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Sunday Morning Compass 
May 21, May 28, June 4, and June 11  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Very important things to talk about first: 

 Why this study?  

 Essentials and Non-Essentials 

 Unity, Liberty, and Charity 

 Embedded theology 

 Test of Scripture. Sola Scriptura? What else?  

 Inspired Scripture vs Study Notes/Headings, Devotionals, Christian fiction 
 

 

Now, a close look at some key words: 

Church age. The time period that began after Jesus’ work on the cross— His 
death, burial, resurrection, and ascension— thereby forming God’s New Cov-
enant people. Some people use the term “church age” to mean a fixed time in 
which God is working exclusively with Christians (and not, say, with ethnic 
Israel). 

Dispensationalism. A complex system primarily developed in the 1830s by John Nelson Darby, influencing 
the Plymouth Brethren movement of England, for interpreting biblical history. It recognizes separate ages, or 
“dispensations” (usually seven), set up by God to order the affairs of the world. Dispensationalism has two 
primary distinctives: 1) A consistently literal interpretation of Scripture, especially Bible prophecy; and 2) A 
view of ethnic Israel as being completely separate and distinct from the Church in God’s plans. Here are three 
other important points: 

 Dispensationalists typically refer to the present-day Church as a “parenthesis” or temporary pause in 
the progress of ethnic Israel’s prophesied history. They believe that once God has completed His pur-
poses with the Church and removes her from the earth, He will turn once again to deal with Israel. 

 Dispensationalists are also premillennialists and believe in a future, literal, theocratic 1,000-year reign 
of Jesus Christ on earth. This reign will merge with and continue on to the eternal state in the “new 
heavens and the new earth.” 

 Dispensationalists see a literal place and a major role for the ethnic nation of Israel during the millenni-
al kingdom. They believe that ethnic Israel will thus regain a king (Jesus) and land, resume most of the 
Mosaic sacrificial system, and, ultimately, gain an everlasting kingdom. The vast majority of dispensa-
tionalists believe in the pretribulation rapture. 

Eschatology (from Greek, eschatos [final] + logos [word or idea] = “a word about the final things”). Study of 
the Bible’s teachings about the events leading up to the second coming of Jesus and the fulfillment of God’s 
ultimate redemptive purposes for humanity and all creation.  
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Key words, continued... 

 

First coming of Christ. The incarnation, earthly life and ministry, crucifix-
ion, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Millennium (from Latin, mille, thousand). A 1000-year reign of Jesus, de-
scribed in Revelation 20:4-6. Some believe it to be a literal time frame, others 
that it is symbolic. Here are three views: 

 Premillennial: The belief that God’s victorious kingdom reign on earth will be a literal 1,000 year 
reign, and that Christ’s Second Coming will be prior to the Millennium. Dispensationalists see Christ’s 
return as occurring in at least two parts. 

 Postmillennial: Jesus will return after (post-) the millennium. The establishment of God’s kingdom on 
earth is the work of the Church in the Spirit to bring peace and justice to our broken world. Christ will 
return once the Church has finished its God-given tasks. 

 Amillennial: The view that Christ’s kingdom reign began with His earthly ministry and continues now; 
it is a present, ongoing reign. Some Amillennialists see a distinction between the current reign of Christ 
and His reign fully realized after the Second Coming. So, this view, the now-and-not-yet of the present 
eschatological moment, which began with the in-breaking of God’s kingdom in the life and ministry of 
Jesus, will reach its fulfillment in Christ’s earthly reign that follows His Second Coming. 

Preterism (from Latin, praeter, past). Preterism is the viewpoint that many, if not all, biblical prophecies in-
terpreted to be about the end times actually refer to specific events that already happened in the first century. 
There are two basic views, with the first being the most common: 

 Partial preterism holds that most eschatological prophecies, such as the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the Antichrist (and/or the Beast of Revelation), the Great Tribulation, and the Day of the Lord as a 
“judgment-coming” of Christ, were fulfilled in 66-70 AD (the ongoing siege of Jerusalem by Rome, 
Jewish infighting, and the destruction of the temple), and in the persecution of the early church. These 
preterists still look for a future Second Coming, a resurrection of the dead, and the Final Judgment. 

 Full preterism holds that the destruction of Jerusalem fulfilled all eschatological or “end times” events, 
including the resurrection of the dead and Jesus’ Second Coming, or Parousia, and the Final Judgment. 

Rapture (from Latin, raptus, carry away). A 19th century doctrine that dispensationalists believe is described 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 when Jesus Christ returns. They believe this coming will be secret. Some details: 

 Dispensational premillennialists believe that the rapture and the second coming of Jesus are two sepa-
rate events– in effect, two second comings: They place the rapture (the first coming of the second com-
ings) before the Great Tribulation, and the second of the second comings after the Tribulation. 

 Historic premillennialists, amillennialists, and postmillennialists believe that the second coming of Je-
sus, and the event described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (“...the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout…”), are actually the same event (i.e. not two second comings, with the first being secret). 

Second coming of Christ. The future bodily return of Jesus in accordance with God’s redemptive purposes 
for all of creation. 
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Key words, continued... 

 

Tribulation. Time when disasters happen on the earth and people who are faith-
ful to Jesus suffer intense persecution, possibly lasting seven years (Rev 7:14). 
Some details: 

 Premillennialists place the Tribulation near the end (and believe that 
Christians escape it).  

 Dispensational premillennialists typically believe that the Tribulation will last exactly seven years. 

 Many historical premillennialists view the reference to “seven years” as a symbol of the completeness 
of God’s dealings with the world as the end of time approaches.  

 Most amillennialists and postmillennialists treat the Tribulation as a symbol of calamities and persecu-
tions that have occurred throughout church History.  

 Some amillennialists and postmillennialists are preterists: They believe that the Tribulation occurred 
between 66-70 AD during the Jewish-Roman war ending with the destruction of the temple. 

 

 

Seven overall questions to keep in mind throughout our study: 

 When is Christ coming, will it be physical, and how many 
times? 

 What is the relationship between Israel and the Church, the OT 
and the NT? 

 Is the Kingdom of God a literal 1,000 year reign on earth?  

 When does the Kingdom of God begin and are there stages to 
its realization? 

 Is heaven the ultimate goal of humanity? 

 What is God’s ultimate eschatological purpose for humanity and all of creation?  

 How does each of the viewpoints we discuss affect our theology and behavior? (e.g. Our theology of Je-
sus? Of Scripture? Of the Church? Of our present life on earth in the here and now?). 

 

Some important, final points: 

 These definitions (above) and the four main eschatological viewpoints we will discuss in the coming 
weeks (next page) are somewhat fluid and generalized (e.g. Some people may borrow beliefs from several 
viewpoints, and/or some people may quibble with the way one of the viewpoints will be described). We 
are striving here for a fair and accurate description of each. 

 There are not many Bible passages of Scripture that have to do with end times. They are (mostly) confined 
to three books: Daniel, Matthew, and Revelation.  

 One of the challenges in looking at these Bible passages is that they contain “apocalyptic” writings, a gen-
re that is full of vivid and symbolic imagery oftentimes foreign to our modern ears. 
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Important, final points, continued… 

 

 Apocalyptic literature must be interpreted with a full awareness of how it was intended to be understood 
when it was written.  

Nine theological assumptions for working with apocalyptic literature: 

1) Prophecy inspired by God can foretell events in a way that no human could have foreseen. 

2) Numbers in prophecy have symbolic meaning that often trumps any literal, empirical value. 

3) An actual event can be a prophecy of a still-future, final fulfillment, and when it is, we should 
consider the entire Historical context of the events to get a fuller understanding. 

4) Apocalyptic visions may use one image to symbolize two realities.  

5) Apocalyptic literature use dramatic imagery of cataclysmic disruptions to describe changes 
within the human political sphere.  

6) Physical objects can signify spiritual realities; for example, clouds can signify the glory of God 
the Judge. 

7) Physical-resurrection language can symbolize spiritual renewal (e.g. dry bones). 

8) Chronological order is not always observed in apocalyptic visions. 

9) Christ’s first advent launched humanity into “the last days.” 

 
 

The four viewpoints we’ll be looking at over the next 
three sessions: 

1. Dispensational Premillennialism 

2. Historical Premillennialism 

3. Amillennialism 

4. Postmillennialism 

 


