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Sunday Morning Compass 
May 21, May 28, June 4, and June 11  
 

 

May 28. Session Two:  

 Dispensational Premillennialism  
 

Some reminders, first... 

• Essentials and Non-Essentials 

• Test of Scripture. Sola Scriptura? What else?  

• Inspired Scripture vs Study Notes/Headings, Devotionals, Christian fiction 

 

What are the primary dispensational premillennialist views?  

Dispensational premillennialists (DPs) believe that ethnic Israel and the Christian church are separate and 

largely unrelated— two different tracks in the story of God’s salvation history. 

Dispensational premillennialism (DP) holds the belief that Jesus will come back to earth after a literal seven-

year tribulation and rule during a literal 1000-year millennial kingdom on earth, wherein most— if not all— of 

the O.T. sacrificial system will resume. 

In addition, God will still give to the ethnic nation of Israel the land described in Gen 15:18 (from the river of 

Egypt to the river Euphrates— the full extent of King Solomon’s kingdom). 

Most DPs are “pre-tribulationists” who believe that Rev 4:1-2 refers to “the rapture.” The rapture, in their 

view, is to be interpreted as the event when Christ comes back (the first time, not touching the earth) and se-

cretly removes Christians from the earth before the great tribulation begins. 

Some DPs, known as “mid-tribulationists,” believe that the rapture will occur during the great tribulation. 
 

What do dispensational premillennialists emphasize?  

DPs believe that the rapture and the second coming of Jesus are two separate events– in effect, resulting in (at 

least) two second comings (and more than one judgment). The rapture comes before the great tribulation, and 

the (second) second coming occurs after it. During the seven years of tribulation, natural disasters and wars 

will occur on earth, and people who are faithful to Jesus will suffer intense persecution. Dispensational premil-

lennialists emphasize literal interpretations of Scripture, especially Revelation. 

 

According to dispensational premillennialists….  

• During the great tribulation, many Jews will turn to Jesus Christ.  

• God’s promises to Abraham and his offspring were unconditional; therefore, the Jews will still receive the 

land described in Gen 15:18. The establishment of the modern state of Israel in 1948 fulfilled a key end-

times prophecy.  

• All references to Israel in Revelation refer to the ethnic nation of Israel (and not, for example, a spiritual 

Israel, or the church, or all believers). 
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What Scriptures seem to support dispensational premillennialism and/or the rapture?  

• God’s promises to Abraham and his offspring seem unconditional (Gen 15:1-21).  

• Christ comes down from heaven, we will be “caught up together in the clouds” and meet him “in the 

air” (1 Thess 4:13-5:3; Rev 3:10).  

• Our “assembling to meet Christ, an antichrist in the Temple, the restraint of the antichrist (2 Thess 2:1-10). 

When has dispensational premillennialism been popular?  

The view emerged in the 1800s among the Plymouth Brethren (group of fundamentalist Bible Churches found-

ed in the 1820s in Ireland). DP increased in popularity in the late 1800s and remains today, primarily in North 

America. The pre-tribulation rapture theory was unknown in church history before 1800 and is not considered 

orthodox teaching by the majority of the world-wide Christian church. 

Prominent dispensational premillennialists include:  

J. Nelson Darby, C.I. Scofield, Hal Lindsey, Chuck Smith, John MacAr-

thur, Charles Ryrie, Charles Stanley, and Tim LaHaye (see insert). 
 

 A closer look at some key Bible passages: 

 Gen 15:1-21: 

“So shall your offspring be….” Initially fulfilled in Egypt, ultimately in 

all who belong to Christ (Gal 3:29). 

Abram is the “father of all who believe” (Rom 4:11). 

 1 Thess 4:13-5:3: 

“In the air.” Aer=atmosphere. (Uses elsewhere in Scripture Eph 2:2— Satan’s title and influence). 

Caught up “In the clouds.” (Uses elsewhere in Scripture— glory, coming to meet a king). 

Questions to consider: Does the event seem secret? Does tribulation seem to follow? Is there a double advent? 

 Rev. 3:10:  

What does the “whole world” mean? (Uses elsewhere in Scripture— Luke and the census). 

“Test those who dwell on the earth.” (Uses elsewhere in Scripture— Gé or Erets=land). 

“To keep/guard from…” (This precise phrase used twice in Scripture— here and where Jesus prays for his fol-

lowers in John 17:15. See also judgement of plagues on Egypt). 

Question to consider: Is the rapture present?  

 2 Thess 5:1-10: 

If there is a rapture, why doesn’t Paul make it clear that his readers wouldn’t be present for the calamity? 

The “restraining force.” DPs believe it is the Holy Spirit. Many church fathers believed it to be the rule of law. 

Most important, note that the restraining force is active at the same time that Satan is “bound” in Revelation.  

“Temple.” Naos. (Other uses, and not, in Scripture— sometimes used to mean the Jewish Temple, and also for 

“sanctuary,” but also used to designate other temples. Paul, though, never uses it to mean the Jerusalem Tem-

ple; His use is for the New Covenant Temples, that is, for the Church or for individual Christians. 

“Son of Perdition.” Same title Jesus uses for Judas. What are some of the things Judas did?  

Tim LaHaye wrote that there are... 

“[T]wo keys to understanding the 

prophetic Word of God. First, one 

must interpret the Bible literally 

unless the context provides good 

reason to do otherwise. Second, we 

must understand that Israel and the 

church are distinct! If a person fails 

to acknowledge these two facts of 

Scripture, all discussion and argu-

ment is fruitless. The issue is not 

so much prophecy as it is one’s 

view of Scripture and the church.” 


