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Sunday Morning Compass 
May 21, May 28, June 4, and June 11  
 

 

June 11. Session Four:  

 Amillennialism  
 

Leftover business from last week... 

• The seven overall questions. 

 

Amillennialism 
 

What does amillennialism (AM) affirm?  

• Christ has won the decisive victory over sin, death and Satan. By living a sinless life and by dying on the 

cross as the sacrifice of atonement for our sin, Christ defeated sin. By undergoing death and then victori-

ously rising from the grave, Christ defeated death. By resisting the devil’s temptations, by perfectly obey-

ing God, and by his death and resurrection, Christ delivered a deathblow to Satan and his evil hosts. This 

victory of Christ’s was decisive and final. The most important day in history, therefore, is not the Second 

Coming of Christ, which is still future, but the first coming which lies in the past. Because of the victory of 

Christ, the ultimate issues of history have already been decided. It is now only a question of time until that 

victory is brought to its final consummation. 

• The kingdom of God is both present and future. AMs do not believe that the kingdom of God is primarily 

a Jewish kingdom which involves the literal restoration of the throne of David. Nor do they believe that 

because of the unbelief of the Jews of his day Christ postponed the establishment of the kingdom to the 

time of his future earthly millennial reign. AMs believe that the kingdom of God was founded by Christ at 

the time of his sojourn on earth, is operative in history now and is destined to be revealed in its fullness in 

the life to come. They understand the kingdom of God to be the reign of God dynamically active in human 

history through Jesus Christ. Its purpose is to redeem God’s people from sin and from demonic powers, 

and finally to establish the new heavens and the new earth. The kingdom of God means nothing less than 

the reign of God in Christ over his entire created universe. When Christ returns, he will immediately defeat 

the powers of evil, resurrect the saved and the unsaved, judge them, and deliver them to their destinies. 

• Though the last day is still future, we are in the last days now. This aspect of eschatology, which is often 

neglected in evangelical circles, is an essential part of the NT message. When AMs say, “we are in the last 

days now,” they understand the expression “the last days” not merely as referring to the time just before 

Christ’s return, but as a description of the entire era between Christ’s first and second comings. The fact 

that we are living in the last days now implies that we are already tasting the beginnings of eschatological 

blessings— that, as Paul says, we already have “the first fruits of the Spirit” (Rom 8:23). This means that 

we who are believers are to see ourselves not as impotent sinners who are helpless in the face of tempta-

tion but as new creatures in Christ (2 Cor 5:17), as temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19) and as those 

who have decisively crucified the flesh (Gal 5:24), put off the old self and put on the new (Col 3:9-10). 



 2 

 

• As far as the thousand years of Revelation 20 are concerned, we are in the millennium now and it extends 

from the first coming of Christ to just before his Second Coming, when Satan will be loosed for a short 

time. The AM position on the 1,000 years of Rev 20 implies that Christians who are now living are enjoy-

ing the benefits of this millennium since Satan has been bound for the duration of this period. The fact that 

Satan is now bound does not mean that he is not active in the world today but that during this period he 

cannot deceive the nations— that is, cannot prevent the spread of the gospel. The binding of Satan during 

this era, in other words, makes missions and evangelism possible. This fact should certainly be a source of 

encouragement to the church on earth. 

Implications of Amillennialism…  

• The Old and New Testaments are bound together in the unity of the covenant of grace. AMs do not believe 

that sacred history is to be divided into a series of distinct dispensations but see a single covenant of grace– 

God’s salvation story— running through all of history. This covenant of grace is still in effect today and 

will culminate in the eternal dwelling together of God and his redeemed people on the new earth. 

• The kingdom of God is central in human history. That kingdom was predicted and prepared for in OT 

times, was established on earth by Jesus Christ, was extended and expanded both in NT times and during 

the subsequent history of the church, and will finally be consummated in the life to come. 

• Jesus Christ is the Lord of history. This means that all of history is under Christ’s control and will ulti-

mately prove to have been subservient to his purpose. We must therefore be concerned not just with enjoy-

ing the blessings of our salvation but also with joyfully serving Christ as Lord in every area of our lives.  

• All of history is moving toward a goal: the total redemption of the entire universe. History is not meaning-

less but meaningful. Though we are not always able to discern the meaning of each historical event, we 

know what the ultimate outcome of history will be. We eagerly look forward to the new heavens and new 

earth as part of a renewed universe in which God’s good creation will realize finally and totally the pur-

pose for which he called it into existence: the glorification of his name.  

• AMs adopt a position of realistic optimism. Belief in the present rule of Christ, in the presence of God’s 

kingdom, and in the movement of history toward its ultimate goal is accompanied by a realistic recognition 

of the presence of sin in the world and of the growing development of the kingdom of evil. AM eschatolo-

gy looks for a culmination of apostasy and tribulation in the final emergence of a personal Antichrist be-

fore Christ comes again. AMs do not expect to see the perfect society realized during this present age, nor 

do they expect an escape from tribulation. Yet, knowing that the victory of Christ over evil was decisive 

and that Christ is now on the throne, the dominant mood of AM  is optimism— Christian optimism.  

What Scriptures seem to support historic amillennialism?  

• The Bible frequently uses the number 1,000 figuratively (Psalm 50:10; 90:4; 105:8; 2 Peter 3:8). 

• The “first resurrection” (Rev 20:4-5) could refer to the spiritual resurrection (the regeneration or new birth) 

of persons who trust Christ (Rom 11:13-15; Eph 2:1-4). 

• The second coming of Christ and the resurrection of the saved and the unsaved will occur at the same time 

(Dan 12:2-3; John 5:28-29). 

• The saints are on earth during the tribulation (Rev 13:7). 
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When has amillennialism been popular? 

AM became popular in the fifth century. AM has remained widespread throughout church history. 

Prominent amillennialists include: 

The Protestant reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin as well as evangelical theologians Herschel Hobbs, 

Anthony Hoekema, Stanley Grenz, and J.I. Packer and are counted among AMs. Many students of church his-

tory believe that the church father Augustine was perhaps the first AM.  
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