer, perhaps even hot, but quite dry. Petra is likely to 

be in the mid-70s and quite dry. 

Will there be a lot of walking? 

Yes. Bring good shoes, sunglasses/sunscreen, hat, etc. But there are 

plenty of options for some people to rest while others go ahead/return.  

What about the “service project”? 

During our time in Jerusalem, we have the option of participating in an 

actual archeological project where we will assist with the sifting of mate-

rials found on the Temple Mount. The activity lasts about 2 hours and 

includes a presentation from the archeologist. 

Can the itinerary or schedule change? 

Yes. Your trip will be much more pleasant if you are flexible. Reasons 

may include speed of the group, teaching/worship times, traffic, local 

schedule changes, etc. We may also hear of an opportunity not on the 

itinerary that we can take advantage of if we’re flexible. 

Who is my main contact for information, questions, etc.? 

Dr. Chris Alford. His assistant and local trip coordinator is Linnette 

Hubbard. Contact information for both is on page 6. 2 5 



 

Tues., Oct. 16 
Leave Galilee area  
Megiddo  
Mt. Carmel  
Caesarea Maritima 
Up to Jerusalem 
 

Wed., Oct. 17 
Rabbi Tunnel 
St. Peter Gallicantu 
Upper Room  
Jewish Quarter  
Cardo (ancient main street) 
Shorashim (one on one time  with 
      two Orthodox Jewish brothers in their biblical shop) 
Southern Steps & Street Ruins  
Temple Mount 
Kotel (Western Wall) 
 

Thurs., Oct. 18 
Yad Vashem (Holocaust Memorial) 
Israel Model & Shrine of the Book 
City of David 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
 

Fri., Oct. 19 
Mount of Olives  
Garden of Gethsemane  
Holy Sepulcher Church 
Friends of Zion Museum  
Garden Tomb  
Archeological Service 
     Project 
 

Sat., Oct. 20 
Depart for Eilat,  
Overnight in Eilat 
 

Sun., Oct. 21 
Day trip to Petra 
Overnight in Eilat 

Mon., Oct. 22 

Depart Eilat early for 

     Ben Gurion 

Depart Israel 

Arrive in U.S. 
 

 
FAQs for You… 

Are there cheaper Israel trips? 

Yes. However, ours lasts longer than some trips and includes the an-

cient city of Petra. We also are using first rate air travel and excellent 

hotels. (Some trips stay fewer days, use less reliable airlines, and sub-

standard hotels). We are making this a legacy, once-in-a-lifetime trip. 

Is this trip safe? 

Yes. We are not going to places with known issues that require extra 

security. The reality on the ground is that the country is a safe destina-

tion for tourists because Israel is a world leader in security and safety. 

Our guide(s) are in constant contact with Israeli tour managers who 

give updates on all kinds of news and information, from traffic conges-

tion to potential safety issues. The Obed Project’s motto is “Adventure 

without Danger.” 

Can I make installment payments for the trip? 

Yes. The first will be due around April 1 ($300) and two other due 

sometime before September 1, 2018. These dates are tentative and 

will depend on details once we get a firm quote from the airlines. We 

will also have an option of creating 4 installments if the group wants. 

Is trip insurance available? 

Yes. Our friends at the Obed Project have a relationship with “World 

Travel Mates,” and travel agent Cathy Reavis is your contact there 

(www.worldtravelmates.com; 704-697-1501). More information coming. 

Do I need a current U.S. Passport? 

Yes. Check yours and begin the process of renewing (or get a new 

one) right away. Must be valid until 4/23/19 (Israeli requirement). 
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